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ACROSS THE BAY (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Bob’s Return(IRE) - The Southern (IRE) (Glacial Storm (USA)) 

9-11-02                   Form: 3/14512/49312U2/PP1P8/782425P3-11271   Owner: Scotch Piper Syndicate     
Trainer: Donald McCain    Jockey: Henry Brooke    Breeder: Noel McLoughlin 
 
Across The Bay 
Across The Bay, foaled on April 9, 2004, has raced 31 times for seven victories, most recently a length and a quarter defeat of Trustan Times in a 
Grade Two hurdle on heavy ground at Haydock in February. The bay gelding, bred by Noel McLoughlin, started his career as a four-year-old with Noel 
Meade in Ireland, who acquired him for 25,000 euros as an unbroken three-year-old. Across The Bay won a bumper at Navan second time out, before 
adding hurdles at Fairyhouse and Leopardstown and a chase at Naas. Two weeks after finishing unplaced in a handicap hurdle at Punchestown in May 
2011 he was sent to the Doncaster Spring Sales, where he was knocked down for £10,000, though he has carried on racing in the name of the Scotch 
Piper Syndicate. After he went under the hammer he transferred from Meade to Donald McCain, with all his 11 runs since in Britain. At the John 
Smith’s Grand National meeting last year he finished a creditable third to Big Buck’s in the BGC Partners Liverpool Hurdle. He resumed over fences 
this season with victories at Kelso and Carlisle on November 12, when he beat last year’s Grand National fourth Cappa Bleu by 28 lengths in heavy 
ground at level weights. His highest-rated performance came in defeat on his next outing, when he split Wayward Prince and Quito De La Roque on the 
Mildmay course at Aintree in December. Across The Bay, one of the best progeny of his sire Bob’s Return, the 1993 St Leger winner who died five 
years ago, is out of an unraced daughter of the mare Pixelated, a sister to Queen Mother Champion Chase winner Another Dolly.  
Race record: Starts: 31; 1st: 7; 2nd: 6; 3rd: 3; Win & Place prize money: £126,760 
               
Scotch Piper Syndicate 
The Scotch Piper Syndicate derives its name from the Scotch Piper Pub at Lydiate north of Liverpool - dating back to 1320 it is said to be the oldest 
pub in Lancashire. Those who have slaked their thirst inside its ancient walls have included Aintree legend Ginger McCain and his wife Beryl when they 
lived at Southport. The current Scotch Piper Syndicate comprises Lancashire-based Graham Worsley and the brothers Anthony and Kevin Coyne, 
while past members have included Graham’s brother Mike and Ireland-based Frank Towey and Barry Brennan. The idea for racehorse ownership came 
together over a drink in the pub, and in 2008 the group travelled to trainer Noel Meade’s yard in Ireland, viewed half a dozen horses and bought an 
unnamed gelding for 25,000 euros - he turned out to be Across The Bay, one of three runners for the late Ginger McCain’s son Donald in this year’s 
John Smith’s Grand National. The syndicate came up with the name of their horse while taking lunch with Meade at a restaurant in Galway that looked 
‘across the bay’. Initially their horse ran from Meade’s yard, but at Fairyhouse’s Irish Grand National meeting in April, 2011, the idea of moving him to 
Britain was discussed. With some syndicate members preferring to pull out it was decided to achieve the market value for Across The Bay at 
Doncaster Bloodstock Sales the following month. He was duly knocked down for £10,000 to Kevin Coyne, who was acting for himself and his brother, 
plus Graham Worsley. Donald McCain subsequently took on the training of the horse, and under his care Across The Bay has become a fancied John 
Smith’s Grand National contender. In the past three weeks the syndicate was approached with a six-figure offer to buy the horse plus a percentage of 
any prize money gained in the big race, but turned it down. Worsley, who says his interest in racing came from visiting the Grand National with his 
family, is head of St Helens-based GPW Recruitment. Kevin Coyne is a lawyer from Crosby, while his brother Anthony is a dentist at Netherton near 
Bootle. The trio will be joined by some 30 people involving family and friends at Aintree on Saturday, when their guests will include visitors from 
America and France. Across the Bay is the only horse they own, but Worsley says: “We’re waiting for a good result on Saturday and then we’ll be 
heading straight back to Donald’s to buy another one.” 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Donald McCain (Cholmondeley, Cheshire) 
Born on June 13, 1970, Donald McCain is the son of the late Ginger McCain, trainer of the legendary Red Rum, the only horse to win the John Smith’s 
Grand National three times (1973, 1974 and 1977) and also Amberleigh House, the 2004 victor. Ginger McCain died at the age of 80 on September 19, 
2011. Donald learnt to ride on his sister Joanne’s pony Gambol and rode in his first race on the Flat aged 15 (his father told a few white lies so he could 
ride) at Haydock Park. He subsequently became a jump jockey, firstly as an amateur and then a professional, partnering around 40 winners under 
Rules. He rode several times over the Grand National fences, finishing fifth aboard Harley in the 1992 Fox Hunters’ Chase and 17th on Sure Metal in 
the 1996 Grand National. He also spent time working for trainers Luca Cumani, Sir Michael Stoute and Oliver Sherwood. Donald subsequently became 
assistant trainer to his father at Bankhouse Stables at Cholmondeley in Cheshire and played a significant role in Amberleigh House’s Grand National 
victory in 2004. He was expected to take over the licence from his father at the start of the 2006/7 jump season, but had to wait until June, 2006, before 
he was able to train in his own name as he needed to complete the appropriate British Horseracing Authority courses. Donald’s first winner as a 
licensed trainer came with Bearaway in a handicap chase at Newton Abbot on June 8, 2006. He secured his first Cheltenham Festival triumph with 
Cloudy Lane in the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Handicap Chase in 2007 and enjoyed 40 winners in his first campaign. In the 2007/08 season, he had 58 
successes and a second Cheltenham Festival success with Whiteoak in the David Nicholson Mares’ Hurdle, while the 2008/09 haul of 62 winners 
included Cloudy Lane’s victory in the Grade Two Peter Marsh Chase at Haydock Park. The 2009/10 season brought further success with a double at 
the Cheltenham Festival thanks to Peddlers Cross in the Neptune Investment Management Novices’ Hurdle and Ballabriggs in the Fulke Walwyn Kim 
Muir Handicap Chase, and a career best 88 winners. The 2010/11 season yielded 100 winners including the John Smith’s Grand National when 
Ballabriggs stayed on gamely to score by two and a quarter lengths, while Peddlers Cross and Overturn also provided a number of highlights. Peddlers 
Cross landed the Grade One Fighting Fifth Hurdle and was a gallant runner-up in the Champion Hurdle, while Overturn took the Northumberland Plate 
on the Flat in June and added the Galway Hurdle a month later.  McCain sent out 153 winners last term and Overturn was the flag bearer for the yard, 
gaining his first success at Grade One level in the Fighting Fifth Hurdle at Newcastle and finishing second in the Stan James Champion Hurdle at 
Cheltenham, while Cinders And Ashes looked a potential star when annexing the Supreme Novices’ Hurdle. He has saddled 130 winners (April 3), so 
far this jump season, with Overturn becoming a smart novice chaser, winning three of his four starts impressively. He plans to saddle three horses in 
this year’s John Smith’s Grand National - Across the Bay, Ballabriggs and Weird Al. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2007 Idle Talk (UR 19th); 
2008 Cloudy Lane (6th), Idle Talk (14th); 2009 Idle Talk (12th), Cloudy Lane (UR 15th); 2010 Cloudy Lane (8th), 2011 BALLABRIGGS (WON); 
2012 Ballabriggs (6th), Weird Al (Fell 26th) 
 
Henry Brooke 
Twelve months ago Henry Brooke had an unhappy time at Aintree’s John Smith’s Grand National meeting when taking a fall on the Friday that caused 
concussion and a badly sprained wrist. His visit this year offers a much bigger opportunity. Born in York on October 31, 1990, Brooke was raised at 
Easingwold in Yorkshire as the son of Glen and Julia Brooke. His parents now live in Middleham where Glen is a blacksmith, and Julia, who rode in 
point-to-points under her maiden name of Platts, runs a pre-training yard that also houses a veterinary clinic. They have one other son, Danny, who 
takes part in pony races and rides out for trainer Philip Kirby. Henry’s first ride in a race - in a point-to-point - came on Pikachu Blue, a horse that was 
gifted to him as a birthday present by trainer Sue Bramall. He finished third on that debut, but it took him another two seasons before he broke his duck 
in points. He subsequently decided to join a licensed trainer and become a conditional jockey, and is now in his third season with Cholmondeley-based 
Donald McCain. The move has been a great success, for Brooke rode 17 winners in his first season and 42 in 2011/12 when he was crowned 
champion conditional jockey. During the current season he rode his 75th winner when Dunowen Point won at Sedgefield, resulting in the loss of his 
claim, but in his final season as a conditional jockey he takes his first ride in the John Smith’s Grand National on Across The Bay, trained by McCain. 
Brooke, who has yet to ride a winner at the Cheltenham Festival - he was second on Son Of Flicka in the 2011 Martin Pipe Conditional Jockeys’ Hurdle 
- finished runner-up on Across The Bay in a handicap hurdle at Aintree’s October meeting in 2011. This season they teamed up to win a handicap 
chase at Kelso in October, while in February at Haydock they landed the Grade Two Rendlesham Hurdle. Brooke said: “With three horses from Mr 
McCain’s yard in the National I was hopeful, but not expecting to get a ride. It’s nice to be thought of and fabulous to be picked to ride a good horse.” 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National rides 

 
 



ALWAYS WAINING (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Unfuwain (USA)-Glenarff (USA) (Irish River (FR)) 

12-10-10     Jump Form: 44111/040P001/24P41131d/1320000/1P641PPP4P/550F0F0P1/0060041/044001-00 
Owner: Peter and Linda Douglas   Trainer: Peter Bowen Jockey: Tom O’Brien  Breeder: Barouche Stud Ireland
  

Always Waining 
As an Unfuwain half-brother to the 1999 Derby fourth Housemaster, Always Waining (born on April 9, 2001), was bred to be a useful 
Flat performer but it has been over the big fences at Aintree that he has enjoyed his finest moments, becoming the first horse to win 
John Smith’s Topham Chase three times - 2010, 2011 & 2012. The 12-year-old sold for 9,000 guineas at the 2002 Tattersalls 
December Sale as a yearling and won three times on the level with Yorkshire-based trainer Mark Johnston, at one stage achieving a 
decent rating of 96. He was claimed by trainer Pat Clinton for £30,000 for the current owners after winning a Newmarket claiming race 
in October, 2004 and won three hurdle races that winter. He moved to trainer Robert Stronge in early 2006, before joining Peter 
Bowen a year later, and the following season yielded a victory in a Bangor handicap hurdle and, sent chasing in the 2006/07 
campaign he scored three times. His next victory came at Aintree in June, 2008, in a three mile, one furlong, handicap hurdle and he 
kept going that summer and won a Listed handicap chase at Market Rasen in September. He finished fourth in the 2009 John Smith’s 
Topham Chase and after falling in the Grand Sefton Handicap Chase, also over the Grand National fences, in November, 2009, he 
prevailed in the 2010 John Smith’s Topham Chase, scoring by 12 lengths from Scotsirish. After missing the cut in the 2011 John 
Smith’s Grand National, Always Waining won the John Smith’s Topham Chase again, finishing four lengths in front of Mon Parrain. He 
finished a distant fourth in the Betfred Becher Handicap Chase, another race over the big Aintree fences, in December, 2011, and 
once again saved his best form until the spring as he recorded an unprecedented third victory in the John Smith’s Topham Chase in 
April, 2012, with Tom O’Brien up for the second consecutive year. He started the current campaign with a well-beaten seventh in a 
veterans’ handicap chase at Doncaster on February 20 and put in a similarly uninspiring run in a Chepstow handicap hurdle on very 
soft ground on March 9. Always Waining prefers good going. 
Jump Race Record: Starts: 61; 1st: 12; 2nd: 2; 3rd: 2; Win & Place prize money: £297,400 
 
Peter and Linda Douglas 
Peter Douglas, 61, and his wife Linda boast a racehorse ownership career spanning more than two decades with one of his early 
flagbearers being the Peter Bevan-trained Salwan, a useful novice hurdler ridden by Robert Stronge, who at one stage trained Always 
Waining. Salwan landed the Anniversary 4YO Hurdle at Aintree in 1992. Their early trainers also included Bill Clay, Jenny Pitman and 
Andy Streeter. Peter Douglas, who lives in a house overlooking Uttoxeter racecourse in Staffordshire, is founder of the PJD Group 
(1985). The company, based at Castle Donington near Derby, has developed from his Peter J Douglas Engineering business into one 
of Britain’s leading independent mechanical engineering companies with some 250 employees. Douglas passed over control of the 
business eight years ago following a management buyout and is now in semi-retirement. Douglas is a longstanding supporter at 
Uttoxeter racecourse and sponsored a day in June that included a beginners’ chase run in Always Waining’s honour. The PJD Group 
also sponsors gymnast Sam Oldham, who was part of the Great Britain team that won a bronze medal at the London 2012 Olympic 
Games. Tragically, the Douglas’ 38-year-old daughter Lisa was fatally injured following an accident with a bioethanol burner at her 
home last summer. A huge racing enthusiast herself, Lisa was particularly fond of Always Waining, who was known as “Lisa’s Horse.” 
The Douglases have not decided whether they will be attendance on Grand National day this year. Peter Douglas will be undertaking 
the Three Peaks Challenge later this year with his son Glyn, which involves walking the highest mountains in Scotland, Wales and 
England (Ben Nevis, Snowdon & Scafell Pike). The pair will aim to raise £35,000 for three organisations that helped Lisa – the Dove 
Valley Community First Responders, Midlands Air Ambulance and Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham.  
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Peter Bowen (Letterston, Pembrokeshire, Wales) 
Born on June 9, 1958, Peter Bowen is married to Karen and has three sons, Michael (who began riding in point-to-points in April, 2012 
on Iron Man), Sean and James. The son of a haulier and a village postmistress, Bowen trains at Letterston near Haverfordwest in 
Pembrokeshire, Wales, and took out his first trainer’s licence in 1995, having previously been a livery yard proprietor and hugely 
successful point-to-point handler. His wife was a successful rider in point-to-points and under Rules. Bowen’s first winner under Rules 
came on October 9, 1995 at Sedgefield with Iffeee. He won the Elite Hurdle at Wincanton the following November with Dreams End 
and the same horse took the Kingwell Hurdle at the Somerset course in February, 1997. A big race hat-trick was completed by 
Dreams End in the Swinton Handicap Hurdle at Haydock later in the same year. Another horse that he did well with early in his training 
career was Iffeee, whom he saddled to win the Durham National at Sedgefield in 1996. The 1996/1997 campaign saw Bowen set a 
modern-day record with Stately Home, winner of 10 races that season including the Grade One Scilly Isles Novices’ Chase at 
Sandown Park. He captured the Badger Ales Handicap Chase at Wincanton in both 2002 and 2003 with Swansea Bay and the same 
horse won the Edward Hanmer Memorial Chase at Haydock, also in 2003. His stable stars have included Take The Stand and 
Ballycassidy. The former was second to Kicking King in the Cheltenham Gold Cup in 2005 and finished fifth in the 2006 renewal, the 
highest placing by a British-trained horse. Ballycassidy, a winner of 15 races, ran in the John Smith’s Grand National three times and 
showed up well on the second and third occasions before being found out. Bowen had his highest-ever number of winners in the 
2006/2007 season, with 72 successes, including Dunbrody Millar in the John Smith’s Topham Chase, a race Bowen also captured in 
2001 with Gower Slave and memorably with Always Waining in 2010, 2011, 2012. Bowen has also enjoyed Grade One success with 
Snoopy Loopy in the 2008 Betfair Chase and with Souffleur in the 2007 Challow Hurdle. He went close to John Smith’s Grand National 
success in 2007 when McKelvey was the three quarters of a length runner-up to Silver Birch. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 
2005 Take The Stand (UR 15th), Ballycassidy (UR 2nd); 2006 Ballycassidy (Fell 25th); 2007 McKelvey (2nd), Ballycassidy 
(UR24th); 2008 Iron Man (UR 3rd); McKelvey (UR 20th) 
 
Tom O’Brien 
Tom O’Brien, who was born on November 28, 1986, set a record for the conditional riders’ championship in the 2006/07 season with 
107 successes. His father Jim is a brother of the brilliant trainer Aidan O’Brien and plays a key role at his Ballydoyle stable in Co 
Tipperary. From the age of 13, Tom rode out at weekends and in school holidays at Ballydoyle, aboard champions such as High 
Chaparral, Rock Of Gibraltar and Mozart. He joined Philip Hobbs’s stable as a 17-year-old, initially riding as an amateur and in point-
to-points and had his first success aboard The Names Bond at Warwick on December 18, 2004. O’Brien also has an association with 
trainer Peter Bowen, for whom he finished second aboard McKelvey when having his first John Smith’s Grand National ride in 2007. 
He landed the Coral Welsh National in 2009 on Dream Alliance and has enjoyed one success at the Cheltenham Festival – Silk Affair 
in the 2009 Fred Winter Juvenile Handicap Hurdle.  Aidan O’Brien still takes a keen interest in his nephew’s progress - “when he sits 
down to watch me ride, he often gets on the phone to give me a rollicking,” said Tom. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2007 
McKelvey (2nd); 2008 McKelvey (UR 20th); 2009 Zabenz (Fell16th); 2010 Dream Alliance (PU Bef 24th) 



ANY CURRENCY (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Moscow Society (IRE) - Native Bavard (IRE) (Be My Native (USA)) 

10-10-00                   Form: 6222248/3211354/32/3P4783-614U49  Owner: Cash is King     
Trainer: Martin Keighley    Jockey: Ian Popham    Breeder: Gerald Mitchell 
 
Any Currency 
Bred by Gerald Mitchell and foaled on March 29, 2003, Any Currency is by top-class NH sire Moscow Society who is best known for 
producing crack two-mile chaser Moscow Flyer. His dam, Native Bavard, was unraced but she has thrown two individual winners as a 
broodmare and is herself by champion NH sire Be My Native. Moscow Society also has a Grand National third, Snowy Morning, to his 
credit. Any Currency had two runs in point-to-points, finishing third on his first start and then winning by 10 lengths at Lemonfield in 
Ireland next time out. He was bought by his current owners, Cash Is King, in October 2008, from John Halley, the vet at Coolmore. 
Any Currency made an inauspicious start to his hurdling career, finishing sixth behind Nikos Extra in a novice event at Market Rasen 
before finishing second on the next four occasions at Hexham, Chepstow, Towcester and Folkestone. He finished the season when 
eighth behind Big Earned Fran at Sandown in the EBF Novices’ Handicap Hurdle Final. Any Currency was sent chasing in August 
2009 and he finished third behind Shanballa at Cartmel before filling up the runner-up berth behind Pride Of Dulcote at Worcester. 
Martin Keighley’s gelding finally got off the mark under Rules at Sandown in a handicap chase and followed up a few weeks later in a 
similar contest at Ascot. He finished third behind The Package in the Listed Neptune Investment Management Chase at Cheltenham 
and returned to Prestbury Park to contest the four-mile National Hunt Chase at the Festival where he finished fourth behind Poker De 
Sivola. Any Currency has only won once since his Ascot success, which came at Wincanton earlier on this season, but he has run 
very well in several of the top staying handicaps over the past couple of years. His best performances have come when he gets a real 
test of stamina, such as last year’s bet365 Gold Cup at Sandown, when he was third behind Tidal Bay in bottomless conditions. All 
three of his wins have come on good ground though so a marathon trip on a sound surface would seem to be ideal for him. He has 
already had one crack at the Grand National fences earlier on this season in the Betfred Becher Chase but he blundered badly at the 
Canal Turn and unseated his jockey Aidan Coleman. However, the ground was heavy that day and his trainer is adamant that he will 
jump better on good ground. 
Race Record: Starts: 28; Wins: 3; 2nd: 6; 3: 5; Win & Place prize money: £79,465 
 
Cash Is King 
The Cash Is King syndicate - so named as their horse is called Any Currency - is led by Mark Boothright, whose 7 Day Catering 
company sponsors trainer Martin Keighley’s yard. Boothright set up Tamworth-based 7 Day Catering in 1990 and the company was 
sold to Servest in January, 2013. Boothright owns several horses in Keighley’s yard, including stable star Champion Court. The 
syndicate is made up of Boothright and 11 friends from Dorset and Birmingham and bloodstock agent Gerry Hogan purchased the 
horse on behalf of the syndicate in 2008 following his victory in a point-to-point in Ireland. The syndicate have always had the John 
Smith’s Grand National in mind after jockey Warren Marston told them after the horse’s third start that he was a potential National 
type. Five of the syndicate are also part of the Figjam Partnership, who own a runner in this Saturday’s John Smith’s Legends Charity 
Race in the shape of Court In Session. Boothright is currently on holiday in Arizona and will not be present at Aintree on Saturday to 
watch Any Currency run but the syndicate will be heavily represented by the other members. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Martin Keighley 
Martin Keighley was born on June 12, 1974 and trains in Condicote, Gloucestershire and conditions his horses using the same gallops 
that the late David Nicholson had at the start of his training career. His first winner under Rules as a permit holder came in February 
2003 when Bosuns Mate won a Hunter Chase under the guidance of Keighley’s wife Belinda. The pair had met as teenagers when 
working for Nicholson where Martin had ridden as a jockey and Belinda used to ride work. Their paths crossed again at Cheltenham 
racecourse years later where Martin was working as part of the groundstaff team and Belinda was PA to the racecourse’s commercial 
manager Peter McNeile. Keighley took out a full training licence in the 2006/07 season and had his first winner as a fully-fledged 
trainer when Prince Dundee landed a selling handicap hurdle at Taunton. He had his best-ever season, both in terms of prize money 
and number of winners trained, in 2011/12 when he trained 34 winners and collected a total prize fund of £271,330. His biggest winner 
to date came when Champion Court won the Dipper Novices’ Chase at Cheltenham in January, 2012. Champion Court went on to 
finish second in both the Jewson Novices’ Chase at the Cheltenham Festival and the John Smith’s Mildmay Novices’ Chase at 
Aintree. Any Currency is Keighley’s first runner in the John Smith’s Grand National. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Ian Popham 
The son of a Taunton beef farmer, Ian Popham was born on December 28, 1989 and came up through the point-to-point ranks, riding 
as an amateur before turning professional in 2006. He rode his first winner as an amateur at Newbury in March 2007 on Philip Hobbs’ 
Pyleigh Lady and his first winner as a professional came in August, 2009, when he steered the Paul Nicholls-trained Predateur to 
victory at Exeter. He was initially attached to the Nicholls yard and won the 2009/2010 Betfair Conditional Jockeys’ Training Series. 
When he was with Nicholls, he rode the likes of Le Duc, Predateur and Poquelin to victory and he landed the biggest success of his 
career to date when winning on the latter in the 2010 renewal of the Vote AP Gold Cup at Cheltenham. Popham’s career was certainly 
in the ascendancy heading into the 2011/12 season as he had just been appointed as stable jockey for trainer Martin Keighley but he 
was badly injured in October, 2011 when he broke his pelvis in six places after a schooling accident when at Caroline Keevil’s yard. 
He spent a month at Oaksey House (the Injured Jockeys Fund’s rehabilitation centre in Lambourn) and by March, 2012 he was back 
in the saddle. However, injury was to strike again in October, 2012 at Plumpton where Popham once again broke his pelvis after a 
horse reared over on top of him at the start of a bumper. One of the pins that had been inserted after his first injury was bent 10 
degrees but Popham’s pelvis was again fractured - this time in four places. He again spent time at Oaksey House but the injury did not 
require surgery and he was again back in the saddle within months. He has ridden 13 winners to date this season and has his first ride 
in the John Smith’s Grand National this year aboard Any Currency. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National rides 



AURORAS ENCORE (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Second Empire (IRE) - Sama Veda (IRE) (Rainbow Quest (USA)) 

11-10-03        Form: 22/521C62FF15/6P1F20191/R4052F/1P50/06312-U0P45F5 
Owner: Douglas Pryde, Jim Beaumont and David van der Hoeven    Trainer: Sue Smith    
Jockey: Ryan Mania      Breeder: Mountarmstrong Stud 

 
Auroras Encore 
Bred by Mountarmstrong Stud in Ireland, Auroras Encore (foaled March 10, 2002) is by Grand Criterium winner Second Empire out of 
a Rainbow Quest mare who ran on the Flat for Sheikh Mohammed. He first went through the sales ring at Tattersalls Ireland in 
September, 2003, when he was bought by Frank Berry. He was then sold at DBS in August, 2005, to Harvey Smith, who purchased 
the horse on behalf of his previous owner Alicia Skenes. He made his debut in a Market Rasen bumper in February, 2007, and he ran 
a very encouraging race, finishing second behind Theatrical Moment. He was again beaten by that rival at Sedgefield on his second 
start but got much closer this time, only beaten three lengths compared to 18 lengths when the pair first met. The horse was then put 
away for the summer but his form was given a massive boost when Theatrical Moment went on to win the John Smith’s Champion 
Standard Open National Hunt Flat Race at Aintree in May. He made his hurdling debut at Wetherby in November, 2007, when he 
finished second behind Star Beat but wasted no time in getting off the mark next time out at Sedgefield when he beat Carys’s Lad by 
17 lengths. He then ran five times in novice hurdles without success, including the Grade 2 River Don Novices’ Hurdle at Doncaster, 
but his first foray into handicaps was a spectacular success when he landed the Listed John Smith’s Handicap Hurdle in April, 2008, 
at odds of 50/1. He was in such good form that connections decided to run him again at the Aintree meeting two days later in the John 
Smith’s Extra Cold Handicap Hurdle and he produced another decent performance, finishing fifth behind eventual winner Forest 
Pennant. He started his second season in a handicap hurdle at Sedgefield (where he finished well beaten) and then he embarked on 
a chasing career, making his debut over fences at Sedgefield. Jumping well, he was always prominent and ran on well to record a 
length-and-a-quarter victory. He notched up another two successes that season (at Carlisle and Ayr) before he was given a summer 
break. The next season saw him mix hurdling and chasing with limited success though he did pick up a valuable Listed handicap 
chase at Ayr in May, 2010. He has only won one race since (at Haydock a year ago) but gave a clear indication that the John Smith’s 
Grand National could be an ideal race for him when he was beaten a neck by Merigo in last year’s Scottish Grand National. He has 
not been in the same sort of form since and was well beaten at Kelso last time out but connections are adamant that he will be much 
better on a sound surface, which he should get if the weather forecast is correct. 
Race Record: Starts: 43; Wins: 7; 2nd: 7; 3rd: 1; Win & Place prize money: £177,291 
 
Douglas Pryce, Jim Beaumont & David van der Hoeven 
Jim Beaumont and Douglas Pryde met 20 years ago at Aintree and have been partners in horses since.  South African-born David van 
der Hoeven is a director of Glasgow-based independent financial advisors Clark Gillone and he has owned horses with Beaumont and 
Pryde in the past. They bought Auroras Encore at the turn of the year specifically to have a runner in this year’s John Smith’s Grand 
National. Edinburgh-based Jim Beaumont, 78, is Liverpool-born and worked as a bell boy in the Adelphi Hotel at the age of 14 before 
moving to the kitchens. From there, he carved out a career in the catering, hotel and restaurant business, including spells as manager 
at Gleneagles and at the George Hotel and Café Royal in Edinburgh, before his retirement seven years ago. He was first taken to the 
Grand National meeting at the age of five by his grandmother. Douglas Pryde, 58, is an independent financial advisor, originally from 
Musselburgh and now based in Linlithgow, west of Edinburgh. He has been at Aintree for every Grand National since 1987. Van der 
Hoeven will not be at Aintree on Saturday to watch Auroras Encore run as he is holidaying in Greece. 
John Smith’s Grand National record: 2011 Santa’s Son (owned by Douglas Pryde & Jim Beaumont) (PU bef 27th) 
 
Sue Smith 
Sue Smith, 65, has developed a formidable training operation at Craiglands Farm, 1,000 feet up on the Yorkshire Moors at High 
Eldwick near Bingley, where she first took out a permit to train in 1990 and a full licence the following year. She was born on February 
23, 1948, and raised on a Sussex farm. Although she rode (as Susan Dye) in Britain’s first ladies’ race and her late father owned 
horses with Arthur Pitt, she was brought up on showjumping, and met her future husband, that sport’s legend Harvey, at Hickstead. 
She moved north in 1989 to Craiglands, from which Harvey, born in the nearby village of Gilstead, has never lived more than three 
miles distant. The Smiths share the duties of their training operation, with Sue looking after the day-to-day training and the entries, and 
Harvey taking care of the gallops, feeding and driving the box to the races. Harvey Smith personally laid down 18 furlongs of all-
weather training strips surfaced with a mixture that includes pig hair. Their best horse has been Mister McGoldrick, winner of two 
Grade Two Castleford Chases and a Grade Three Racing Post Plate at the Cheltenham Festival, but many of their biggest successes 
have come with staying chasers, notably Kildimo (totesport Becher Chase 1992), Ardent Scout (Becher Chase 2002), The Last Fling 
(Peter Marsh Chase, Red Square Vodka Gold Cup 2000), Himalayan Trail (Midlands Grand National 2008) and Auroras Encore 
(Totepool Chase 2010). John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2000 The Last Fling (7th); 2001 The Last Fling (UR 5th), 2002 The 
Last Fling (Fell 24th), 2003 Goguenard (UR 19th); 2004 Ardent Scout (7th), Artic Jack (Fell 1st); 2006 Ross Comm (Fell 4th). 
 
Ryan Mania 
Ryan Mania (born December 23, 1989) was raised in Galashiels, Scotland. His parents, Kevin and Lesley, first sat him on a Shetland 
pony when he was three years old. At age 12 he started working with point-to-pointers under the care of Borders trainer Bill Hughes 
and rode two winners between the Flags. He learned his craft on the Common Riding circuit in the Borders and attended the British 
Racing School. He joined Lothian trainer Peter Monteith as a conditional and rode a few times as a Flat apprentice in 2008 and 2009. 
He has also enjoyed success for Howard Johnson’s County Durham yard. His paternal grandfather emigrated to the UK from Poland 
and his name is correctly pronounced mah-nee-a rather than may-nee-a. He went 44 rides before breaking his duck and promptly 
made it a double, winning aboard Quicuyo and Millie The Filly at Ayr on March 8, 2008. Following the large number of abandoned 
meetings during the winter of 2011, Mania relinquished his licence but the lure of the sport was too much and he was back in the 
saddle by the end of the year. Auroras Encore provided him with his biggest success in a valuable handicap chase at Haydock in 
April, 2012. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National rides 

 
 
        



BALLABRIGGS (IRE) FACTFILE 

b g Presenting - Papoose (IRE) (Little Bighorn) 
12-11-04     Form: 50220/6S22F212/0/3111/1121/46-P73   Owner: Trevor Hemmings 
Trainer: Donald McCain   Jockey: Jason Maguire     Breeder: Mrs Sarah Jackson  

  
Ballabriggs 
The 2011 John Smith’s Grand National winner Ballabriggs was born in County Tipperary on April 27, 2001. John Brady paid IR£12,000 for him as a foal at Goffs in December, 
2001, and sold the youngster on to Highflyer Bloodstock, acting for owner Trevor Hemmings, for 32,000 euros at Tattersalls Ireland the following November. Ballabriggs was 
allowed to develop in his own time at two of Hemmings’ studs, firstly at Monymusk Stud in Ireland and then at Gleadhill House Stud near Chorley in Lancashire. Ballabriggs was 
named after a property on Hemmings’ estate in the Isle of Man. The horse went into training with Ginger McCain in Cheshire at the end of 2005 and by the time Ballabriggs 
made a low-key racecourse debut Donald McCain had taken over responsibility for the licence from his father. That first run resulted in fifth place in a Uttoxeter bumper in May, 
2006. Following three straight wins over fences in handicap chases - easy triumphs at Catterick (January 22, 2010) and Ayr (February 13, 2010)  followed by a much tougher 
task in the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Challenge Cup at the 2010 Cheltenham Festival where he prevailed by half a length. With the John Smith’s Grand National firmly on the 
agenda, he was not seen again until January 2011, when annexing novices’ hurdles at Wincanton (January 8) and at Ayr on January 31. He returned to fences for his final run 
before Aintree in the Premier Chase at Kelso but was turned over at prohibitive odds on March 15 by fellow John Smith’s Grand National aspirant Skippers Brig. The run put 
him spot on for Aintree where he disputed for the lead throughout before drawing away after the last fence for a two and a quarter length success over Oscar Time. It gave his 
owner Trevor Hemmings his second John Smith’s Grand National success after Hedgehunter in 2005. Another crack at the John Smith’s Grand National was Ballabriggs’ 
primary objective for the 2011/12 season and he made his reappearance in the Premier Chase at Kelso on March 3. He shaped nicely, making smooth headway to lead 
jumping the final fence before fading and finishing nine and a half lengths behind Master Of The Hall in fourth. The return to Aintree brought the best out of Ballabriggs and he 
was still in contention rounding the home turn, but the 10lb rise in the handicap took its toll over the final two fences and he came home a gallant sixth. Ballabriggs failed to 
shine in his first two outings this season. Being pulled up in the Betfred Becher Chase over the big fences at Aintree on his return in December and trailing home last of seven 
in a Warwick handicap chase on February 9. He showed more sparkle back at Kelso in the Premier Chase on March 2, finishing 10 lengths behind Always Right in third and is 
on target for this third John Smith’s Grand National on April 6. Race Record: Starts: 27; Wins: 7; 2nd; 7; 3rd: 2; Win & Place Prize Money: £624,049 
Trevor Hemmings CVO 
Dual John Smith’s Grand National-winning owner Trevor Hemmings, who was born on June 11, 1935, boasts a classic rags-to-riches story. Brought up in Woolwich Arsenal, 
south east London, where his father worked at the Royal Ordnance factory, Trevor was sent to Lancashire as a five-year-old during World War II and began life as a bricklayer’s 
apprentice after leaving school aged 15, before becoming involved in the Pontins holiday business. He eventually became the owner and sold it to Scottish & Newcastle in 
exchange for a significant share holding in S & N (in 1989). He bought Pontins back in 2000 but retained a stake in S & N, which netted him £218 million when the company 
was sold in January, 2008. In 2012, he agreed to sell his major shareholding in Arena Leisure Plc, which owned Folkestone, Lingfield, Southwell, Wolverhampton and Windsor 
racecourses and managed Doncaster and Worcester, to the Reuben brothers. Arena also has a major part of specialist broadcaster At The Races which owns some of British 
racing’s media rights. This follows on from him selling Blackpool Tower and the Winter Gardens to the North West resort’s town council for £40 million in March, 2010. He also 
owns a share of Preston North End FC and is chairman of the TJH Foundation, a charity which makes grants to organisations such as Macmillan Cancer Relief, St John 
Ambulance, Crimestoppers Trust, Royal National Lifeboat Association, the Injured Jockeys’ Fund and Racing Welfare. In 2011, he was appointed a Commander of the Victorian 
Order (CVO) for his work as vice-president of the Princess Royal Trust Carers. In 2012, the Sunday Times estimated Hemmings’ wealth at £575 million, £25 million more than 
the 2011 figure. Hemmings fulfilled one of his greatest ambitions when Hedgehunter carried his colours to victory in the 2005 John Smith’s Grand National. After years of trying, 
Hemmings had finally emulated his mentor Fred Pontin, owner of the 1971 National hero Specify, with his 13th Grand National runner. Ballabriggs added a memorable second 
John Smith’s Grand National success in 2011. His first winner came on the Flat in 1985 but Hemmings now brings on young jumping stock at Gleadhill House Stud, near 
Chorley, Lancashire, managed by former trainer Mick Meagher, and at his Monymusk Stud in Co Cork. He first tried to win the John Smith’s Grand National with the Stan 
Mellor-trained Rubika, who finished 14th in 1992. Hemmings, who was made an honorary Jockey Club member in December, 2006, is based on the Isle of Man and is said to 
have paid £12 million for the Ballavoddan estate on the island where his retired horses live. He enjoyed doubles at the Cheltenham Festival in 2005 (Trabolgan & Juveigneur), 
in 2007 (Andreas & Cloudy Lane), in 2008 (Albertas Run & Old Benny) and 2010 ( Albertas Run & Ballabriggs). Albertas Run added a second Ryanair Chase victory in 2011 
and a further Grade One win in the 2010 John Smith’s Melling Chase at Aintree. Hemmings had his 10th Cheltenham Festival success this year with Carrickboy, who captured 
the Byrne Group Plate at odds of 50/1. As well as those already mentioned, his best horses have been  Burton Port, Young Kenny, Blue Shark, Afsoun, Turpin Green, Arctic 
Jack, The Last Fling and Simply Supreme. His best season numerically came in 2007/08 when his horses triumphed in 51 races in Britain and Ireland. He has over 50 horses in 
training, spread over at least 14 trainers. He also has eventers who are ridden by Zara Phillips.  John Smith’s John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1992 Rubika (14th); 
2000 The Last Fling (7th); Esprit De Cotte (Fell 22nd); 2001 The Last Fling (UR 5th), Esprit De Cotte (UR 11th); 2002 Goguenard (Fell 1st), Beau (UR 14th); 2003 
Southern Star (14th), Chives (PU bef 12th); 2004 Arctic Jack (Fell 1st), Southern Star (PU bef 9th), Hedgehunter (Fell 30th); 2005 HEDGEHUNTER (WON), Europa 
(20th); 2006 Hedgehunter (2nd), Juveigneur (Fell 1st), 2007 Hedgehunter (9th), Billyvoddan (PU bef 19th); 2008 Cloudy Lane (6th), Hedgehunter (13th), Idle Talk 
(14th); 2009 Idle Talk (12th), Battlecry (16th), Cloudy Lane (UR 15th); 2010 Cloudy Lane (8th); 2011 BALLABRIGGS (WON), King Fontaine (11th); 2012 Ballabriggs 
(6th) 
Donald McCain (Cholmondeley, Cheshire) 
Born on June 13, 1970, Donald McCain is the son of the late Ginger McCain, trainer of the legendary Red Rum, the only horse to win the John Smith’s Grand National three 
times (1973, 1974 and 1977) and also Amberleigh House, the 2004 victor. Ginger McCain died at the age of 80 on September 19, 2011. Donald learnt to ride on his sister 
Joanne’s pony Gambol and rode in his first race on the Flat aged 15 (his father told a few white lies so he could ride) at Haydock Park. He subsequently became a jump jockey, 
firstly as an amateur and then a professional, partnering around 40 winners under Rules. He rode several times over the Grand National fences, finishing fifth aboard Harley in 
the 1992 Fox Hunters’ Chase and 17th on Sure Metal in the 1996 Grand National. He also spent time working for trainers Luca Cumani, Sir Michael Stoute and Oliver 
Sherwood. Donald subsequently became assistant trainer to his father at Bankhouse Stables at Cholmondeley in Cheshire and played a significant role in Amberleigh House’s 
Grand National victory in 2004. He was expected to take over the licence from his father at the start of the 2006/7 jump season, but had to wait until June, 2006, before he was 
able to train in his own name as he needed to complete the appropriate British Horseracing Authority courses. Donald’s first winner as a licensed trainer came with Bearaway in 
a handicap chase at Newton Abbot on June 8, 2006. He secured his first Cheltenham Festival triumph with Cloudy Lane in the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Handicap Chase in 2007 
and enjoyed 40 winners in his first campaign. In the 2007/08 season, he had 58 successes and a second Cheltenham Festival success with Whiteoak in the David Nicholson 
Mares’ Hurdle, while the 2008/09 haul of 62 winners included Cloudy Lane’s victory in the Grade Two Peter Marsh Chase at Haydock Park. The 2009/10 season brought further 
success with a double at the Cheltenham Festival thanks to Peddlers Cross in the Neptune Investment Management Novices’ Hurdle and Ballabriggs in the Fulke Walwyn Kim 
Muir Handicap Chase, and a career best 88 winners. The 2010/11 season yielded 100 winners including the John Smith’s Grand National when Ballabriggs stayed on gamely to 
score by two and a quarter lengths, while Peddlers Cross and Overturn also provided a number of highlights. Peddlers Cross  landed the Grade One Fighting Fifth Hurdle and 
was a gallant runner-up in the Champion Hurdle, while Overturn took the Northumberland Plate on the Flat in June and added the Galway Hurdle a month later.  McCain sent 
out 153 winners last term and Overturn was the flag bearer for the yard, gaining his first success at Grade One level in the Fighting Fifth Hurdle at Newcastle and finishing 
second in the Stan James Champion Hurdle at Cheltenham, while Cinders And Ashes looked a potential star when annexing the Supreme Novices’ Hurdle. He has saddled 
130 winners (April 3), so far this jump season, with Overturn becoming a smart novice chaser, winning three of his four starts impressively. He plans to saddle three horses in 
this year’s John Smith’s Grand National - Across the Bay, Ballabriggs and Weird Al, with Cloudy Bay targeted again  at the John Smith’s Fox Hunters which he won last year. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2007 Idle Talk (UR 19th); 2008 Cloudy Lane (6th), Idle Talk (14th); 2009 Idle Talk (12th), Cloudy Lane (UR 15th); 2010 Cloudy 
Lane (8th), 2011 BALLABRIGGS (WON); 2012 Ballabriggs (6th), Weird Al (Fell 26th)  
Jason Maguire 
Jason Maguire, who was born on April 13, 1980, is the nephew of former top-jockey-turned-trainer Adrian Maguire. He started out in Irish pony races and partnered his first 
British winner, the Tony Martin-trained Search For Peace, at Cheltenham on November 12, 1999. He began riding for Gloucestershire trainer Tom George shortly after coming 
to Britain and enjoyed a seven-year partnership that yielded a Cheltenham Festival victory in 2002 when the Polish-bred Galileo took the Royal & SunAlliance Novices' Hurdle. 
Maguire's working relationship with George, which was never contractually formalised, ended in January, 2007, and he is now attached to Donald McCain’s Cheshire stable. 
Maguire’s association with the McCains arose due to Ginger’s close friend Sean Byrne, a trainer from Dunboyne, County Meath, who found the future Grand National winner 
Amberleigh House for the family and John Halewood, although the jockey’s first ride for Ginger in November, 2003, proved less than successful as Lambrini Gold was pulled up 
in a Ludlow novices’ hurdle. He had a second Cheltenham Festival success in 2008 on Whiteoak in the David Nicholson Mares’ Hurdle and added in 2010 with Peddlers Cross 
in the Neptune Investment Management Novices’ Hurdle. He partnered the same horse to victory in the Fighting Fifth Hurdle and second place in the 2011 Champion Hurdle. 
Maguire also rode Barizan to win the Grade One Four-Year-Old Hurdle at Punchestown in April, 2010. His biggest success came when he landed the John Smith’s Grand 
National on Ballabriggs in 2011. He got married in September, 2011, with his school friend, Grand National winning trainer Gordon Elliott, as best man. Last season he added 
two further Cheltenham Festival successes to his name thanks to Cinders And Ashes and Son Of Flicka, who won the William Hill Supreme Novices’ Hurdle and Coral Cup 
respectively. His best season numerically was last season, when he had 144 victories although he looks sure to overtake that figure this year as he already has 137 successes 
on the board (as of April 1). John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2001 No Retreat (PU bef 17th); 2002 Birkdale (10th); 2003 Tremallt (9th); 2005 Europa (20th); 2006 
Lord Of Illusion (PU bef 17th); 2007 Idle Talk (UR 19th); 2008 Cloudy Lane (6th); 2009 Cloudy Lane (UR 15th); 2010 Cloudy Lane (8th), 2011 BALLABRIGGS (WON), 
2012 Ballabriggs (6th) 



BALTHAZAR KING (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g King’s Theatre (IRE) - Afdala (IRE) (Hernando (FR)) 

9-10-12      Form: 6/01436422/F211242F06/1142511P/15P001-12  Owner: The Brushmakers   
Trainer: Philip Hobbs    Jockey: Richard Johnson      Breeder: Sunnyhill Stud 
Balthazar King  
Balthazar King (foaled February 12, 2004) was first seen at the Tattersalls Ireland November Sale as a foal where he was sold by his breeder for 
25,000 euros which turned into 110,000 euros when he was resold as a three-year-old store in the Goffs Land Rover Sale to Aiden Murphy. Aiden’s 
wife Anabel trained the King’s Theatre gelding for his first two appearances when he recorded a sixth and eleventh place in bumpers. Sent to Philip 
Hobbs at the start of the 08/09 season, he recorded his first victory when taking a bumper at Plumpton by three-and-three-quarter lengths under 
Richard Johnson in November, 2008. The next step was a novice hurdle at Ludlow where he came fourth and then a third in another novice hurdle at 
Fontwell. 2009 started with a sixth and a fourth place in February followed by seconds at Kempton and Perth, the latter to Chicago Grey by ten lengths. 
The last run of the season was in May when he fell at Fontwell. The 2009/10 season started with a 14-length second at Perth followed by wins at Ffos 
Las and Kempton. Second at the Paddy Power Meeting at Cheltenham followed in November with a fourth at Newbury later in the month. A return to 
Cheltenham and the runners-up spot in January was followed by a fall in the Martin Pipe Conditional Jockeys’ Hurdle at the Festival and a 12th placed 
effort at Bangor and sixth at Punchestown in April closed the season. September, 2010 saw Balthazar King take to fences for the first time when he 
took the beginners’ chase at Worcester over two miles and seven furlongs on good ground, he folowed this up with another victory over three miles in a 
chase at Chepstow which was followed by fourth, second and fifth places in chases at Cheltenham, a mid season break saw him come back in March, 
2011, to record victories at Hereford and Cheltenham before a disappointing step up in class in the Grade Three Bet365 Gold Cup Chase at Sandown 
on April 23 which saw him pull up. His return to the track in the 2011/12 season saw him win a handicap chase at Cheltenham in October before a 
seven-length fifth place in the Grade Three United House Gold Cup Handicap Chase at Ascot. The Grade Three Rewards4Racing Handicap Chase in 
November at Cheltenham saw him pull up again. Newbury was next when he was 12th in the Hennessy Gold Cup followed by a run out in the 
Glenfarclas Cross Country Chase at the December Cheltenham meeting. A break until March 2012 saw Balthazar return to winning ways when he 
annexed the Glenfarclas Handicap Chase (cross country race) at The Festival, his final race of the season. The 2012/13 season opened with him 
taking the Class Two Ryman The Stationer Handicap Chase on October 20 at Cheltenham by a length from Galaxy Rock followed up by a return to the 
cross country course at Cheltenham in November, when he was an 11-length second to Uncle Junior, his last race before this year’s John Smith’s 
Grand National. 
Race Record: Starts; 35 1st: 10 2nd: 7 3rd: 1 Win & Place prize money:  £125,603 
 
The Brushmakers 
The Brushmakers is a Hampshire-based trio involving farmers David Rees and Chris Butler, plus Geoffrey Stevenson, who runs the Imperial Bathroom 
Company in Birmingham and who Rees describes as ‘an old rugby-playing friend of mine’. They own John Smith’s Grand National contender Balthazar 
King and take their name from The Brushmakers pub at Upham near Winchester, in which Rees once owned a stake. When he subsequently moved to 
the other side of Winchester, to the village of Hursley, he discovered his new local was The Kings Head, but being unimpressed with it he bought that 
too, ‘three and a bit years ago’. He describes himself as an “arable farmer who also milks cows and keeps pigs and poultry - one of the few truly mixed 
farms in Hampshire”. His interest in racing was derived through being a neighbour of the late trainer Bill Wightman, whose land Rees farmed. 
Wightman gave Rees a point-to-pointer and he has been involved in that sport ever since - one of his first buys was prolific winner Ball In The Net, and 
he also raced Upham Lord, who was subsequently sold to Lincolnshire-based Mike and Jill Dawson and in 2002 and again in 2003 became Britain’s 
champion between the flags based on wins. Rees says: “I have subsequently been involved in five or six horses trained by Philip Hobbs, including 
Tamango, who fell at The Chair in the Topham Chase [in 2006]. We later bought Balthazar King privately from Diana Whateley [also an owner with 
Hobbs].” Rees, Butler and Stevenson will not be lonely when they arrive at Aintree on Saturday, for they expect to be joined by “half of Hampshire”. 
They are basing themselves in Chester and catching minibuses to the races. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Philip Hobbs (Bilbrook, Somerset) 
Born July 26, 1955, and one of Britain's leading jump trainers, Philip Hobbs first took out a training licence with only nine horses. His first runner, North 
Yard at Exeter in August, 1985, was a winner and there has been no looking back. He is based at Sandhill near Minehead, Somerset. He tasted big-
race success as early as 1986/87 when Bonanza Boy was one of the season's top novice hurdlers. Putting behind him the disappointment of losing 
that horse to Martin Pipe, he has gone on to take other important prizes with horses such as Joint Sovereignty (1989 Paddy Power Gold Cup), Moody 
Man (1990 Imperial Cup and County Hurdle), Dreams End (1994 Swinton Hurdle), Dr Leunt (1999 Racing Post Chase), What's Up Boys (2001 
Hennessy Gold Cup, 2nd 2002 Grand National), Flagship Uberalles (2001 Tingle Creek Chase and 2002 Queen Mother Champion Chase), Gunther 
McBride (2002 Racing Post Chase), Rooster Booster (2003 Champion Hurdle), One Knight (2003 Royal & Sun Alliance Chase), Monkerhostin (2004 
Coral Cup, 2004 Boylesports.com Gold Cup, 2008 bet365 Gold Cup), Detroit City (2006 JCB Triumph Hurdle, 2006 John Smith's Anniversary 4YO 
Hurdle, 2006 Boylesports.com International), Menorah (2010 Supreme Novices’ Hurdle), Dream Alliance (2009 Welsh National) and Captain Chris 
(2011 Arkle Trophy). His success is even more apparent in numerical terms. He reached a century for the first time in the 1999/2000 campaign, 
eventually finishing with 118 wins. His highest number of wins came in 2002/03 with 134. He has trained 16 winners at the Cheltenham Festival. Hobbs 
made four appearances in the Grand National as a professional jockey in the 1980s and, although one of the best horses he rode was West Tip, he 
didn't get the leg up on him in the National, with those four rides resulting in two falls, one ninth place and an 11th. That last performance was in 1986 
on Northern Bay in the final weeks of his 160-win career as a jockey, when his much more successful training career was already under way. Hobbs 
has subsequently saddled two horses to be placed in the John Smith's Grand National - Samlee (3rd) in 1998 and What's Up Boys (2nd) in 2002. John 
Smith's Grand National record: 1990 Gallic Prince (13th); Joint Sovereignty (Fell 19th); 1995 Gold Cap (13th); 1998 Samlee (3rd); Greenhill 
Tare Away (UR 27th); 1999 Samlee (10th); Bells Life (PU bef 26th); Mudahim (UR 6th); 2000 Village King (Fell 20th); Stormy Passage (Fell 
22nd); 2001 Village King (Fell 8th); 2002 What's Up Boys (2nd); 2004 What's Up Boys (BD 6th); 2005 Double Honour (UR 21st); 2007 Zabenz 
(PU bef 7th), Monkerhostin (Ref 7th); 2009 Zabenz (Fell 16th), Parsons Legacy (Fell 22nd); 2010 Dream Alliance (PU bef 24th); 2011 Quinz (PU 
16th); 2012 Planet Of Sound (12th) 
 
Richard Johnson 
Born July 21, 1977, Richard Johnson attended Belmont Abbey School, the alma mater of Peter Scudamore, before leaving at 16 to take a job with then 
champion trainer David Nicholson. He was born and raised at Madley, Herefordshire, where his parents have a farm. Johnson comes from racing stock 
as his mother Sue holds a licence to train, while his father Keith, who won the 1982 Midlands Grand National on Bridge Ash, and his grandfather Ivor 
were both good amateur riders. Johnson is unlucky to be riding in the same era as Tony McCoy as he has finished runner-up to his rival in the jockeys' 
championship on 14 occasions. He is one of a few jockeys to make the front page of The Sun (March 2003) when his then girlfriend Zara Phillips 
kissed him after his Champion Hurdle victory on Rooster Booster and also appeared in the pages of Hello magazine (December 2001) alongside 
Phillips. His first winner came at Exeter aboard Rusty Bridge on April 30,1994, and he has gone on to capture some of racing's biggest prizes, notably 
the 2000 Gold Cup at Cheltenham aboard Looks Like Trouble and the 2002 Queen Mother Champion Chase on Flagship Uberalles, as well as Rooster 
Booster's famous triumph in the Champion Hurdle. Other top-flight winners he has partnered include Florida Pearl, Anzum, Mighty Man, Detroit City, 
Planet Of Sound, Menorah, Landing Light, Menorah, Captain Chris and Reve De Sivola. He has a good record at Aintree and won the Topham Trophy 
over the Grand National course in 2001 on Gower Slave. His best finish in the John Smith's Grand National came when What's Up Boys finished 
second in 2002. The grey looked the winner at the elbow but, like many before him, Johnson's mount was headed in the last 75 yards by Bindaree. In 
2007 he married Fiona Chance, daughter of the dual Cheltenham Gold Cup-winning trainer Noel Chance and they recently had their third child. John 
Smith’s Grand National Record: 1997 Celtic Abbey (UR 15th), 1998 Banjo (Fell 1st), 1999 Baronet (Fell 4th), 2000 Star Traveller (Pulled up bef 
27th); 2001 Edmond (Fell 15th); 2002 What's Up Boys (2nd); 2003 Behrajan (10th); 2004 What's Up Boys (BD 6th); 2005 Jakari (PU bef 20th); 
2006 Therealbandit (PU bef 27th); 2007 Monkerhostin (Refused 7th); 2008 Turko (Fell 25th); 2009 Parson’s Legacy (Fell 22nd); 2010 Tricky 
Trickster (9th); 2011 Quinz (PU 16th); 2012 Planet Of Sound (12th) 



BECAUSEICOULDNTSEE (IRE) FACTFILE 
ch g Beneficial - Ath Dara (Duky) 

 10-10-06    Form: 15F42212/42F/63F22F-63PP45  Owner: Noel Glynn 
 Trainer: Noel Glynn IRE  Jockey: Martin Ferris    Breeder: Brett Merry 
 
Becauseicouldntsee 
Like many of Noel Glynn’s horses, Becauseicouldntsee, born on February 14, 2003, is named after song lyrics and the 10-
year-old shares his name with a line in the Irish folk ballad Writing On The Wall, which was sung by Co Galway musician 
Sean Keane. The gelding was bred by Brett Merry, brother of well-known bloodstock agent Hugo Merry, and was sold at 
Tattersalls Ireland for 13,500 euros. The Beneficial gelding made three starts in point-to-points in the care of Glynn’s 
assistant Jason Titley, scoring on his final start in a Killaloe maiden in February, 2008. He made a successful debut under 
Rules, winning comfortably under amateur Liz Lalor in a Killarney bumper in July, 2009. He made one further appearance 
in a bumper, coming home fifth at the 2009 Galway Festival, before making his chasing debut in a three-mile beginners’ 
contest at Fairyhouse that November, falling two fences from home when contesting the lead. He was headed on the line 
to go down by a short-head to Lord Cebellino in another beginners’ chase at Navan in January, 2010, and also filled the 
runner-up berth in a novices’ chase at Fairyhouse the following month, finding Jagoes Mills nine lengths too strong. He 
made no mistake at the same course 10 days later as he easily accounted for his 15 rivals to beat Weatherbys Champion 
Bumper runner-up Corskeagh Royal by a distance. Following such an impressive success, the Nina Carberry-ridden 
Becauseicouldntsee was sent off as 13/2 second favourite for the National Hunt Chase at the 2010 Cheltenham Festival 
and he ran a superb race on his first start over the four-mile trip, going down by two and a quarter lengths to Poker De 
Sivola despite losing a shoe at the start. With the 2011 John Smith’s Grand National firmly on his agenda, 
Becauseicouldntsee made a low key start to that campaign, finishing fourth in a Thurles hurdle in November. He duly built 
on that effort and posted another excellent effort over fences in the valuable Paddy Power Chase at Leopardstown’s 
Christmas meeting, as he stayed on well to take second behind Majestic Concorde. As a result of that effort he was 
fancied to run a big race at Aintree, but parted company with Davy Russel at only the second fence. He returned last 
season in a Grade Three novice hurdle at Cork in November when he finished last of the six runners, before going back to 
fences in the Hilly Way Chase on December 11, finishing third over the inadequate two-mile trip at Cork. He continued his 
Aintree preparation in the three-mile Paddy Power Chase over Christmas, but after being held up towards the rear he 
could never get into contention and fell at the second last when well held. Following the fall connections opted for another 
start over hurdles, this time at Fairyhouse, where he put in a pleasing performance to only be beaten four and a half 
lengths by subsequent William Hill Supreme Novices’ Hurdle favourite Galileo’s Choice. He returned to the Cheltenham 
Festival in 2012 in the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Challenge Cup over three miles, one and a half furlongs, running a brilliant 
race to once again fill the runner-up spot behind Sunnyhillboy. However, in the John Smith’s Grand National last year his 
jumping again let him down as he parted company with Davy Condon at the Canal Turn on the first circuit. This season, he 
has run half a dozen times and put up his best performance last when fifth in the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Chase at the 
Cheltenham Festival last month. 
Race Record: Starts: 23; Wins: 2; 2nd: 6; 3rd: 2; Win & Place Prize Money: £83,336 
 
Noel Glynn (Ennis, Co Clare) 
Despite sending out his first winner as a permit-holder in 1976, Noel Glynn has only come to prominence in Britain and 
Ireland over the past few seasons. Born on December 16, 1952, he took out a full licence in early 1999 and enjoyed his 
first winner in that role when Dangerousdanmagru scored in a handicap on the Flat at Galway in September of the same 
year. Glynn is based at Spancil Hill in County Clare, which is also the scene of one of Ireland’s largest horse fairs every 
June, and many of his horses are named after characters from poems and songs. Dangerousdanmagru, who unseated in 
the 2006 John Smith’s Topham Chase, was named after the lead character in the Robert Service poem The Shooting of 
Dan McGrew, while his current trio of Becauseicouldntsee, Gonebeyondrecall and Writingonthewall all owe their monikers 
to the lyrics of the Sean Keane folk song Writing On The Wall. Glynn made headlines in Britain in 2010 when he booked 
six-time champion Flat jockey Kieren Fallon, who also hails from County Clare, to ride his Old McDonald in the 2010 
Weatherbys Champion Bumper at the Cheltenham Festival. Unfortunately, the horse missed the race and died in March, 
2011, following a freak accident in the yard, with a devastated Glynn saying afterwards: “It was hard to get up in the 
mornings after that - I have never had a better horse than him and I am sure that I never will”. Jason Titley, whose finest 
hour in the saddle came aboard Royal Athlete in the 1995 Grand National, became Glynn’s assistant in February, 2006, 
and is an integral part of the training operation. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2011 Becauseicouldntsee (Fell 2nd), 2012 Becauseicouldntsee (Fell 8th)

 

 
Martin Ferris 
Born in Mallow, County Cork, on July 29, 1983, Martin Ferris is a freelance jockey who now lives in Cashel, County 
Tipperary. His interest in racing began “at the age of nine or ten” when he began taking part in pony races, and he later 
rode 40 winners on Ireland’s point-to-point circuit. He says: “I became a professional jockey six and a half years ago and 
have ridden 97 winners.” He has one brother and three sisters, although none  are involved in racing. Ferris, who rides out 
on a regular basis for trainers Enda Bolger, Gordon Elliott and Hilary McLoughlin, is having his first ride in the John Smith’s 
Grand National having been asked to team up with Becauseicouldntsee for trainer Noel Glynn - he also rides 
Gonebeyondrecall for the same trainer in Friday’s John Smith’s Topham Chase. Ferris has some experience of Aintree, 
for he rode Garvivonnian in the 2007 Becher Chase, although he unseated at the Canal Turn. His most recent ride in 
Britain came in the 2010/11 season when unplaced on the Mouse Morris-trained Elysian Rock in the RSA Chase at the 
Cheltenham Festival. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National rides 

 
 



BIG FELLA THANKS (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Primitive Rising (USA) - Nunsdream (Derrylin) 

11-11-06     Form: 112/322U136/2U14/2F447/U312  Owner: Crossed Fingers Partnership 
Trainer: Tom George   Jockey: Denis O’Regan    Breeder: R J Wilding  

  
 
Big Fella Thanks 
Big Fella Thanks (born April 28, 2002) was named by his former part-owner Harry Findlay after his favourite greyhound, who won the National Coursing 
Derby at Clonmel in 1999. The Primitive Rising gelding made two appearances in Irish point-to-points for Liam Burke, beating Herecomesthetruth in a 
Carrigtwohill maiden in February, 2007, and coming a neck second in a winner of one race at Ballyragget the following month. He joined Paul Nicholls 
soon after and made his UK debut in a maiden hurdle at Chepstow in January, 2008, when he beat Buck The Legend by 10 lengths. He followed up 
with another convincing success later the same month at Taunton and finished his first campaign with a good second in an Ayr handicap hurdle in mid-
April. Big Fella Thanks began the 2008/09 season in a beginners’ chase at Chepstow in October, making most of the running until headed near the line 
by Wichita Lineman and West End Rocker. He tired in the closing stages on his next appearance at Cheltenham in November when second to Ballyfitz, 
and the application of blinkers appeared not to have the desired effect in a beginners’ chase at Taunton the following month, when Big Fella Thanks 
was collared near the line by Itsa Legend. Further disappointment followed in a handicap chase at Kempton’s Christmas meeting, as he unseated 
Christian Williams at the third last.  Big Fella Thanks finally opened his account over fences in the Listed Sky Bet Chase at Doncaster in January, 2009, 
when he produced a far more confident round of jumping to win by 11 lengths. Big Fella Thanks Thanks then took third behind Nacarat in the Grade 
Three Racing Post Chase and finished sixth to Mon Mome in the 2009 John Smith’s Grand National. Second behind Carruthers in a graduation chase 
at Newbury in December, 2009, he unseated Ruby Walsh two out in a similar event at Kempton in February and regained the winning thread when 
landing a Grade Three handicap chase over two and a half miles at Newbury. He was then a good fourth in the John Smith’s Grand National to Don’t 
Push It. He joined Ferdy Murphy’s stable for the 2010/11 season. After a second to Hey Big Spender at Carlisle in November, he fell in the Hennessy 
Gold Cup at Newbury. A distant fourth to Riverside Theatre in the Grade One Ascot Chase in February was followed by a close fourth behind Fine 
Parchment in the Grade Three Greatwood Gold Cup Handicap Chase at Newbury on March 5. In 2011, he contested the John Smith’s Grand National 
for a third time, finishing seventh to Ballabriggs. He missed all of last season, returning for new trainer Tom George at Aintree on October 27 last year, 
when he unseated Paddy Brennan in a veterans’ handicap chase over the Mildmay course. That was followed by a close third in the Becher Chase 
over the Grand National fences on December 1. He achieved his first win in almost three years when taking a handicap chase at Wincanton on January 
5. His good run of form continued at Newbury on March 2, when he was runner-up in the Greatwood Gold Cup.  
Race Record: Starts: 23; Wins: 5; 2nd: 6; 3rd: 3; Win & Place Prize Money: £227,938 
 
Crossed Fingers Partnership 
On March 23, just 17 days before the 2011 John Smith’s Grand National, Ferdy Murphy, then trainer of Big Fella Thanks, revealed that Harry Findlay, 
who runs his horses under the name of his mother, Margaret, had sold Big Fella Thanks to the Crossed Fingers Partnership, consisting of Max Fawbert 
and Nick Williamson. Findlay had decided to sever his ties with the sport after becoming angry at being found guilty of laying his own horse, Gullible 
Gordon, and handed a six-month BHA ban the previous year. Derbyshire-based Max Fawbert is a hairdresser and recalls backing the 1976 Grand 
National winner Rag Trade, who was also owned by a hairdresser in Teasy-Weasy Raymond. He grew up surrounded by horses and rode in a few 
point-to-points. His father was an independent bookmaker. Nick Williamson, a Barbados-based businessman, met Fawbert when he popped into the 
salon for a haircut. The Ferdy Murphy-trained Desperate Dex, was the partnership’s first winner when scoring at Uttoxeter in November, 2006. All the 
partnership’s horses are now with Tom George.  
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2011 Big Fella Thanks (7th). 
 
Tom George 
Born on June 4, 1967, Tom George began his training career in 1993 with 14 horses from his base at Springbank Stables in Slad, near Stroud, 
Gloucestershire. At the age of 26, he was one of the youngest jump trainers in the country, but he had plenty of experience, having previously worked 
for Martin Pipe, Arthur Moore and Francois Doumen, three of the most successful trainers in England, Ireland and France respectively. Tom George’s 
local track is Cheltenham and he won there with Newton Point in his rookie season. In the 2003/2004 season he sent out 50 winners for the first time 
from 65 horses. A surge for the Tom George yard came when Galileo won the Royal & SunAlliance Novices’ Hurdle at Cheltenham in March, 2002, 
under Jason Maguire, providing the trainer with an initial success at The Festival. The horse was racing for only the second time over hurdles, having 
been bought off the Flat in Poland. Nacarat provided George with a Grade One success in the Betfred Bowl at the 2011 John Smith’s Grand National 
meeting while he has also enjoyed Grade One success in France, with Halley taking the Prix Maurice Gillois Grand Steeple-Chase 4 Ans in 2011. He is 
married to Sophie, daughter of former trainer John Edwards, who helps source horses for the yard. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2003 Tremallt (9th), 2006 Lord Of Illusion (PU Bef 17th), 2009 Kilbeggan Blade (PU Bef 21st) 
 
Denis O’Regan 
Born in Youghal, Co Cork, on March 24, 1982, to Denis and Derleine O'Regan, the jockey has no immediate family involvement in racing – his father 
runs Lombards Bar in Youghal. He rode out for his cousin John Crowley as a schoolboy before spending a summer with Francis Flood aged 16. He 
rode 13 winners as an amateur before turning professional in September, 2003.  His first big victory came on Ansar in the 2005 Galway Plate for trainer 
Dermot Weld and a few months later he rode his first Cheltenham winner when the Michael Hourigan-trained Church Island won a novices' chase at 
The Open meeting in November. In October, 2006, at Wexford, he rode his first treble and joined the powerful Co Durham stable of Howard Johnson in 
the summer of 2007. He enjoyed a great start for his new connections at the 2008 Cheltenham Festival, with Tidal Bay in the Arkle Trophy and Inglis 
Drever in the Ladbrokes World Hurdle, which was a third triumph in the race for the great horse. O'Regan led the Grand National field with three to 
jump in the 2008 renewal but his mount, Bewleys Berry, ran out of steam and ultimately finished fifth. In November, 2008, O'Regan sampled victory 
over the Grand National course as he partnered Black Apalachi in the Becher Chase and his major successes at the John Smith's Grand National 
meeting include Killyglen in the 2009 matalan.co.uk Mildmay Novices' Chase and Tidal Bay in the 2008 John Smith's Maghull Novices' Chase. 
O'Regan partnered Black Apalachi in both the 2009 and 2010 renewals of the John Smith's Grand National. Unseated at the 22nd when leading the 
field in 2009, O'Regan enjoyed another thrilling John Smith’s Grand National ride when Black Apalachi led for much of the second circuit until headed 
at the last to finish second to Don’t Push It in 2010. O'Regan and Johnson parted ways on April 17, 2010, when the rider's three-year retainer with the 
trainer's main patron Graham Wylie came to an end. He now rides primarily for Newmarket-based John Ferguson and the pair enjoyed Grade One 
success at Chepstow this season with Ruacana in the Finale Hurdle. John Smith's Grand National Record: 2007 Ballycassidy (UR 24th); 2008 
Bewleys Berry (5th); 2009 Black Apalachi (UR 22nd); 2010 Black Apalachi (2nd); 2011 King Fontaine (11th); 2012 Black Apalachi (Fell 8th) 

 



CAPPA BLEU (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Pistolet Bleu (IRE) – Cappagale (IRE) (Strong Gale) 

11-10-11   Jump Form: 1/3F2P/1334-22   Owners: William and Angela Rucker 
Trainer: Evan Williams Jockey: Paul Moloney   Breeder: Thomas O’Connor    
 
Cappa Bleu 
Cappa Bleu was born on June 6, 2002, in Ireland for breeders Thomas and Eileen O'Connor and he raced for the family in Irish point-to-points. He 
made his debut at Tullow on February 10, 2008, when he fell at the penultimate fence. He returned seven days later at Knockanard and showed 
promise in second behind Dreamy Sweeney before breaking his maiden tag at Kilworth point-to-point in comfortable fashion. He returned after a short 
break, at Ballybunion point-to-point, winning well despite the heavy ground. Trainer Sheila Crow, who had first taken interest when Cappa Bleu was 
entered in a sale but then withdrawn, was looking for a horse for owners William and Angela Rucker, and went to Ireland to buy him. A deal was struck 
but the horse became ill travelling to England it was touch and go whether he would survive. But he did and, following a brace of point-to-point victories, 
he was sent to the Christie’s Foxhunter Chase at the 2009 Cheltenham Festival where, despite his relative inexperience, he annihilated the field to win 
by 12 lengths. He switched from Crow to Evan Williams for a campaign geared around a return to The Festival for chasing’s Blue Riband, the Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup. However, the 2009/2010 season didn’t pan out as expected. After finishing third of five on his seasonal return at Aintree over 
two and a half miles of the Mildmay Course in late October, he lined up in the Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury but fell at the 15th when beaten. The fall 
reportedly knocked his confidence and he returned in February in a three-mile novices’ hurdle at Taunton, finishing second. Connections were 
encouraged enough to run him in the three-mile Grade One Albert Bartlett Novices’ Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival, but he was found wanting, being 
pulled up before the last. He left Williams and rejoined Crow for the 2010/11 season to participate in some point-to-pointing so that he could regain his 
confidence. That nine-month spell appeared to be a shrewd move, because he hasn’t finished out of the frame in six subsequent starts over fences. 
Cappa Bleu made a winning return for Williams in a valuable three-mile handicap chase at Haydock in November, 2011, before thirds in the Welsh 
Grand National in late December and a Listed handicap chase at Ascot in February, 2012. He did well in last season’s John Smith’s Grand National, 
running on strongly to take fourth after encountering trouble on the first circuit. With the world’s greatest chase again the target for the 11-year-old, he 
has only run twice this season, chasing home fellow John Smith’s Grand National aspirant Across The Bay in a graduation chase at Carlisle in 
November and Vino Griego in a Listed handicap chase at Ascot on February 13.  
Race Record: Starts: 11; Wins: 2; 2nd: 3; 3rd: 3; Win & Place Prize Money: £122,561 
 
William and Angela Rucker 
William Rucker, born on June 18, 1963, is chief executive of Lazard London operations and has been since June, 2004. He is also deputy chief 
executive of the European investment banking business at Lazard. The bank dates back to 1848 and is one of the world's pre-eminent financial 
advisory and asset management firms, operating from 40 cities across 24 countries in North America, Europe, Asia, Australia, Central and South 
America. William joined Lazard in 1987, having previously qualified as a chartered accountant with Arthur Andersen. He is also non-executive chairman 
of Quintain Estates and Development plc and Crest Nicholson Holdings Ltd, and was a non-executive director of Rentokil Initial from 2008 to March, 
2013. His wife Angela is from a legendary point-to-point family, being the grand-daughter of Major Harold Rushton, who rode 86 winners, and the 
daughter of Pat Tollitt, who rode 171 winners between the flags and was champion lady rider on six occasions. Angela herself is also a talented rider 
and trains pointers and the couple’s 16-year-old daughter Emily has begun riding in point-to-points this season. The Ruckers are based at Himbleton in 
Worcestershire and also have horses with Fergal O’Brien and a variety of point-to-point trainers, including Sheila Crow, who trained their Cappa Bleu to 
win the Christie’s Foxhunter Chase at the 2009 Cheltenham Festival. Horses that progress to run under Rules are principally sent to Evan Williams, 
who has been well supported by Angela’s family since he began training in 2003. Major winners for owner and trainer include State Of Play, who won 
the 2006 Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup at Newbury and the Charlie Hall Chase at Wetherby in November 2008. State Of Play became a John Smith’s 
Grand National star by finishing fourth to Mon Mome in the 2009 John Smith’s Grand National, third behind Don’t Push It in the 2010 and fourth behind 
Ballabriggs in the 2011 renewal. High Chimes landed the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Challenge Cup Handicap Chase for them at the 2008 Cheltenham 
Festival. They have about 20 horses in training. 
John Smith's Grand National Record: 2009 State Of Play (4th); 2010 State Of Play (3rd); 2011 State Of Play (4th); 2012 Cappa Bleu (4th); State 
Of Play (UR 5th) 
 
Evan Williams (Llancarfan, Vale of Glamorgan) 
Unrelated to the winning jockey of the 1937 Grand National who bears the same name and also hails from the Cowbridge area of South Wales, Evan 
Williams was born on April 3, 1971, on his family’s farm above the village of Llancarfan in the Vale of Glamorgan. He used to get up at dawn to milk the 
cows before going to school. He took over the running of the farm full-time when he was 17, concentrating firstly on dairy farming and then beef when 
the price of milk dropped. He also started training a few point-to-pointers in 1997 but the foot and mouth outbreak of 2001 decimated his herd and 
restrictions on the movement of livestock wiped out the point-to-point season. Williams sold his cattle at a loss after the outbreak and went to Ireland to 
buy 18 horses with the proceeds, going on to be champion point-to-point trainer and jockey in 2002. He rode and trained over 200 point-to-point 
winners. He took out his full training licence the following year and rode his first winner, Cherry Gold, in a hunters’ chase at Chepstow on April 22, 2003. 
Williams enjoyed his first big-race success at the same course in December of that year, when saddling Sunray to win the Finale Juvenile Hurdle at 
odds of 40/1. The winners continued to flow and Williams shot to national prominence with State Of Play, who followed up success in a handicap chase 
at Aintree’s John Smith’s Grand National meeting in April, 2006, with victory in the Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury seven months later. The chaser 
went on to triumph in the Charlie Hall Chase at Wetherby in 2008, while other big-race success has arrived courtesy of High Chimes, who gave 
Williams a first Cheltenham Festival winner in the 2008 Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Handicap Chase, and Grade Two scorers Deep Purple and Simarian. 
In the 2009/10 season, Barizan emerged as a top-class juvenile hurdler, winning a Grade One at Punchestown after finishing second in both the JCB 
Triumph Hurdle and in the Matalan Anniversary 4-Y-O Hurdle at Aintree. Williams enjoyed his best season in terms of winners in 2010/11, with 90 
successes and had 89 victories in Britain and Ireland in 2011/12. State Of Play did him proud in the John Smith’s Grand National - finishing fourth  in 
2009, third in 2010 and fourth the 2011 before unseating his rider in 2012 when Cappa Bleu ran fourth. Williams is assisted by top amateur James 
Tudor, who was champion point-to-point rider in 2007 and partnered High Chimes to his Cheltenham success. He is married to Cath who continued to 
train point-to-pointers after he took out his professional licence, saddling over 50 winners in two seasons including the prolific Cannon Bridge, who 
chalked up nine wins in a single campaign. They have three children William, Isabel and Ellie. Evan is the son of former amateur jockey Rhys Williams, 
who died earlier this year. John Smith's Grand National Record: 2009 State Of Play (4th); 2010 State Of Play (3rd); 2011 State Of Play (4th); 2012 
Cappa Bleu (4th); State Of Play (UR 5th); Deep Purple (PU 19th) 
 
Paul Moloney 
Paul Moloney formerly shared a house in Newmarket with former champion Flat jockey Jamie Spencer and was born on October 17, 1978, hailing from 
New Inn, close to Ballydoyle in Co Tipperary. He was heavily involved in both hunting and show jumping and rode his first point-to-point winner at Quin 
in 1996 for trainer Danny O'Connell. He spent school holidays with Jim Bolger, working alongside Tony McCoy and leading Flat rider Ted Durcan, and 
later joined Michael Hourigan, for whom he rode his first three winners. His initial success under Rules came on Vain Princess at Clonmel in June, 
1995. Moloney was one of Ireland's leading amateurs and shared the 1998/99 title with Philip Fenton. Moloney also spent time with Christy Roche while 
in Ireland. He came to Britain for tuition from Yogi Breisner before turning professional and relocated to Newmarket during the 2002/2003 season when 
he rode mainly for Ian Williams. He enjoyed big race success at Aintree in 2006 when he rode State Of Play to victory in a handicap chase and teamed 
up with the same horse to secure the biggest win of his career so far in the Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup Handicap Chase at Newbury in November, 
2006. He has finished fourth (2009 and 2011) and third (2010) on the same horse in the John Smith's Grand National. He rides mainly for State Of 
Play's trainer Evan Williams and his biggest wins include Deep Purple's victory in the 2009 Charlie Hall Chase at Wetherby and Tiger O'Toole's victory 
in the Grade Two Holloways Hurdle at Ascot in January, 2011. John Smith's Grand National Record:2002 Iris Bleu (Fell 5th); 2004 Royal Atalza 
(PU bef 29th); 2007 Graphic Approach (Fell 2nd); 2009 State Of Play (4th); 2010 State Of Play (3rd); 2011 State Of Play (4th); 2012 Cappa Bleu 
(4th) 

 



CHICAGO GREY (IRE) FACTFILE 

gr g Luso - Carrigeen Acer (IRE) (Lord Americo) 
10-10-07    Form: 533/230261/13105/313211F2510/U3032B-0F631  Owner: John Earls  
Trainer: Gordon Elliott IRE  Jockey: Paul Carberry     Breeder: Anne Lalor 
 
Chicago Grey  
Chicago Grey, born on March 6, 2003, was bred by Dick and Anne Lalor, who have been breeding horses with the prefix Carrigeen for more than 30 
years at their yard at Lisronagh, County Tipperary. The Luso gelding made his debut for trainer Noel Glynn in a Leopardstown bumper in December, 
2007, in which he finished seventh under Dick and Anne’s daughter Liz, and subsequently came home third in similar contests at Punchestown and 
Cork. He was sent hurdling for the 2008/2009 campaign and went down by a short-head on his first start over the smaller obstacles at Fairyhouse in 
November, 2008, but failed to improve on that effort in four subsequent starts for Noel Glynn. Chicago Grey joined Gordon Elliott in the spring of 2009 
and made a winning debut for his new trainer with a comprehensive victory for owner John Earls in a Perth maiden hurdle that April. He followed up 
with another victory at Thurles in November, 2009, and ran well to take third in the Grade Two Tara Hurdle at Navan the following month. He claimed 
the notable scalp of Mourad in a Listed hurdle at Thurles later the same month but failed to shine in two subsequent hurdle starts, in the Coral Cup at 
the Cheltenham Festival and a Grade Three contest at Fairyhouse’s Easter meeting. Chicago Grey was sent chasing for the summer of 2010 and he 
posted a neck success over Prince Erik in a Galway beginners’ chase that July before going on to further victories at Navan in September and at 
Cheltenham in October. He headed back to Prestbury Park for his next two starts, falling at the second last when staying on well in November and 
filling the runner-up spot behind Time For Rupert a month later. He ran a good race to take fifth in the Grade One Fort Leney Novice Chase at 
Leopardstown later the same month and was given a break prior to recording the biggest success of his career to date in the National Hunt Chase at 
the 2011 Cheltenham Festival, when he readily beat Beshabar by four and a half lengths. He failed to reproduce that form on his next outing as he 
could only finish eighth behind Beshabar in the Scottish Grand National at Ayr and unseated Paul Carberry on his first appearance of the following 
season in a Cheltenham handicap chase. Chicago Grey made a quick reappearance at Wetherby two weeks later, coming home third behind Weird Al 
in the Grade Two Charlie Hall Chase, but never seemed to be travelling when trailing home last in a handicap chase at Cheltenham the following 
month. He returned to hurdles to come home third in a Grade Two contest at Gowran Park in January 2012 and warmed up for last year’s John Smith 
Grand National at the same course on February 18, when he took second behind Rubi Light in the Grade Two Red Mills Chase. He only got as far as 
the fifth in the 2012 John Smith’s Grand National when he was brought down by the fall of Rare Bob. After two disappointing efforts this season at 
Cheltenham and Down Royal, he shaped better when sixth in a Grade Three handicap chase at Cheltenham on November 12. The 10-year-old came 
home a remote third in the Grade Two Galmoy Hurdle at Gowran Park on January 24, but bounced back with a classy two and a half length victory in 
the Grade Two Red Mills Trial Chase at Navan on February 19. 
Race Record: Starts: 36; Wins: 8; 2nd: 5; 3rd: 9; Win & Place Prize Money: £164,913 
 
John Earls 
John Earls, who was born in May, 1961, founded Earls Engineering Kiltullagh Ltd in 1983 and the Galway-based company specialises in constructing 
and erecting steel frame buildings including equestrian stables, workshops, industrial units and spectator stands. He has been involved in owning and 
breeding horses for over 20 years, although he had to wait until July, 2007, to enjoy a first success as Hoopy, who he also bred, scored for trainer Noel 
Glynn in a novices’ hurdle at Roscommon. Earls has been a keen supporter of Gordon Elliott since the trainer took out a licence 2006 and the pair have 
combined for numerous successes over the past few seasons, most notably with Hoopy and Chicago Grey, who won the National Hunt Chase at the 
Cheltenham Festival in March, 2011. Earls’ son Sean was formerly a pupil assistant with the 2011 John Smith’s Grand National-winning trainer Donald 
McCain and now trains point-to-pointers at Earls’ own yard in Galway. Earls has also had horses in training in Britain with Richard Guest, who rode Red 
Marauder to victory in the John Smith’s Grand National in 2001, and Cork-based Susan Finn. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2012 Chicago Grey (BD 5th) 
  
Gordon Elliott IRE (Trim, County Meath) 
Born on March 2, 1978, in Summerhill, Co Meath, Gordon Elliott was a successful point-to-point rider, who also partnered winners under Rules. He 
started his racing career while still at school, working at Tony Martin's stable in County Meath. From there, he moved to Britain, joining Martin Pipe in 
2002, and during his spell in Somerset his six rides as an amateur included one winner. Elliott then returned to Ireland for another term at Martin's 
stables. In 2004, Barry Callaghan bought Capranny Stables at Trim in County Meath. When Elliott started his training career, early in 2006, those 
stables became his base although he moved to a new yard at nearby Longwood in October, 2012. Elliott’s first runner under Rules came at the 2006 
Cheltenham Festival, when Brandon Mountain was pulled up in the Fred Winter Juvenile Novices’ Handicap Hurdle. He continued to send runners over 
to the UK and enjoyed almost instant success, most notably with Arresting, who notched up four victories between May and July, 2006. Elliott’s John 
Smith’s Grand National victory with Silver Birch in 2007 was remarkable not only because he was only 29 at the time, but also because he had yet to 
saddle a winner in his native country. The winners in Ireland soon followed and Elliott enjoyed big-race success with the former Epsom Derby fifth 
Salford City, who won the Grade Two Tipperary Hurdle in October, 2007. Elliott saddled Salford City to finish third in a Grade Two chase at Saratoga, 
USA, in August, 2008, and the gelding also contested the Grade One New York Turf Writers Cup Chase at the same course three weeks later. Elliott 
recorded an initial Grade One victory with Jessies Dream in the Drinmore Novice Chase in December, 2010, and celebrated his first Cheltenham 
Festival successes in 2011 with Chicago Grey in the National Hunt Chase and Carlito Brigante in the Coral Cup. He enjoyed more Cheltenham Festival 
success this year when Flaxen Flare captured the Fred Winter Juvenile Handicap Hurdle. The trainer has also enjoyed a major Flat victory with Dirar in 
the 2010 Ebor at York. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2007 SILVER BIRCH (WON); 2009 Silver Birch (Fell 22nd); 2010 Backstage (UR 20th); 2011 Backstage 
(10th); 2012 Tharawaat (8th), Chicago Grey (BD 5th) 
 
Paul Carberry 
Born February 9, 1974, Paul Carberry has inherited a wealth of riding talent from his father Tommy, who won the 1975 Grand National on L'Escargot. 
He followed in his father's footsteps when partnering Bobbyjo, trained by Tommy, to a popular victory in the 1999 Grand National. That success came 
two years after he lifted the Topham Trophy over the big Aintree fences aboard Joe White. His brother Philip is also a successful rider, while his sister 
Nina is a leading amateur. For the last 20 years, Carberry has forged a reputation as one of the most stylish jockeys - a talent nurtured through hunting, 
show jumping and point-to-pointing in Ireland. He rides principally for Noel Meade in Ireland. Carberry was Irish champion in 2001/02 and 2002/03. 
Nicknamed ‘Alice' in the weighing room, Carberry is a renowned party person and once suffered a bizarre injury when being head-butted in the stomach 
by a deer while out hunting. He has been successful aboard numerous high-class horses including Harchibald, Iktitaf, Direct Route, Doran's Pride, Beef 
Or Salmon, Limestone Lad, Go Native, Looks Like Trouble and Pandorama. He has partnered 13 winners at the Cheltenham Festival, including Solwhit 
in this year’s Ladbrokes World Hurdle. Carberry made the headlines for the wrong reasons in 2006 when he was sentenced to two months 
imprisonment for setting fire to a newspaper on an Aer Lingus flight, although this was reduced to community service on appeal. In October, 2009, he 
failed a breath test for alcohol before riding at Naas and was banned from riding for 30 days. He has now resolved not to drink again until his riding 
career is over and has recorded the highs and lows of his life to date in the autobiography “One Hell Of A Ride”, which was published in October, 2011. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1994 Rust Never Sleeps (Fell 27th); 1996 Three Brownies (6th); 1997 Buckboard Bounce (4th); 1998 
Decyborg (PU bef  27th); 1999 BOBBYJO (WON); 2000 Bobbyjo (11th); 2002 Ad Hoc (BD 4 out); 2003 Ad Hoc (UR 19th); 2004 Joss Naylor (PU 
bef 19th); 2005 Colnel Rayburn (Pulled up bef 27th); 2006 Sir Oj (Fell 22nd); 2007 Dun Doire (PU bef 27th), 2008 King Johns Castle (2nd), 2010 
King Johns Castle (Refused to Race); 2011 Backstage (10th); 2012 Chicago Grey (BD 5th) 



COLBERT STATION (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Witness Box (USA) - Laurenca’s Girl (IRE) (Commanche Run) 

9-11-01     Form: 364/46951177/413-5211  Owner: J P McManus 
Trainer: Ted Walsh    Jockey: A P McCoy   Breeder: Mary Barry Murphy 
Colbert Station 
Colbert Station, born on April 25, 2004, was sold as a foal at Tattersalls Ireland in November, 2004, for 7,200 euros. He was third behind fellow John 
Smith’s Grand National aspirant Across The Bay on his debut in a Fairyhouse maiden hurdle in January, 2009. He had six more starts over hurdles 
before winning a handicap hurdle at Punchestown in December, 2009, He scored comfortably under A P McCoy at Leopardstown in January, 2010. 
After creditable efforts in handicap hurdles at the Fairyhouse and Punchestown spring festivals, Colbert Station was not seen again until December, 
2011, when lining up in a three-mile novices’ chase at Punchestown. He ran respectably to come home fourth and improved for that run to land an 
extended two-mile beginners chase at Leopardstown in January, 2010, before rounding off the season with a third-placed finish behind Leanne in a 
competitive handicap chase at Leopardstown in March. The nine-year-old was fifth behind the classy Hidden Cyclone on his comeback this season in a 
chase at Gowran Park on November 24, before chasing home Roi Du Mee in a three-mile handicap hurdle at Navan on December 8. He returned to 
fences at Leopardstown over Christmas with an emphatic five and a half length victory in the hugely competitive Paddy Power Handicap Chase over 
three miles and completed his preparation for Aintree with a decisive two-length success in a three-mile handicap hurdle at the same course on 
February 3. Race Record: Starts: 18; Wins: 5; 2nd: 1; 3rd: 2; Win & Place Prize Money: £137,744 
J P McManus 
Few people have enjoyed a closer association with jump racing in the last 30 years than John Patrick ’J P’ McManus, who was born on a farm in Co 
Limerick on March 10, 1951 and attended the Christian Brothers school on Sexton Street, Limerick. He left his father’s plant hire business at the age of 
20 to become a racecourse bookmaker, but then took the less well-trodden route of gamekeeper-turned-poacher to be a professional punter. McManus 
recalls one of his first bets as being on Merryman II in the 1960 Grand National when he was just nine, but the bet that changed his life was £4 on 
Linden Tree in a Newmarket maiden in 1970, the horse winning at 100/8. He had another £4 on when Linden Tree won the Observer Gold Cup at 25/1, 
and £5 each-way at 33/1 for the Derby, when the horse beat all bar Mill Reef. The amount he wagered grew rapidly and he is still one of the highest-
staking punters on the racecourse. Dubbed “the Sundance Kid” by journalist Hugh McIlvanney after a number of major gambles in the ring during the 
1970s, he is also the biggest jump owner in terms of numbers in Britain, Ireland and France (some 300 horses spread over 50 trainers ran for him last 
season) after he purchased his first racehorse, Cill Dara, at the age of 26. He has a host of business interests including dealing on the financial 
markets from his Geneva, Switzerland base and part-ownership of the Sandy Lane Hotel in Barbados, where he also has a house. With John Magnier, 
he bought a 28.7% stake in Manchester United through the Cubic Expression company before subsequently selling out to US tycoon Malcolm Glazer in 
2005. He was in the news shortly after that because of his stake in the pub and restaurant operator Mitchells and Butler. In 2012, the Sunday Times 
estimated McManus’ wealth at £471 million, making him the 14th richest person in Ireland. Since Mister Donovan landed the William Hill Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle in 1982, he has enjoyed 38 other Cheltenham Festival successes, headed by the great three-time Champion Hurdle hero Istabraq. In 
2010, he won a fourth Champion Hurdle with Binocular, while the 2012 Festival yielded five more successes headed by Synchronised’s gutsy victory in 
the Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup, but he had to wait until the final day this year before gaining two successes. McManus does a lot of work for charity 
and his Pro-Am golf tournament takes place every five years and has raised over 95 million euros. McManus is also a keen backgammon player and a 
big hurling fan. He owns Jackdaws Castle, the Gloucestershire yard that Jonjo O’Neill trains from, and has invested heavily in improving facilities since 
purchasing the property in 2001. He was British champion owner for the 2005/6, 2006/7, 2008/9, 2009/10 and 2011/12 seasons. A full 28 years after 
his runner in the race, McManus finally achieved a long-held ambition when Don’t Push It won the 2010 John Smith’s Grand National. Last year, 
Sunnyhillboy went agonisingly close to giving McManus a second success when beaten a nose by the Paul Nicholls-trained Neptune Collonges. John 
Smith’s Grand National Record: 1982 Deep Gale (Fell 1st), 1988 Bucko (PU bef 27th), 1992 Laura's Beau (3rd), 1994 Laura’s Beau (Fell 6th), 
1996 Wylde Hide (UR 24th), 1997 Wylde Hide (UR 22nd); 1998 Gimme Five (5th), 2002 Spot Thedifference (UR 27th); 2003 Youlneverwalkalone 
(PU bef 13th); 2004 Clan Royal (2nd), Spot Thedifference (5th), Risk Accessor (UR 6th), Le Coudray (Fell 22nd); 2005 Innox (7th), Spot 
Thedifference (18th), Shamawan (21st), Clan Royal (CO 22nd), Le Coudray (PU before 21st), Risk Accessor (UR 2nd); 2006 Clan Royal (3rd), 
Risk Accessor (5th), Innox (Fell 1st), First Gold (UR 23rd); 2007 L’Ami (10th), Clan Royal (11th); 2008 King Johns Castle (2nd), L’Ami (Fell 
2nd), Bob Hall (PU bef 19th), Butler’s Cabin (Fell 22nd); 2009 Butler’s Cabin (7th), Reveillez (BD 3rd), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 18th), L’Ami (PU 
bef 30th); 2010 DON’T PUSH IT (WON), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 8th), Arbor Supreme (UR 15th), King Johns Castle (refused to race); 2011 Don’t 
Push It (3rd), Blue Sea Cracker (14th), Quolibet (UR 11th), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 18th), Arbor Supreme (Fell 28th); 2012 Sunnyhillboy (2nd), 
Synchronised (Fell 6th), Arbor Supreme (UR 10th), Quiscover Fontaine (Fell 17th) 
Ted Walsh IRE (Kill, County Kildare) 
Born on April 14, 1950, at Fermoy in Co Cork and now based at Greenhills near Naas in Co Kildare, Ted Walsh is a racehorse trainer, journalist and 
broadcaster with RTE and Channel 4. His father, Ruby, had a public house and kept a livery stable in Fermoy. In 1954 the Walsh family relocated to 
the United States, but came back to Ireland less than two years later and Ruby rented a yard at Chapelizod, Co Dublin. The Walshes later moved to a 
farm in Kill, Co Kildare, which Ted has now extended to 60 acres. Walsh was Irish champion amateur jockey on 11 occasions, and rode four 
Cheltenham Festival winners, including the 1979 Queen Mother Champion Chase on Hilly Way. Commanche Court, who Walsh selected, purchased 
and trained for owner Dermot Desmond, won the 1997 Triumph Hurdle and completed an amazing double for Walsh in 2000 when winning the Irish 
National at Fairyhouse 16 days after Papillon landed the John Smith's Grand National at Aintree. Both horses were partnered by Walsh’s son Ruby, 
while another of his children Katie is also a successful jockey with two Cheltenham Festival wins to her name. They came close to a John Smith’s 
Grand National success last year when Seabass, ridden by Katie and trained by Ted, finished third. Walsh’s other daughter Jennifer is agent to Ruby, 
while his other son Ted Jnr married leading jockey Nina Carberry on February 7, 2012. Ted Walsh's other training successes include the Bet365 Gold 
Cup with Jack High in 2005, while Rince Ri won a number of good races for the stable including the Argento Chase at Cheltenham in 2002.  
John Smith's Grand National Record: 1992 Roc De Prince (17th); 2000 PAPILLON (WON), 2001 Papillon (4th), 2006 Jack High (UR 15th), 
Rince Ri (Ref 27th), 2007 Jack High (Fell 6th); 2009 Southern Vic (8th); 2012 Seabass (3rd) 
A P (Tony)  McCoy 
Born in Moneyglass, Co Antrim, Northern Ireland on May 4, 1974, 17-time champion A P (Tony) McCoy is the greatest jump jockey of his era and many 
would argue of all time. He is the son of Peadar McCoy, who bred the 1993 County Hurdle victor Thumbs Up. McCoy started out with Billy Rock, riding 
out from the age of 12, before trying his luck as a Flat jockey with Jim Bolger and rode his first winner on Legal Steps at Thurles on March 26, 1992. 
Since growing too heavy and turning to jump racing, he has not looked back. He partnered his first British winner, Chickabiddy, at Exeter on September 
7, 1994 and was champion conditional rider in Britain in 1994/5 with a then record 74 winners when attached to Toby Balding's Hampshire yard. He 
took his first senior title the following season with 174 wins. His domination has brought 17 consecutive jump jockey's titles and he is currently well on 
course for number 18 this season. McCoy broke Peter Scudamore's record of 221 wins in the 1997/8 season with 253 successes and broke his own 
record for the fastest 200 winners in the 1999/2000 season, ending up with 245 successes. In 2001/02 he beat by 20 the record of 269 winners in any 
season set by Flat jockey Sir Gordon Richards. He has passed the double century mark five times and reached the 3,000 winner mark at Plumpton in 
February, 2009. He had a fairytale 1997 Cheltenham Festival, recording a rare double on Make A Stand for his then boss Martin Pipe in the Champion 
Hurdle and Mr Mulligan in the Cheltenham Gold Cup. McCoy added a second Champion Hurdle when successful on Brave Inca in 2006 and a third in 
2010 with Binocular. In total, he has partnered 29 winners at The Festival and won the Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup for the second time in 2012 on 
Synchronised. In April, 2004, he left Martin Pipe's stable after accepting a reportedly huge retainer from J P McManus and rides for the owner’s 
principal trainer in Britain, Jonjo O'Neill. He scored a long-awaited victory in the Grand National aboard Don’t Push It in 2010, his 15th ride in the race. 
That landmark win helped towards him being crowned BBC Sports Personality of the Year that December. McCoy also rides regularly for Nicky 
Henderson. His wife Chanelle gave birth to their daughter Eve late in 2007 and is currently pregnant with their second child. McCoy was made an MBE 
in the 2003 Queen’s Birthday Honours List and his achievements were recognised with a reception at Stormont, the seat of government in Northern 
Ireland, in August, 2009. In the 2010 Birthday Honours List he was made an OBE. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1995 Chatam (Fell 12th), 
1996 Deep Bramble (PU bef 2 out); 1998 Challenger Du Luc (Fell 1st); 1999 Eudipe (Fell 22nd); 2000 Dark Stranger (UR 3rd); 2001 Blowing 
Wind (3rd), 2002 Blowing Wind (3rd), 2003 Iris Bleu (PU bef 16th); 2004 Jurancon II (Fell 4th); 2005 Clan Royal (CO 22nd); 2006 Clan Royal 
(3rd); 2007 L’Ami (10th); 2008 Butler’s Cabin (Fell 22nd); 2009 Butler’s Cabin (7th): 2010 DON’T PUSH IT (WON); 2011 Don’t Push It (3rd); 2012 
Synchronised (Fell 6th) 

 



FORPADYDEPLASTERER (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Moscow Society (USA) - Run Artiste (Deep Run) 

11-11-00   Jump Form: 11214/12221/222222/2P/233464-2P1536 Owner: Goat Racing Syndicate  
Trainer: Tom Cooper IRE   Jockey: Andrew McNamara    Breeder: John Broderick 
 
Forpadydeplasterer  
Forpadydeplasterer, born on May 10, 2002, owes his name to Bertie Ahern, the former Irish prime minister who is also an associate of 
the gelding’s part-owner Charlie Chawke. Two of Ahern’s closest friends shared the same name, Paddy Reilly, so one was referred to 
as “Paddy the Plasterer”. When racing was abandoned at Leopardstown in March, 2007, a group of friends had lunch at The Goat pub 
instead and decided to buy a racehorse and name it Forpadydeplasterer in honour of Ahern and Reilly’s financial transactions. Brian 
Cooper, one of those present at The Goat, asked his brother Tom to find an unnamed horse that he would train for the syndicate. 
Cooper sourced a Moscow Society gelding, who made a winning start to his career in a Galway bumper in October, 2007. A highly 
progressive season over hurdles followed as Forpadydeplasterer captured the Grade One Deloitte Novice Hurdle at Leopardstown in 
February, 2008, and finished fourth in the Grade One Neptune Investment Management Novices’ Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival. 
He was sent chasing for the 2008/2009 campaign and was runner-up in the Drinmore Novice Chase, the Irish Arkle Novice Chase and 
the Dr P J Moriarty Novice Chase before gaining a deserved Grade One success in the Racing Post Arkle at the 2009 Cheltenham 
Festival. A frustrating run followed as Forpadydeplaster finished second on next seven starts, including five Grade One contests - the 
Swordlestown Cup Novice Chase, the Tingle Creek Chase, the Queen Mother Champion Chase, the John Smith’s Melling Chase and 
the Punchestown Champion Chase. Connections stepped him up to three miles for the King George VI Chase at Kempton Park in 
January, 2011, but he was pulled up behind Long Run, and he continued to run well in defeat throughout the following season, 
including when finishing sixth in the Ryanair Chase at Cheltenham in March, 2012, and fourth in the John Smith’s Melling Chase the 
following month. The current campaign started in a similar vein, with Forpadydeplasterer chasing home Sizing Europe in the Grade 
Two PWC Champion Chase at Gowran Park in October. Following a first run on the Flat at Galway and a disappointing effort in the 
Paddy Power Gold Cup at Cheltenham, Forpadydeplasterer won his first race for three and a half years with victory in a three-mile 
chase at Thurles on November 29. He subsequently came home last of five in the Grade One Paddy Power Dial-A-Bet Chase at 
Leopardstown’s Christmas meeting and was third in a two and a half mile chase at Clonmel on February 7. Forpadydeplasterer 
warmed up for Aintree with a rare foray over hurdles, coming home sixth at Leopardstown on March 3.  
Jump Race Record: Starts: 30; 1st: 6; 2nd: 13; 3rd: 3; Win & Place prize money: £468,463 
 
Goat Racing Syndicate  
Charlie Chawke heads the 20-strong syndicate that owns Forpadydeplasterer. Chawke owns a chain of eight pubs contained within 
the Chawke Group, some of which are co-owned by former Irish Senator Eddie Bohan – The Oval, The Dropping Well, The Bank, The 
Goat, The Lord Lucan, The Old Orchard, Aunty Lena’s and Bill Chawke’s Bar. In 2005, Chawke paid the highest price ever paid for a 
pub in Ireland - €22 million - for the Orchard in Rathfarnham on the outskirts of Dublin. He was also a member of the Drumaville 
Consortium that purchased Sunderland football club in 2006 and sold the premier league team to Ellis Short in 2009. Chawke had a 
leg amputated after being shot in a robbery in October, 2003. The syndicate is named after one of Chawke’s pubs, The Goat in 
Goatstown, near Leopardstown, and 10 of the group are known as the Piano Gang because “they are really mad guys - they get 
barred from the pub every weekend and reinstated every Monday”. Forpadydeplasterer is the only horse to have raced for the 
syndicate, whose colours are based on the red and white of Sunderland, but the horse has proven to be a real star for the syndicate, 
winning Leopardstown’s Deloitte Novice Hurdle and the Racing Post Arkle Chase at the Cheltenham Festival in 2009.  
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Tom Cooper (Tralee, County Kerry, Ireland)  
The father of up and coming jockey Bryan, Tom Cooper initially trained as a dentist and he still divides his time between training and 
running his dental laboratory in Tralee, County Kerry. Born on January 3, 1965, he started out training under a permit in 1994 before 
taking out a full licence in 1998. He saddled his first winner at his local course Tralee on June 2, 1997, as Flying In The Gale captured 
a handicap hurdle. The mare proved to be an early standard bearer for Cooper, winning five times in all, while Diamond Melody and 
talented dual-code performer Galileo Strike also advertised Cooper’s ability to train winners. His first real star was Total Enjoyment, 
who scored in the 2004 Weatherbys Champion Bumper at the Cheltenham Festival. Cooper enjoyed further Grade One success with 
Forpadydeplasterer, who captured the Deloitte Novice Hurdle at Leopardstown in February, 2008, before giving the trainer a second 
Cheltenham Festival win in the Racing Post Arkle Chase. His most recent stable star has been Lucky William, successful in the Grade 
One Ryanair Novice Chase at the 2012 Punchestown Festival. Despite not saddling any runners at the Cheltenham Festival in 2013, 
quietly spoken Cooper still had a meeting to remember as his son Bryan recorded his first three wins at the fixture on Benefficient 
(Jewson Novices’ Chase), Our Conor (JCB Triumph Hurdle) and Ted Veale (Vincent O’Brien County Handicap Hurdle).  
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Andrew McNamara 
Born on April 30, 1983, Andrew McNamara is the son of Co Limerick handler Andrew McNamara Snr, for whom he rode his first 
winner aboard La Captive at Wexford on July 13, 2002. McNamara senior has had three Grand National runners and saddled the 
1985 Arkle Trophy winner Boreen Prince while Andrew’s cousin is J T McNamara, the amateur who tragically suffered a serious neck 
injury resulting in paralysis following a fall at this year’s Cheltenham Festival. His brother Robbie is an amateur rider who partnered 
Majestic Concorde in the 2011 John Smith’s Grand National. Andrew McNamara turned professional in June, 2004, having previously 
been champion point-to-point rider in Ireland in the 2003/04 season. He enjoyed the biggest win of his career at the 2006 Cheltenham 
Festival when Newmill collected the Queen Mother Champion Chase, while he also won the 2006 John Smith’s Melling Chase at 
Aintree on Hi Cloy, the 2008 Irish Champion Hurdle on Sizing Europe and the 2009 James Nicholson Wine Chase on The Listener. He 
now rides primarily for Edward O’Grady and has enjoyed notable success for that trainer on Grade One-winning hurdlers Catch Me 
and Jumbo Rio, as well as Tranquil Sea, triumphant in the 2009 Paddy Power Gold Cup at Cheltenham and the 2010 Grade One John 
Durkan Memorial Punchestown Chase. Bluesea Cracker provided him with an Irish Grand National success in 2010. He is based at 
Dooradoile, County Limerick. 
John Smith's Grand National Record: 2006 Rince Ri (Ref 27th); 2007 Cloudy Bays (Ref 15th); 2008 Black Apalachi (Fell 2nd); 

2009 Snowy Morning (9th), 2010 Ballyholland (PU 28th), 2011 Bluesea Cracker (14th) 



HARRY THE VIKING (GB) FACTFILE 
ch g Sir Harry Lewis (USA) - Viking Flame (Viking (USA)) 

 8-10-06     Form: 2/11112P-P90  Owner: Sir Alex Ferguson, Ged Mason, Ron Wood, Peter Done 
 Trainer: Paul Nicholls    Jockey: Ryan Mahon  Breeder: W Bush 
 
Harry The Viking 
Harry The Viking, born on April 29, 2005, was just touched off on his debut by stable companion Oscargo in a three-mile maiden hurdle at Chepstow in March, 2011, but made 
no mistake back at the Welsh course in October, 2011, scoring decisively by two lengths from the classy Forgotten Gold. After overcoming greenness to win a novices’ hurdle 
at Towcester the following month, Harry The Viking got the better of Saint Are in a three-mile novices’ chase at Doncaster in December, 2011, before a game victory over 
Ikoroudu Road in a novices’ handicap chase at the same course later that month. Despite his relative inexperience, he lined up in the four-mile National Hunt Chase at the 2012 
Cheltenham Festival and ran with plenty of credit to finish second to comfortable winner Teaforthree. On the back of that effort, Harry The Viking was sent off favourite for the 
Scottish Grand National at Ayr in April, 2012, but disappointed when pulled up before the 19th. The eight-year-old has failed to fire in three starts this season, being pulled up on 
his reappearance at Cheltenham in November and finishing down the field in the Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury in December and the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Handicap 
Chase at the Cheltenham Festival on March 14. Race Record: Starts: 10; Wins: 4; 2nd: 2; 3rd: -; Win & Place Prize Money: £29,875 
 
Sir Alex Ferguson, Ged Mason, Ron Wood & Peter Done 
Sir Alex Ferguson is the manager of Manchester United Football Club and the most successful British football manager of all time. Born December 31, 1941 in Govan, 
Glasgow, Ferguson scored a consolation goal on his league debut as a player for Queen’s Park, aged 16. His playing career subsequently took in St Johnstone, Dunfermline, 
Rangers, Falkirk and Ayr United. His £65,000 transfer between Dunfermline and Rangers in 1967 was at the time a record fee between two Scottish clubs. After retiring from 
playing at the end of the 1973/74 season, he stepped into management with East Stirlingshire, followed by a successful spell at St Mirren, and then Aberdeen where he won the 
Scottish Premier Division three times and added the UEFA Cup Winner’s Cup. He was Scotland’s national team manager from September 1985 until June, 1986, leaving the 
post when the team was dumped out of the World Cup in Mexico with only one point from three matches. Ferguson became Manchester United manager that year and his 
phenomenal reign has seen the club land the Premier League title 12 times, the FA Cup on five occasions, the League Cup four times, a UEFA Cup Winners’ Cup, and the 
UEFA Champions’ League twice. He was made an OBE in 1983, received his CBE in 1995 and was knighted in 1999. Ferguson married Cathy in 1966 and they have three 
sons, Mark and the twins, Darren (a football manager) and Jason (a football agent). Ferguson has been a major financial donor to the Labour party and lives in Wilmslow, 
Cheshire. The best horse to carry his red colours was the great miler Rock Of Gibraltar, who notched a European record of seven consecutive Group One victories that 
included the 2001 renewals of the 2,000 Guineas, Sussex Stakes and Prix du Moulin. Ged Mason became chief executive of Morson Group in January, 2005, having been the 
company’s managing director from 1999. Mason, 49, joined the Morson Group in 1986 after completing his university education and following a period working for a technical 
recruitment company in Canada. Morson Group Plc is a leading provider of human capital and engineering design solutions to the engineering and technical business sectors. 
Mason’s colours are associated with dual Grade One winner What A Friend and Sporazene, who landed the Vincent O’Brien County Handicap Hurdle at the 2004 Cheltenham 
Festival, as well as a Punchestown Grade One in 2003. He first got into racing through his attendance as a guest at corporate events. Ron Wood, 64, started a wholesale 
greeting card and gift wrap business with his wife Gail in 1966 and sold the company, which became known as Birthdays, for £90 million in 1996. He has subsequently turned 
his attention to property and owns Ron Wood Developments, which is based in Bury. He lives in the village Greenmount on the outskirts of Manchester. Peter Done, 66, 
established the first betting shop in Salford in 1967 alongside his older brother Fred - the pair won a substantial amount of money following a bet on England to win the World 
Cup in the previous year. The company, which trades under the name Betfred, has flourished to become the fourth biggest bookmaker in the UK, with over 1,350 betting shops 
throughout the country, and purchased the tote from the British government in a deal worth £265 million in 2011. While Fred is still the chairman of Betfred, Peter set up 
Peninsula Business Services in 1983 after being faced with an employment tribunal. Peninsula, which is the leading provider of employment law and health & safety services in 
the UK, is based in Manchester and employs 900 people in the UK and Ireland. Peter also writes a weekly column for the Sunday Times entitled The Business Doctor. The 
Done brothers were valued at £700 million in the 2012 Sunday Times Rich List. John Smith's Grand National Record (Ged Mason & Sir Alex Ferguson): 2011 What A 
Friend (PU 27th)  
 
Paul Nicholls (Ditcheat, Somerset)  
Seven-time champion jump trainer Paul Nicholls was born at Lydney, Gloucestershire, April 17, 1962 and grew up in Olveston near Bristol. He has been training at Manor Farm 
Stables in Ditcheat, Somerset, since taking out a licence on November 1, 1991. The policeman’s son started out in racing as a jump jockey and partnered 119 winners between 
1980 and 1989, with his biggest British successes coming in the Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury on Broadheath (1986) and Playschool (1987), who also captured the 1988 
Vincent O'Brien (Irish) Gold Cup with Paul up. He struggled to keep his weight down and gave up race riding. Between 1989 and 1991, he was assistant trainer to David 
Barons, who trained Boardheath and Playschool and sent out Seagram to win the 1991 Grand National at Aintree during that time. He has always trained at Paul Barber's 
Manor Farm, initially with just eight horses. Nicholls, who now has over 200 horses in training, quickly made his mark as a trainer with an early highlight coming on Saturday, 
November 7, 1998, when pulling off the amazing feat of saddling seven winners and three seconds from 10 runners and he later made history when he became the first trainer 
to saddle six winners on the same card, at Wincanton, his local track, on January 21, 2006. Another early high point in his training career came at the 1999 Cheltenham Festival 
when he captured the major chase on each of the three days - Flagship Uberalles scored in the Racing Post Arkle Chase, Call Equiname in the Sportingbet Queen Mother 
Champion Chase the following day and, best of all, See More Business took the Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup. Having strongly challenged Martin Pipe for the jump trainers' 
championship over a number of years, most notably when pushing his great rival right to the last day of the 2004/05 campaign, Nicholls claimed his first title the following 
season and he has retained the title every season since, though he is in a fight for supremacy this season with Nicky Henderson. Recent flag-bearers for Nicholls have included 
the brilliant 16-time Grade One winner Kauto Star, who became the first horse to win the William Hill King George VI Chase five times and the only chaser to regain the Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup at the Cheltenham Festival (2007 & 2009). Denman captured the 2008 Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup and twice defied top weight to win the Hennessy 
Gold Cup, while Master Minded gained eight Grade One victories including two renewals of the Sportingbet Queen Mother Champion Chase. Big Buck’s has also entered the 
record books with 17 consecutive wins over hurdles, beating Sir Ken’s record of 16 set between 1951 and 1953, headed by an unprecedented four successive victories in the 
Ladbrokes World Hurdle. Nicholls celebrated a first victory in the Stan James Champion Hurdle with Rock On Ruby last year and he is currently fourth on the all time list of 
trainers at the Cheltenham Festival with 33 wins to his name. He became the first trainer to accrue more than £4 million in a season in 2007/08 and recorded his 2,000th winner 
at Down Royal on November 5, 2011, 20 years after taking out his training licence, making him the quickest to reach this landmark figure in jump racing. After saddling 52 
runners in the John Smith’s Grand National, Nicholls finally recorded his first success in the great race in 2012 as Neptune Collonges beat Sunnyhillboy by a nose - the smallest 
winning margin in the history of the contest. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1992 Just So (6th); 1996 Vicompt De Valmont (10th), Deep Bramble (PU bef 2 out), 
Brackenfield (UR 19th); 1997 Straight Talk (Fell 14th); 1998 What A Hand (Fell 1st), Court Melody (Fell 6th), General Crack (PU 11th); 1999 Strong Chairman (15th), 
Double Thriller (Fell 1st), 2000 Earthmover (Fell 4th), Torduff Express (Fell 13th), Flaked Oats (Fell 20th), Escartefigue (UR 30th); 2001 Earthmover (Fell 4th); 2002 
Murt’s Man (PU bef 17th), Ad Hoc (BD 27th); 2003 Montifault (5th), Fadalko (UR 6th), Ad Hoc (UR 19th), Shotgun Willy (PU bef 22nd), Torduff Express (UR 27th); 2004 
Exit To Wave (PU bef 9th); 2005 Royal Auclair (2nd), Heros Collonges (8th), L’Aventure (15th), Ad Hoc (Fell 22nd); 2006 Royal Auclair (Fell 1st), Le Roi Miguel (PU 
bef 19th), Cornish Rebel (PU bef 19th), Silver Birch (Fell 15th), Le Duc (UR 8th), Heros Collonges (UR 15th); 2007 Royal Auclair (Fell 9th), Le Duc (UR 6th), Eurotrek 
(PU bef 22nd), Thisthatandtother (PU bef 30th); 2008 Cornish Sett (12th), Mr Pointment (PU bef last), Turko (Fell 25th); 2009 My Will (3rd), Big Fella Thanks (6th), 
Cornish Sett (17th), Eurotrek (PU 17th); 2010 Big Fella Thanks (4th), Tricky Trickster (9th), My Will (Fell 4th), Nozic (UR 20th); 2011 Niche Market (5th), Ornais (Fell 
4th), The Tother One (Fell 6th), What A Friend (PU 27th); 2012 NEPTUNE COLLONGES (WON). 
 
Ryan Mahon 
Born on July 4, 1987, Ryan Mahon comes from a background steeped in point-to-point racing. His grandfather Jim Mahon was a hugely influential figure between the flags as 
he not only founded the Point-to-Point Owners’ & Riders’ Association but was also instrumental in introducing the first ever meeting to be run under Jockey Club Rules on a 
Sunday in Britain - at Ashorne, Warwickshire - on April 25, 1993. Jim also trained Blue Cheek to win the 1997 John Smith’s Fox Hunters’ Chase. Ryan’s father Gabe holds a 
permit. Ryan’s two sisters, Ella and Lara plus his younger brother Leo have all ridden in point to points,. Unsurprisingly Ryan started off in the point-to-point world before joining 
the stable of Paul Nicholls in 2007. He registered his first success under Rules when partnering Foolish Myth to victory in a hunters’ chase at Newton Abbott on May 8, 2008, for 
Ditcheat handler David Staddon. After a promising start to his career, Ryan was banned for six months by the BHA in December, 2008, after he attempted to pass off a 
substitute urine sample at the British Racing School, Newmarket, in August of the same year. He continued to be supported by Nicholls and enjoyed a breakthrough campaign 
in the 2010/11 campaign, riding the likes of Silviniaco Conti and Woolcombe Folly to victory. He was champion amateur in 2010/11 before turning professional at the end of that 
season. His biggest success this season came on Pacha Du Polder in the Grade Three Greatwood Gold Cup at Newbury. 
John Smith’s Grand National record: 2011 The Tother One (Fell 6th)  



 IMPERIAL COMMANDER (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Flemensfirth (USA) - Ballinlovane (Le Moss) 

12-11-10    Form: 146173/114/161/P251U/1P/2  Owner: Our Friends In The North   
Trainer: Nigel Twiston-Davies  Jockey: Sam Twiston-Davies   Breeder: Laurence Flynn 

 
Imperial Commander 
Imperial Commander, born on May 21, 2001, passed cheaply through the sale ring as a young horse. A 4,000 euro Goffs December Sale yearling, the Flemensfirth gelding 
made 19,000 euros as a three-year-old when selling at Goffs in June, 2004. Imperial Commander was an emphatic eight-length winner on his only start in an Irish point-to-point 
at Summerhill in April, 2005. He was then bought privately from Colin McKeever for £30,000 by Kevin Ross for Our Friends In The North Syndicate. Imperial Commander made 
his debut for trainer Nigel Twiston-Davies at Cheltenham in October, 2006, when he posted a convincing eight-length victory in an extended two-mile bumper. He returned to 
Prestbury Park for The Open the following month but could only finish fourth to Massini’s Maguire in a novice hurdle and made a third consecutive appearance at the course the 
following month when taking sixth in a Grade Two novices’ hurdle at the International Meeting. His first success over hurdles came in January, 2007 - a no-nonsense 19-length 
verdict in a novices’ contest at Newcastle. Imperial Commander ended that season with two good efforts in Grade One company, coming seventh in the Ballymore Properties 
Novices’ Hurdle at The Festival and third in the Sefton Novices’ Hurdle at Aintree in April. He made just three appearances in the 2007/08 campaign, all at Cheltenham, 
including an all-the-way success in a beginners’ chase at The Showcase at Cheltenham, and another front-running victory in a novice contest at The Open. He failed to 
complete a hat-trick of victories when trailing home last of four in another novice chase at The International, also at Cheltenham. Growing pains forced Imperial Commander to 
miss the rest of the season but he returned to Cheltenham for his first start of the 2008/09 term, making his handicap debut in the Grade Three Paddy Power Gold Cup. An 
official mark of 139 looked generous as Imperial Commander powered to a two and three quarter length victory over Barbers Shop with a further 11 lengths back to the third 
home Private Be. Imperial Commander made no impact in the Grade One King George VI Chase at Kempton Park next time, coming home sixth behind Kauto Star, but proved 
himself to be a chaser of the highest order with a stunning two-length victory over Voy Por Ustedes in the Grade One Ryanair Chase at the Cheltenham Festival in March, 2009. 
He then failed to cope with the soft to heavy ground in the Punchestown Gold Cup and was pulled up by Paddy Brennan before the final fence. The 2009/10 season got under 
way with a stunning effort that saw Imperial Commander almost defeat the great Kauto Star in the Betfair Chase at Haydock, as he went down by perhaps the shortest nose in 
history. For the second year running he failed to show his best at Kempton on Boxing Day as he finished a distant sixth to that old rival in the King George. As he had done the 
previous season, Imperial Commander enjoyed a break before returning to the fray at The Festival on March 19, 2010, when he quickened away from former champion 
Denman for an impressive seven-length victory in the Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup. He unseated Paddy Brennan next time out in the Betfred Bowl at Aintree. His two starts in 
the 2010/11 campaign began with a convincing success in the Betfair Chase at Haydock Park before he pulled up with a broken blood vessel when attempting a repeat 
Cheltenham Gold Cup victory. He missed the entire 2011/12 season with tendon problems and was not seen out again January 26 this year when he was runner-up to Cape 
Tribulation in the Argento Chase at Cheltenham. He swerved the Cheltenham Festival this year due to a lung infection and was instead aimed at the John Smith’s Grand 
National. Race Record: Starts: 20; 1st: 8; 2nd: 1; 3rd: 1; Win & Place Prize Money: £707,073 
 
Our Friends in the North 
The eight-strong partnership is fronted by Newcastle-born and Carlisle-based Ian Robinson, who founded Our Friends In The North, named after the BBC series, in 2003. 
Robinson is CEO of a marine telecommunications company in the northeast and is joined in the syndicate by his wife, Gillian. They are both Newcastle United season ticket 
holders. Ian first went to Cheltenham with his dad as an 11-year-old to see The Dikler win the 1973 Gold Cup, after which he told his father that one day he himself would win 
the great steeplechase. That assertion came to fruition when Imperial Commander won impressively for the syndicate. Our Friends In The North also includes Hugh and Kay 
Doubtfire. Hugh runs his own corporate entertainment business, as does fellow syndicate member Denise Sheasby. The syndicate is completed by shop fitters Carston 
Henrikson and Martin Maxted, and Manchester-based carpet fitter Pete Williams. The syndicate’s first horse, Bobby Dazzler, was a promising novice hurdler who landed a hat-
trick in 2004, before his untimely death. The resultant insurance money was used to buy Imperial Commander. Robinson also runs other ownership entities, including the Jump 
For Fun Racing Club and the Hollow Bottom Syndicate. No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Nigel Twiston-Davies (Guiting Power, Gloucestershire) 
Nigel Twiston-Davies initially combined training as a permit-holder with his farming interests throughout the 1980s, having his first winner with Last Of The Foxes at Hereford in 
March, 1982, before the agricultural recession prompted him to make training his full-time profession. He took out a full training licence in 1989, recording his first win as a 
public trainer in December of that year with Babil at Newbury. He has since gone on to register more than 1,400 successes. Born on May 16, 1957, Twiston-Davies rode 17 
winners as an amateur under Rules and gained a further 17 point-to-point victories, and served as assistant trainer to Richard Head and Fred Rimell. A childhood neighbour 
and friend of Peter Scudamore, he went into partnership with the former champion jump jockey to set up stables at Grange Hill Farm, Guiting Power, Gloucestershire, although 
Scudamore is no longer involved in the venture and currently assists Lucinda Russell. Twiston-Davies adopted and developed the pioneering techniques of Martin Pipe, such 
as interval training and regular blood tests for his string, enabling him to rapidly raise his profile among the training ranks. He is the only current trainer to have won the Grand 
National more than once, saddling Earth Summit to victory in 1998 and Bindaree four years later. The 2001/2002 campaign had been relatively quiet by Twiston-Davies' high 
standards before Bindaree provided him with his second John Smith's Grand National success. Afterwards he revealed that he had been intending to give up training, but 
despite "having a bigger debt than Argentina" after buying out Scudamore, the Aintree victory made him have a change of heart. Twiston-Davies has had 15 successes at the 
Cheltenham Festival, headed by Imperial Commander in the 2010 Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup. He had two winners at the meeting this year. Other big-race successes 
include the bet365 Gold Cup with Beau, the Hennessy Gold Cup with King's Road, the Scottish Grand National with Captain Dibble (1992), Earth Summit (1994) and Hello Bud 
(2009), the Welsh Grand National with Earth Summit (1997) and Bindaree (2003) and the Betfair Chase with Imperial Commander (2010). His best season numerically was in 
2010/11, when he saddled 97 winners. His sons Sam and Willy are both jockeys. Sam is stable jockey to his faher, while Willy, who also started out over Jumps is now a Flat 
apprentice. Twiston-Davies won both of the races over the Grand National fences at Aintree in December with Hello Bud taking the Betfred Becher Chase and Little Josh 
successful in the Betfred Grand Sefton Chase. John Smith's Grand National Record: 1994 Young Hustler (BD 11th); 1995 Camelot Knight (Fell 21st), Dakyns Boy (UR 
10th), Young Hustler (UR 3rd); 1996 Young Hustler (5th), Captain Dibble (11th); 1997 Camelot Knight (3rd), Dakyns Boy (8th), Grange Brake (Refused 27th); 1998 
EARTH SUMMIT (WON); 1999 Earth Summit (8th), Camelot Knight (BD 22nd); 2000 Camelot Knight (15th); 2001 Beau (UR 20th), Spanish Main (Fell 1st); 2002 
BINDAREE (WON), Frantic Tan (UR 5th), Beau (UR 14th); 2003 Bindaree (6th); 2004 Shardam (UR 3rd), Bindaree (UR 6th); 2005 Bindaree (11th), 2006 Baron 
Windrush (UR 3rd); 2007 Knowhere (UR 8th); Naunton Brook (PU bef 23rd), 2008 Fundamentalist (Fell 3rd), Ardaghey (Fell 4th), Naunton Brook (PU 19th), Knowhere 
(UR 25th); 2009 Battlecry (16th), Ollie Magern (Fell 2nd), Fundamentalist (PU 21st), Knowhere (PU 25th); 2010 Hello Bud (5th), Beat The Boys (PU 19th), Ballyfitz (Fell 
22nd), Ollie Magern (PU 28th); 2011 Hello Bud (PU 29th), Grand Slam Hero (Fell 13th); 2012 Hello Bud (7th), Viking Blond (Fell 1st) 
 
Sam Twiston-Davies 
Born October 15, 1992, Sam Twiston-Davies was still studying for AS-level exams at school in Gloucestershire when he had both his first Cheltenham Festival winner and first 
Grand National ride, as one of racing’s most accomplished amateur riders. The son of trainer Nigel Twiston-Davies and his estranged wife, Cathy, (who both rode as amateurs), 
Sam was successful in pony racing before starting in point-to-points in the 2008/09 season when becoming eligible at the age of 16. Within a few weeks, on December 28, 
2008, he rode his first winner between the flags, taking a race at Cottenham in Cambridgeshire on Grenfell, trained by his mother. At Ludlow on February 18, 2009, he scored 
his first success under Rules when partnering Baby Run, owned and trained by Nigel, to victory in a hunter chase. A career that was bound to flourish gained added lift through 
Baby Run, for he and Sam went on to finish third in the following month’s CGA Foxhunter Chase at the 2009 Cheltenham Festival and later gained one of the season’s biggest 
prizes when teaming up for victory in the Champion Hunters’ Chase at the Punchestown Festival. They capped that in March, 2010, when returning to Cheltenham and running 
out easy winners of the CGA Foxhunter Chase. Sam then went to Aintree and partnered Hello Bud into fifth on his John Smith’s Grand National debut. He turned professional 
shortly afterwards. Sam has a younger brother, 17-year-old Willy, who took over on Baby Run in the 2011 CGA Foxhunter Chase, only to be unseated when leading at the 
second-last fence although he landed the John Smith’s Fox Hunters’ Chase on the horse a few weeks later. Sam partnered Hello Bud to victory in the 2010 Becher Chase over 
the Grand National course at Aintree in November and that same month gave Little Josh a brilliant ride to land the Grade Three Paddy Power Gold Cup at Cheltenham. 
Twiston-Davies is on-course to record his best ever season as a jockey in terms of number of winners and not only rode Hello Bud to win the Becher Chase in November but 
has also enjoyed a profitable partnership with his father’s The New One who won the Neptune Investment Management Novices’ Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival.  
John Smith’s Grand National record: 2010 Hello Bud (5th); 2011 Hello Bud (PU 29th); 2012 Hello Bud (7th) 

 



JOIN TOGETHER (IRE) FACTFILE  
b g Old Vic - Open Cry (IRE) (Montelimar (USA)) 

8-11-02     Form: 321P/F11P3-72P Owner: Ian Fogg & Paul Barber   
Trainer: Paul Nicholls    Jockey: Daryl Jacob  Breeder: J D Flood 
 
Join Together  
Join Together, born on March 16, 2005, started his career in Ireland under the care of Liam Burke, a good friend of part-owners Paul and Marianne Barber. After winning a 
maiden point-to-point at Inch in March, 2010, the son of Old Vic was transferred to the powerful stable of British champion trainer Paul Nicholls, for whom he finished third on 
his debut under Rules in an Exeter novices’ hurdle in November of the same year. He filled the runner-up spot in a three-mile Grade Two novices’ hurdle at Cheltenham’s 
International meeting a month later before registering a straightforward success over the same distance at Chepstow in February, 2011. Join Together lined up in the Albert 
Bartlett Novices’ Hurdle at the 2011 Cheltenham Festival but failed to land a blow and was pulled up behind future Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup winner Bobs Worth. Sent 
chasing for the 2011/2012 campaign, Join Together made an inauspicious start over the larger obstacles at Chepstow in October, 2011, as he fell five fences from home. He 
made amends on his next outing at The Open at Cheltenham the following month, when he got the better of future Welsh National runner-up Teaforthree in an extended three-
mile novices’ chase. Join Together followed up with another impressive success at Cheltenham in December, 2011, but he again failed to make an impact at The Festival in 
2012, as he was pulled up behind Bobs Worth, this time in the RSA Chase. He ended the season with a better effort at Aintree’s John Smith’s Grand National meeting, coming 
home third behind stable companion Silviniaco Conti in the John Smith’s Mildmay Novices’ Chase. Join Together has made three appearances in valuable staying handicap 
chases so far this term, starting with an unlucky seventh in the United House Gold Cup at Ascot in November, in which he was hampered three fences out. He enjoyed his first 
taste of the Grand National fences in the Betfred Becher Handicap Chase at Aintree on December 8, as he stayed on strongly to go down by a neck to Hello Bud in the three 
and a quarter mile contest. Join Together warmed up for the John Smith’s Grand National with a disappointing effort in Doncaster’s Grimthorpe Chase on March 2, when he 
was pulled up after being badly hampered at the third fence. Race Record: Starts: 12; 1st: 3; 2nd: 2; 3rd: 2; Win & Place prize money: £65,183 
 
Paul Barber and Ian Fogg 
Paul Barber’s family have farmed near Ditcheat since the 1830s and he oversees a 2,000-strong dairy herd on 3,000 acres, having started with 150 cows on 150 acres, which 
now produce 45 tonnes of cheese daily for Barbers and Maryland Farmhouse Cheese, run by Paul’s brother Nicholas. Paul - who has been allergic to cheese since the age of 
five - was born on December 31, 1942, on the kitchen table in the house where he still lives, stating “I’ve never thought about living elsewhere” and despite no family 
involvement with racing, has been an owner since his purchase in 1958 of a horse that cost £450 and had to be paid for instalments. He has never owned a Flat horse and his 
first winner was Crazy Slave, who scored in 1963, and his main flagbearers have been the 2008 Cheltenham Gold Cup winner Denman (owned with Maggie Findlay) and the 
1999 scorer See More Business. He paid £82,000 for Denman and refuses to pay over the odds for a horse after being stung when making a couple of expensive purchases 
following See More Business’s success. Others to carry his colours include See More Indians, who won eight races out of 14, and the John Thorne-trained Artifice. Barber owns 
Nicholls’s Manor Farm Stables, initially converted from a cow shed, and his house overlooked Denman’s stable. Many of his best performers have had an initial grounding in 
point-to-points, either with Liam Burke in Ireland or Barber’s brother Richard - who has trained four Festival winners - at Seaborough in Dorset. Ian Fogg, 66, became an owner 
after moving to Ditcheat with wife Wendy in 2010. He is involved with six horses with Nicholls and owns the winning point-to-pointer Scotch Dry And Ice, a 175,000 euros store 
horse purchase, with Richard Barber. He founded the Vacancy Management Company in 2001 and is the managing director of the business, which is a pharmaceutical and 
health care recruitment and contract employment company. He previously built up the RDL Group between 1989 and 1997 to have 650 employees before selling the company 
to American interests. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record (Paul Barber): 1996 Deep Bramble (PU bef 29th); 1998 General Crack (PU bef 11th); 2009 Big Fella Thanks (6th); 2010 Big Fella 
Thanks (4th) 
 
Paul Nicholls (Ditcheat, Somerset)  
Seven-time champion jump trainer Paul Nicholls was born at Lydney, Gloucestershire, April 17, 1962 and grew up in Olveston near Bristol. He has been training at Manor Farm 
Stables in Ditcheat, Somerset, since taking out a licence on November 1, 1991. The policeman’s son started out in racing as a jump jockey and partnered 119 winners between 
1980 and 1989, with his biggest British successes coming in the Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury on Broadheath (1986) and Playschool (1987), who also captured the 1988 
Vincent O'Brien (Irish) Gold Cup with Paul up. He struggled to keep his weight down and gave up race riding. Between 1989 and 1991, he was assistant trainer to David 
Barons, who trained Broadheath and Playschool and sent out Seagram to win the 1991 Grand National at Aintree during that time. He has always trained at Paul Barber's 
Manor Farm, initially with just eight horses. Nicholls, who now has over 200 horses in training, quickly made his mark as a trainer with an early highlight coming on Saturday, 
November 7, 1998, when pulling off the amazing feat of saddling seven winners and three seconds from 10 runners and he later made history when he became the first trainer 
to saddle six winners on the same card, at Wincanton, his local track, on January 21, 2006. Another early high point in his training career came at the 1999 Cheltenham Festival 
when he captured the major chase on each of the three days - Flagship Uberalles scored in the Racing Post Arkle Chase, Call Equiname in the Sportingbet Queen Mother 
Champion Chase the following day and, best of all, See More Business took the Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup. Having strongly challenged Martin Pipe for the jump trainers' 
championship over a number of years, most notably when pushing his great rival right to the last day of the 2004/05 campaign, Nicholls claimed his first title the following 
season and he has retained the title every season since, though he is in a fight for supremacy this season with Nicky Henderson. Recent flag-bearers for Nicholls have included 
the brilliant 16-time Grade One winner Kauto Star, who became the first horse to win the William Hill King George VI Chase five times and the only chaser to regain the Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup at the Cheltenham Festival (2007 & 2009). Denman captured the 2008 Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup and twice defied top weight to win the Hennessy 
Gold Cup, while Master Minded gained eight Grade One victories including two renewals of the Sportingbet Queen Mother Champion Chase. Big Buck’s has also entered the 
record books with 17 consecutive wins over hurdles, beating Sir Ken’s record of 16 set between 1951 and 1953, headed by an unprecedented four successive victories in the 
Ladbrokes World Hurdle. Nicholls celebrated a first victory in the Stan James Champion Hurdle with Rock On Ruby last year and he is currently fourth on the all time list of 
trainers at the Cheltenham Festival with 33 wins to his name. He became the first trainer to accrue more than £4 million in a season in 2007/08 and recorded his 2,000th winner 
at Down Royal on November 5, 2011, 20 years after taking out his training licence, making him the quickest to reach this landmark figure in jump racing. After saddling 52 
runners in the John Smith’s Grand National, Nicholls finally recorded his first success in the great race in 2012 as Neptune Collonges beat Sunnyhillboy by a nose - the smallest 
winning margin in the history of the contest. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1992 Just So (6th); 1996 Vicompt De Valmont (10th), Deep Bramble (PU bef 2 out), 
Brackenfield (UR 19th); 1997 Straight Talk (Fell 14th); 1998 What A Hand (Fell 1st), Court Melody (Fell 6th), General Crack (PU 11th); 1999 Strong Chairman (15th), 
Double Thriller (Fell 1st), 2000 Earthmover (Fell 4th), Torduff Express (Fell 13th), Flaked Oats (Fell 20th), Escartefigue (UR 30th); 2001 Earthmover (Fell 4th); 2002 
Murt’s Man (PU bef 17th), Ad Hoc (BD 27th); 2003 Montifault (5th), Fadalko (UR 6th), Ad Hoc (UR 19th), Shotgun Willy (PU bef 22nd), Torduff Express (UR 27th); 2004 
Exit To Wave (PU bef 9th); 2005 Royal Auclair (2nd), Heros Collonges (8th), L’Aventure (15th), Ad Hoc (Fell 22nd); 2006 Royal Auclair (Fell 1st), Le Roi Miguel (PU 
bef 19th), Cornish Rebel (PU bef 19th), Silver Birch (Fell 15th), Le Duc (UR 8th), Heros Collonges (UR 15th); 2007 Royal Auclair (Fell 9th), Le Duc (UR 6th), Eurotrek 
(PU bef 22nd), Thisthatandtother (PU bef 30th); 2008 Cornish Sett (12th), Mr Pointment (PU bef last), Turko (Fell 25th); 2009 My Will (3rd), Big Fella Thanks (6th), 
Cornish Sett (17th), Eurotrek (PU 17th); 2010 Big Fella Thanks (4th), Tricky Trickster (9th), My Will (Fell 4th), Nozic (UR 20th); 2011 Niche Market (5th), Ornais (Fell 
4th), The Tother One (Fell 6th), What A Friend (PU 27th); 2012 NEPTUNE COLLONGES (WON). 
 
Daryl Jacob 
Born on August 28, 1983, in Enniscorthy, Co Wexford, the son of a fisherman, Daryl Jacob initially attended the Racing School in Kildare and then spent two years with Dessie 
Hughes before having a summer riding out Flat horses with Richard Hannon in Wiltshire. He then joined Robert and Sally Alner’s Dorset stable and rode their point-to-pointers, 
and after a season with Paul Keane returned to the Alners in the summer of 2006. He enjoyed a fantastic 2006/07 season, highlighted by success on The Listener in the Grade 
One Lexus Chase at Leopardstown in December, 2007, his first victory in his homeland since he switched to Britain in 2003. During his time with Hughes, he became very 
friendly with Kieran Kelly, who died in a fall in 2003, and Daryl dedicated his Lexus triumph to Kieran, who was instrumental in encouraging him to make the move to England. It 
was the decision of owner Ray Humphreys to give the ride on The Listener to Jacob, having “jocked off” Andrew Thornton, and the partnership flourished in the 2007/08 
season, with further Grade One victories in the John Durkan Chase at Punchestown and the Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup at Leopardstown. Daryl enjoyed a dream 48 hours at 
the end of 2009, as he partnered the Nick Williams-trained Me Voici to victory in the Grade One Future Champions Finale Juvenile Hurdle at Chepstow on December 27 and 
landed the Grade One Challow Novices' Hurdle at Newbury two days later on Reve De Sivola, also for Williams. On his first start in the John Smith’s Grand National in 2007, 
Daryl finished a gallant fourth on Philson Run, and the jockey has been successful over the famous fences with I Hear Thunder, who triumphed in the 2006 Grand Sefton 
Chase. He enjoyed aboard the Williams-trained Diamond Harry in the 2010 Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury and also gained a first Cheltenham Festival winner in the 2011 JCB 
Triumph Hurdle with Zarkandar for Paul Nicholls. The biggest victory of his career came in the 2012 John Smith’s Grand National when he came with a great late run on 
Neptune Collonges to score by a nose from Sunnyhillboy, the closest ever verdict in the race. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2007 Philson Run (4th); 2008 Philson Run (UR 8th); 2010 Maljimar (Fell 22nd), 2011 What A Friend (Pulled Up 27th), 2012 
NEPTUNE COLLONGES (WON) 



JONCOL (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Bob’s Return (IRE) - Finemar Lady (IRE) (Montelimar (USA)) 

10-10-13  Form: 12/111/32131/433/120-35233  Owner:  Kay Browne 
Trainer: Paul Nolan IRE  Jockey: Robbie Power    Breeder: Kay Browne 

 
Joncol 
The home bred Joncol (foaled April 29, 2003) made an unauspicious racing debut in the March of 2007 when unseating his rider in a 
four-year-old maiden point-to-point at Dundrum but made up for this next time out when wining by half a length in heavy going in a 
point-to-point at Ballindenisk in December. Switched to racing under Rules he won his bumper at Thurles in good style by eight 
lengths the following January, with a second in a Naas bumper following, before he made his chase debut. This he duly won by half a 
length in heavy going at Punchestown in December. These promising beginnings were the prelude to graded company and a Grade 
Two win in the Woodlands Park 100 Nas Na Riogh Novice Chase over two and a half miles was followed by a course and distance win 
in a novice chase the following month. Sent up the grades he managed a creditable third in the Grade One Champion Novice Chase 
at Punchestown in April, 2009, for his final run of the season. Joncol opened the next season with a second in a two mile Grade Three 
at Naas before winning the Grade One John Durkan Chase back at Punchestown following this with a one and three quarter length 
third in the Grade One Lexus Chase at Leopardstown to What A Friend. He was back to winning ways next time out when he annexed 
the Grade One Hennessy Gold Cup in a battling finish, his last outing of the season. A fourth place in the Grade Two Fortria Chase at 
Navan in November, 2010 and thirds in the Grade One Lexus and  Hennessy were all Joncol recorded for the 2010/11 season. Joncol 
returned to winning ways in the 2011/12 season in a Listed event at Thurles before another tilt at the John Durkan, where he managed 
a five length second to Rubi Light, followed up by a disappointing seventh in the Lexus Chase in December. Put away until October of 
this season he made his return in a Grade Three at Punchestown recording third to Roi Du Mee followed by a fifth placed effort to 
Kauto Stone in the Grade One JNWine.com Champion Chase at Down Royal. In December, 2012, he ran in his first hurdle race, a 
novices’ event over two and a half miles at Navan where he filled the runners’ up spot before returning to chasing in the Grade Two 
Kinloch Brae Chase at Thurles where he was third to Quito De La Roque followed up by a distant third, beaten just under 25 lengths, 
by Sir Des Champs in the Hennessy Gold Cup at Leopardstown on February 9. 
Race Record: Starts: 21; 1st: 7; 2nd: 4; 3rd: 7; Win & Place prize money: £310,315 
 
Kay Browne 
Kay and Dan Browne live in County Waterford and bred and own their John Smith’s Grand National runner Joncol in partnership with 
John Lenehan, who is a friend of their son Colm. Lenehan keeps Joncol’s dam, 16-year-old Finemar Lady, at his farm at 
Kilmacthomas, where she recently foaled a filly by Yeats. Dan Browne is now “happily retired” having once been involved in a beef 
processing business that is now run by Niall, the youngest of the Brownes’ four children. They also have ten grandchildren. Having 
bred Joncol the couple never had any intention of selling him and put him into training with local trainer Paul Nolan. Dan says: “We’re 
in racing for fun, and if you have a horse with Paul Nolan you will know what fun means.” He and his wife have owned horses for many 
years, but only became involved in breeding when Finemar Lady, who they bought to race, developed breathing problems. Rather 
than sell her they sent her to stud, and Joncol was the first result, even though Dan admits: “It was luck - you couldn’t call it a 
conscious decision.” The Brownes expect to be at Aintree for the John Smith’s Grand National, although Dan says their visits to Britain 
tend to involve the Cheltenham Festival rather than any other race meeting. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Paul Nolan 
Paul Nolan (born January 3, 1969) is based at Toberona Stables in Davidstown near Enniscorthy in County Wexford, Ireland. His 
father was a sheep farmer and Paul played hurling for the Wexford team that beat Cork in the 1992 junior all-Ireland final but injuries 
curtailed this love. He then joined Jim Bolger and subsequently worked for a vet before beginning to train point-to-pointers. He then 
took out a licence under Rules in 1996. He enjoyed his first Cheltenham Festival with Dabiroun in the inaugural Fred Winter Juvenile 
Novices' Handicap Hurdle in 2005 and added a second in 2011 when Noble Prince took the first running of the Jewson Novices’ 
Chase. He has won the Galway Hurdle three times (2002 Say Again, 2004 Cloone River, 2006 Cuan Na Grai) while Joncol, Shinrock 
Paddy and Cloone River have all provided the stable with Grade One success. Nolan is assisted by his brother James and the pair 
featured in the 2010 critically-acclaimed documentary “Horses”. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2005 Colnel Rayburn (PU bef 27th), 2006 Colnel Rayburn (PU Bef 27th) 
 
Robbie Power 
Robert Power, born May 27, 1981, enjoyed the biggest victory of his career in the 2007 John Smith's Grand National when urging 
Silver Birch to a thrilling three-quarters of a length triumph. Power is the son of legendary Irish showjumper and trainer Captain Con 
Power, who is regarded as the top man in Ireland to deal with horses who find it difficult to jump properly. A silver medallist at the 
European Junior Showjumping Championships in 2000, Power made the switch to jump racing the following year and rode his first 
winner on only his third attempt when partnering his mother's Younevertoldme, trained by Jessica Harrington, in a hurdle race at 
Punchestown in December, 2001. He is attached to Harrington's County Kildare stable where he began as an amateur after receiving 
encouragement from Richard Dunwoody. His first winner as a professional came on the Paddy Mullins-trained Bob What at 
Leopardstown in February, 2002. He partnered the Mullins-trained Nearly A Moose to success in the 2003 Galway Plate. That victory 
came after he had sprung to prominence in Britain with a win aboard the Harrington-trained Intelligent in the Midlands Grand National 
earlier in the year. He was honoured at the 2004 Irish Jump Racing Awards as the leading claiming rider and in August of that year he 
partnered his first Australian winner to clinch victory in the annual Irish jump jockey challenge down under. A broken bone in a foot, 
sustained in a schooling accident, cost him the winning ride on Newmill in the 2006 Queen Mother Champion Chase. He followed his 
2007 John Smith's Grand National triumph with a sensational victory aboard 20/1 shot Silent Oscar in the ACC Bank Champion Hurdle 
at Punchestown, defeating hot favourite Mac's Joy by a neck. Power remains affiliated to the Harrington stable and rode the yard’s 
Bostons Angel to win three Grade One novice chases last term, including the RSA Chase at the Cheltenham Festival. He has also 
ridden Oscars Well to a pair of Grade One novice hurdle triumphs for Harrington. Power has completed the course in three of his six 
starts in the John Smith's Grand National. Power has also enjoyed Grade One success this season on Jezki who landed the Future 
Champions Novice Hurdle at Leopardstown before going on to finish third behind Champagne Fever in the William Hill Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival. 
John Smith's Grand National Record: 2005 Spot Thedifference (18th); 2007 SILVER BIRCH (WON); 2008 Nadover (7th); 2009 

Silver Birch (Fell 22nd); 2011 Killyglen (Fell 27th); 2012 Killyglen (UR 8th) 



LOST GLORY (NZ) FACTFILE 
b g Montjeu (IRE) - Joie De Vivre (NZ) (Zabeel (NZ)) 

  8-10-08   Form: 0593/0376/134112-011611 Owner: J P McManus  
  Trainer: Jonjo O’Neill  Jockey: Mark Walsh  Breeder: Keltern Stud Ltd 
 
Lost Glory 
Lost Glory, born on September 4, 2005, is bidding to become the fourth New Zealand-bred horse to win the John Smith’s Grand National following Moifaa (1904), Seagram 
(1991) and Lord Gyllene (1997). He was one of eight Montjeu yearlings purchased by his owner J P McManus at the 2007 Karaka Yearling Sales and made his debut for Jonjo 
O’Neill in an Ascot bumper in November, 2009, in which he finished 10th. Lost Glory, who cost NZ$200,000, subsequently made seven appearances over hurdles, with his best 
effort over the smaller obstacles being a third in a novices’ contest at Kempton Park in March, 2010 behind the talented Captain Chris. He made a winning debut over fences at 
Southwell in June, 2011, beating the quirky but talented Marodima, but failed to build on that success in two subsequent outings in handicap company at Uttoxeter and 
Worcester. Lost Glory gained a second victory over fences at Ffos Las in August, 2011, and followed up with a nose success in a handicap hurdle at Huntingdon two months 
later. He made just one more appearance during the 2011/2012 season, finishing a well-beaten second in a Stratford handicap chase in October, 2011, as connections decided 
to keep him for better ground. Lost Glory geared up for a summer jumping campaign by coming home down the field in a Towcester handicap hurdle in May, 2012, and showed 
the benefit of that outing when scoring in handicap company on his next two starts - over hurdles at Uttoxeter in June and over fences at Southwell the following month. After 
failing to get competitive at Ffos Las in August, Lost Glory returned to the winner’s enclosure with a facile win in a Stratford handicap chase at the end of September. He posted 
a career best effort on his most recent appearance to capture a valuable handicap chase at Chepstow on October 13, after which he was given a well-earned break.  
Race Record: Starts: 20; 1st: 7; 2nd: 1; 3rd: 3; Win & Place prize money: £40,411 
 
J P McManus 
Few people have enjoyed a closer association with jump racing in the last 30 years than John Patrick ’J P’ McManus, who was born on a farm in Co Limerick on March 10, 1951 
and attended the Christian Brothers school on Sexton Street, Limerick. He left his father’s plant hire business at the age of 20 to become a racecourse bookmaker, but then 
took the less well-trodden route of gamekeeper-turned-poacher to be a professional punter. McManus recalls one of his first bets as being on Merryman II in the 1960 Grand 
National when he was just nine, but the bet that changed his life was £4 on Linden Tree in a Newmarket maiden in 1970, the horse winning at 100/8. He had another £4 on 
when Linden Tree won the Observer Gold Cup at 25/1, and £5 each-way at 33/1 for the Derby, when the horse beat all bar Mill Reef. The amount he wagered grew rapidly and 
he is still one of the highest-staking punters on the racecourse. Dubbed “the Sundance Kid” by journalist Hugh McIlvanney after a number of major gambles in the ring during 
the 1970s, he is also the biggest jump owner in terms of numbers in Britain, Ireland and France (some 300 horses spread over 50 trainers ran for him last season) after he 
purchased his first racehorse, Cill Dara, at the age of 26. He has a host of business interests including dealing on the financial markets from his Geneva, Switzerland base and 
part-ownership of the Sandy Lane Hotel in Barbados, where he also has a house. With John Magnier, he bought a 28.7% stake in Manchester United through the Cubic 
Expression company before subsequently selling out to US tycoon Malcolm Glazer in 2005. He was in the news shortly after that because of his stake in the pub and restaurant 
operator Mitchells and Butler. In 2012, the Sunday Times estimated McManus’ wealth at £471 million, making him the 14th richest person in Ireland. Since Mister Donovan 
landed the William Hill Supreme Novices’ Hurdle in 1982, he has enjoyed 38 other Cheltenham Festival successes, headed by the great three-time Champion Hurdle hero 
Istabraq. In 2010, he won a fourth Champion Hurdle with Binocular, while the 2012 Festival yielded five more successes headed by Synchronised’s gutsy success in the Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup, but he had to wait until the final day this year before gaining two successes. McManus does a lot of work for charity and his Pro-Am golf tournament, 
which takes place every five years and has raised over 95 million euros. McManus is also a keen backgammon player and a big hurling fan. He owns Jackdaws Castle, the 
Gloucestershire yard that Jonjo O’Neill trains from, and has invested heavily in improving facilities since purchasing the property in 2001. He was British champion owner for the 
2005/6, 2006/7, 2008/9, 2009/10 and 2011/12 seasons. A full 28 years after his runner in the race, McManus finally achieved a long-held ambition when Don’t Push It won the 
2010 John Smith’s Grand National. Last year, Sunnyhillboy went agonisingly close to giving McManus a second success when beaten a nose by the Paul Nicholls-trained 
Neptune Collonges.  
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1982 Deep Gale (Fell 1st), 1988 Bucko (PU bef 27th), 1992 Laura's Beau (3rd), 1994 Laura’s Beau (Fell 6th), 1996 Wylde Hide 
(UR 24th), 1997 Wylde Hide (UR 22nd); 1998 Gimme Five (5th), 2002 Spot Thedifference (UR 27th); 2003 Youlneverwalkalone (PU bef 13th); 2004 Clan Royal (2nd), 
Spot Thedifference (5th), Risk Accessor (UR 6th), Le Coudray (Fell 22nd); 2005 Innox (7th), Spot Thedifference (18th), Shamawan (21st), Clan Royal (CO 22nd), Le 
Coudray (PU before 21st), Risk Accessor (UR 2nd); 2006 Clan Royal (3rd), Risk Accessor (5th), Innox (Fell 1st), First Gold (UR 23rd); 2007 L’Ami (10th), Clan Royal 
(11th); 2008 King Johns Castle (2nd), L’Ami (Fell 2nd), Bob Hall (PU bef 19th), Butler’s Cabin (Fell 22nd); 2009 Butler’s Cabin (7th), Reveillez (BD 3rd), Can’t Buy 
Time (Fell 18th), L’Ami (PU bef 30th); 2010 DON’T PUSH IT (WON), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 8th), Arbor Supreme (UR 15th), King Johns Castle (refused to race); 2011 
Don’t Push It (3rd), Blue Sea Cracker (14th), Quolibet (UR 11th), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 18th), Arbor Supreme (Fell 28th); 2012 Sunnyhillboy (2nd), Synchronised (Fell 
6th), Arbor Supreme (UR 10th), Quiscover Fontaine (Fell 17th) 
 
Jonjo O’Neill (Jackdaws Castle, Gloucestershire) 
Jonjo O’Neill (born April 13, 1952) was a highly successful jump jockey and has established himself at the top of the training ranks. In spite of an appalling list of injuries, he was 
champion jockey twice (1977/78 and 1979/80), and he set a then record for a season of 149 winners in his first championship year. The most sensational moment of his riding 
career came when he won the Cheltenham Gold Cup on Dawn Run in 1986 as the mare became the only horse to win that trophy after having previously taken the Champion 
Hurdle (1984), again with O’Neill in the saddle. He also won the Gold Cup on Alverton in 1979, though he had a dreadful record in the Grand National, in which he never 
completed the course in eight rides. He retired from the saddle at the end of the 1985/86 season and, having survived lymphatic cancer not long after that, started training near 
Penrith, Cumbria, in 1987. He forged a reputation with horses such as Vicario Di Bray, winner of the 1989 Champion Hurdle Trial at Haydock, and Legal Right, who landed the 
Grade Three Tripleprint Gold Cup at Cheltenham in 1999 and went on to capture the BGC Silver Cup at Ascot as well as the Grade Two Tommy Whittle Chase. He moved to 
his present base at Jackdaws Castle in Gloucestershire, not far from Cheltenham, when the yard was bought by owner J P McManus in 2001. In 2010, he finally broke his 
Grand National duck when saddling Don’t Push It to victory for McManus, who had been trying to win the race since 1982. A P (Tony) McCoy rode the gelding, gaining a first 
success at the 15th attempt. The trainer also went very close to adding a second Grand National victory to his CV in 2012, when Sunnyhillboy was beaten a nose. O’Neill’s 
other victories at the Aintree Festival as a trainer include Quazar in the John Smith’s Anniversary 4YO Novices’ Hurdle in 2002, Clan Royal in the 2003 John Smith’s Topham 
Chase, Iris’s Gift (2003) and Black Jack Ketchum (2006) in the Sefton Novices’ Hurdle, Iris’s Gift in the 2004 John Smith’s Liverpool Long Distance Hurdle, Exotic Dancer 
(2007) in the Betfred Bowl and Albertas Run (2010) in the Melling Chase. His 22 Cheltenham Festival victories include five wins in the National Hunt Chase, the JCB Triumph 
Hurdle with Spectroscope, the 2004 Ladbrokes World Hurdle with Iris’s Gift and the three victories of Albertas Run in the RSA Chase (2007) and the Ryanair Chase (2010 & 
2011). Last season, Synchronised gave him one of his biggest successes when capturing the Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup at The Festival.  
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2003 Carbury Cross (7th); 2004 Clan Royal (2nd), Joss Naylor (PU bef 19th); 2005 Simply Gifted (3rd), Shamawan (21st), Native 
Emperor (UR 9th), Clan Royal (CO bef 22nd); 2006 Clan Royal (3rd), Risk Accessor (5th); 2007 Clan Royal (11th); 2008 Bob Hall (PU bef 19th), Butler’s Cabin (Fell 
22nd); 2009 Butler’s Cabin (7th), Reveillez (BD 3rd), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 18th); 2010 DON’T PUSH IT (WON), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 8t h); 2011 Don't Push It (3rd), 
Quolibet (UR 11th), Can't Buy Time (Fell 18th); 2012 Sunnyhillboy (2nd), Synchronised (Fell 6th) Arbor Supreme (UR 10th) 
 
Mark Walsh 
Born on March 23, 1986, Mark Walsh grew up surrounded by horses in Clane, County Kildare. Although not related to Ted and Ruby, Mark's cousin David was also a 
successful jockey who rode Barton Bank to finish second to Mr Mulligan in the 1997 Cheltenham Gold Cup. Walsh began riding ponies and going hunting from an early age and 
soon progressed to race-riding on the pony circuit. He started to work for Christy Roche when he was 15 but enjoyed his first winner for permit holder Marcus Callaghan (who 
was also celebrating his maiden victory) when Shrug landed a handicap hurdle at Punchestown on September 29, 2002. His only other success that season was on the Roche-
trained Allofasudden, who took a handicap hurdle at the 2003 Punchestown Festival, but he soon started firing in the winners, with 12 successes in 2003/04 and 19 victories the 
following season. But the winners were harder to come by in the following three seasons as he failed to reach double figures. That changed in the 2008/09 campaign when he 
hit 19 winners once again and enjoyed big-race success on the Tom Taaffe-trained Glenfinn Captain in the Grade Two Red Mills Chase at Gowran Park, and the Francis Flood-
trained P'tit Fute, who won valuable handicap hurdles at Galway and Leopardstown. On his Aintree debut in 2004, Walsh partnered Puck Out to triumph in the Martell Cordon 
Bleu Handicap Hurdle. Walsh has failed to get around the course on three attempts at the John Smith’s Grand National. He has struck up a good relationship with several of J 
P McManus’s horses, such as Aranleigh and Captain Cee Bee and last year won the Galway Plate and Dan Moore Handicap Chase on Fairyhouse on Bob Lingo.  
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2009 Reveillez (BD 3rd); 2011 Quolibet (UR 11th); 2012 Arbor Supreme (UR 10th) 



MAJOR MALARKEY (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Supreme Leader - Valley (IRE) (Flemensfirth (USA)) 

10-10-00 (9-13)                   Form: 8746141/020UF0/131PU5/54P2P-265P  Owner: Baker, Dodd & Cooke     
Trainer: Nigel Twiston-Davies   Jockey: Tom Scudamore   Breeder: Bill Ronayne 
 
Major Malarkey 
Major Malarkey, foaled on March 15, 2003, had changed hands twice in the Tattersalls Ireland auction ring at Fairyhouse before he started racing. He 
was sold as a foal by breeder Bill Ronayne for 25,000 euros and then traded back as a three-year-old for 24,000 euros, when he was acquired by 
current trainer Nigel Twiston-Davies. In his first season over hurdles, the gelding won twice, at Ludlow in February, 2008, and at Perth a month later. He 
opened his next campaign over the smaller obstacles, picking up a second place at Aintree, but on his transfer to fences in early 2009 failed to 
complete his first two races, unseating at Ludlow and then falling at the last at Stratford when well in contention. A confidence-booster over hurdles 
followed and then he emerged in November, 2010, with his first chasing success, at Chepstow, after which he ran in good-class staying company with 
varying results. His only other victory came at Newbury in December 2010, but he finished fourth in the Betfred Classic over three miles, five furlongs at 
Warwick and a close second to Master Overseer in the four and a quarter mile Betfred Midlands National in March 2012. Major Malarkey’s sire 
Supreme Leader is also responsible for What’s Up Boys, runner-up to Bindaree in the 2002 John Smith’s Grand National; he is the sole winner out of 
his unraced dam Valley, a half-sister to very smart hurdler and chaser Valley Henry.  
Race record: Starts: 28; 1st: 4; 2nd: 3; 3rd: 1; Win & Place prize money: £49,263 
 
Baker, Dodd & Cooke 
John Baker, an estate agent and residential property auctioneer from Nantwich, Giles Dodd, a dairy farmer who lives near Chester, and Peter Cooke, 
chairman and CEO of Wrexham-based Calypso Soft Drinks, own just one horse, the Nigel Twiston-Davies-trained Major Malarkey. Explaining the 
formation of their partnership, Baker said: “The first horse I bought from Nigel was Little Josh, who passed a veterinary examination when purchased in 
Ireland, but failed the vet once he arrived here, and was turned out in a field for a couple of years [under new ownership he subsequently won 
Cheltenham’s Paddy Power Gold Cup]. Nigel kindly gave me my money back and so I bought the unraced Major Malarkey from him. I then brought two 
friends of mine into the partnership and they were Giles and Peter. We’ve had some fantastic times with Major Malarkey - there have been ups and 
downs and it could be said we’ve kept good company, but it’s been fun going to big meetings.” Baker went into estate agency on leaving school in 1976 
and 15 years later set up his own business, Baker, Wynne & Wilson. Of his interest in horses, he says: “I rode a few ponies when I was a boy and my 
father hunted in Cheshire, but my main sport was rugby. However I was always mad keen on jump racing and wanted to be a racing journalist, but my 
English wasn’t good enough.” 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Nigel Twiston-Davies (Guiting Power, Gloucestershire) 
Nigel Twiston-Davies initially combined training as a permit-holder with his farming interests throughout the 1980s, having his first winner with Last Of 
The Foxes at Hereford in March, 1982, before the agricultural recession prompted him to make training his full-time profession. He took out a full 
training licence in 1989, recording his first win as a public trainer in December of that year with Babil at Newbury. He has since gone on to register more 
than 1,400 successes. Born on May 16, 1957, Twiston-Davies rode 17 winners as an amateur under Rules and gained a further 17 point-to-point 
victories, and served as assistant trainer to Richard Head and Fred Rimell. A childhood neighbour and friend of Peter Scudamore, he went into 
partnership with the former champion jump jockey to set up stables at Grange Hill Farm, Guiting Power, Gloucestershire, although Scudamore is no 
longer involved in the venture and currently assists Lucinda Russell. Twiston-Davies adopted and developed the pioneering techniques of Martin Pipe, 
such as interval training and regular blood tests for his string, enabling him to rapidly raise his profile among the training ranks. He is the only current 
trainer to have won the Grand National more than once, saddling Earth Summit to victory in 1998 and Bindaree four years later. The 2001/2002 
campaign had been relatively quiet by Twiston-Davies' high standards before Bindaree provided him with his second John Smith's Grand National 
success. Afterwards he revealed that he had been intending to give up training, but despite "having a bigger debt than Argentina" after buying out 
Scudamore, the Aintree victory made him have a change of heart. Twiston-Davies has had 15 successes at the Cheltenham Festival, headed by 
Imperial Commander in the 2010 Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup. He had two winners at the meeting this year. Other big-race successes include the 
bet365 Gold Cup with Beau, the Hennessy Gold Cup with King's Road, the Scottish Grand National with Captain Dibble (1992), Earth Summit (1994) 
and Hello Bud (2009), the Welsh Grand National with Earth Summit (1997) and Bindaree (2003) and the Betfair Chase with Imperial Commander 
(2010). His best season numerically was in 2010/11, when he saddled 97 winners. His sons Sam and Willy are both jockeys. Sam is stable jockey to 
his faher, while Willy, who also started out over Jumps is now a Flat apprentice. Twiston-Davies won both of the races over the Grand National fences 
at Aintree in December with Hello Bud taking the Betfred Becher Chase and Little Josh successful in the Betfred Grand Sefton Chase. John Smith's 
Grand National Record: 1994 Young Hustler (BD 11th); 1995 Camelot Knight (Fell 21st), Dakyns Boy (UR 10th), Young Hustler (UR 3rd); 1996 
Young Hustler (5th), Captain Dibble (11th); 1997 Camelot Knight (3rd), Dakyns Boy (8th), Grange Brake (Refused 27th); 1998 EARTH SUMMIT 
(WON); 1999 Earth Summit (8th), Camelot Knight (BD 22nd); 2000 Camelot Knight (15th); 2001 Beau (UR 20th), Spanish Main (Fell 1st); 2002 
BINDAREE (WON), Frantic Tan (UR 5th), Beau (UR 14th); 2003 Bindaree (6th); 2004 Shardam (UR 3rd), Bindaree (UR 6th); 2005 Bindaree 
(11th), 2006 Baron Windrush (UR 3rd); 2007 Knowhere (UR 8th); Naunton Brook (PU bef 23rd), 2008 Fundamentalist (Fell 3rd), Ardaghey (Fell 
4th), Naunton Brook (PU 19th), Knowhere (UR 25th); 2009 Battlecry (16th), Ollie Magern (Fell 2nd), Fundamentalist (PU 21st), Knowhere (PU 
25th); 2010 Hello Bud (5th), Beat The Boys (PU 19th), Ballyfitz (Fell 22nd), Ollie Magern (PU 28th); 2011 Hello Bud (PU 29th), Grand Slam Hero 
(Fell 13th); 2012 Hello Bud (7th), Viking Blond (Fell 1st) 
 
Tom Scudamore 
Born on May 22, 1982, Tom Scudamore was appointed stable jockey to David Pipe in the 2006/2007 season, marking a return to Pond House in 
Somerset where he began his career as an amateur for Pipe's father Martin, and where his own father Peter Scudamore, was also stable jockey. Tom 
comes from an illustrious line of jockeys. His great-grandfather Geoffrey rode winners as an amateur, grandfather Michael was Oxo's pilot when 
winning the 1959 Grand National and his father was eight-times champion jockey with 1,677 successes but never won the John Smith's Grand 
National, achieving his best finishing position on third-placed Corbiere in 1985. Tom has made a big impression since leaving Cheltenham College after 
A-levels in 2000. He won the amateur riders' title in the 2000/01 season and also landed the 2001 Flat amateurs' championship. After 52 unpaid 
successes, he turned professional in October, 2001, and alongside the backing of Martin Pipe (to whom he was a conditional upon turning professional) 
he was supported by Nigel Twiston-Davies, to whom his father was formerly assistant. His biggest victories have come aboard Madison Du Berlais in 
the Hennessy Gold Cup and the Betfred Bowl at Aintree while he has enjoyed Grade One success on the tough staying hurdler Lough Derg and last 
season won the Grade One Feltham Novices’ Chase on Grands Crus. He won the same race aboard Dynaste this season. He also rides for his brother 
Michael, who took over the family's training licence from his grandfather in the 2008/09 season. Scudamore lives with his wife Charlotte and two 
daughters near Tiverton in Devon.  
John Smith's Grand National Record: 2001 Northern Starlight (UR 6th); 2002 Smarty (PU 9th); 2003 Blowing Wind (8th); 2004 Shardam (UR 
3rd); 2005 Iznogoud (12th); 2006 Iznogoud (PU bef 27th); 2007 Puntal (8th); 2008 Madison Du Berlais (Fell 8th), 2009 Battlecry (16th), 2010 
Madison Du Berlais (Fell 19th); 2012 Junior (Fell 2nd) 

 

 

 



MR MOONSHINE (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Double Eclipse (IRE) - Kinross (Nearly A Hand) 

9-10-05   Form: 2/16321600/113507-2360264 Owner: April Strang-Steel, Douglas Pryde, Jim Beaumont  
Trainer: Sue Smith  Jockey: Peter Buchanan    Breeder: Tom McIlhagga 
 
Mr Moonshine 
Bred by Tom McIlhagga, Mr Moonshine (born on May 25, 2004)is a full-brother to the Nigel Twiston-Davies-trained Double Ross, a 
smart hurdler. Mr Moonshine had three runs in Irish point-to-points prior to being purchased by Sue Smith in January, 2009, and he 
won on his final start between the flags, beating Don’t Turn Bach by 15 lengths. He had been beaten by future matalan.co.uk Mildmay 
Novices’ Chase winner Burton Port on his previous start at Summerhill in Ireland. He made his debut under Rules for Sue Smith in a 
novices’ hurdle at Southwell in April, 2010, and was runner-up behind Aberdale but made no mistake on his second start at Wetherby 
when he ran out the 15 length winner of a novice hurdle. He was beaten on his next two starts but showed some promise when 
finishing third behind Cue Card at Aintree. Mr Moonshine’s next start came over fences at Market Rasen in November, 2010, when he 
finished second behind Ashfield’s Dream. His chasing career was put on hold for a while following a facile victory over hurdles at 
Huntingdon where he made all to beat some decent performers including Cross Kennon in a Pertemps Qualifier. This persuaded his 
trainer to step him up in class on his next couple of starts but he struggled in Graded company at Haydock, Cheltenham and Aintree. 
After a summer break, he reappeared over fences at Carlisle and recorded an easy victory in beating Hidden Keel by 16 lengths. He 
landed his second successive victory with a smooth round of jumping at Haydock and lost nothing in defeat at Huntingdon when 
finishing third behind Gauvain in the Peterborough Chase. Although he has not won a race since his second novice chase victory, he 
has been performing admirably in plenty of the big staying handicaps and posted his best performance for a while at Wetherby in 
December, 2012, when he finished second behind future Argento Chase winner Cape Tribulation in the Grade Three Rowland Meyrick 
Handicap Chase. He has not been seen at his best on his last two starts at Doncaster and Haydock and will need to rediscover his 
best form if he is to figure in this year’s John Smith’s Grand National. 
Race Record: Starts: 22; Wins: 4; 2nd: 4; 3rd: 3; Win & Place prize money: £63,396 
 
Mrs April Strang-Steel, Douglas Pryde & Jim Beaumont 
Jim Beaumont and Douglas Pryde met 20 years ago at Aintree and have been partners in horses since.  Beaumont is a director at 
Musselburgh racecourse and met April Strang-Steel this year when she had a runner at that track. Borders-based Strang-Steel 
mentioned that she had always wanted a runner in the John Smith’s Grand National and the trio decided to purchase Mr Moonshine 
from trainer Sue Smith. Beaumont had already enquired about the horse’s availability. Edinburgh-based Jim Beaumont, 78, is 
Liverpool-born and worked as a bell boy in the Adelphi Hotel at the age of 14 before moving to the kitchens. From there, he carved out 
a career in the catering, hotel and restaurant business, including spells as manager at Gleneagles and at the George Hotel and Café 
Royal in Edinburgh, before his retirement seven years ago. He was first taken to the Grand National meeting at the age of five by his 
grandmother. Douglas Pryde, 58, is an independent financial advisor, originally from Musselburgh and now based in Linlithgow, west 
of Edinburgh. He has been at Aintree for every Grand National since 1987. 
John Smith’s Grand National record: 2011 Santa’s Son (owned by Douglas Pryde & Jim Beaumont) (PU bef 27th) 
 
Sue Smith 
Sue Smith, 64, has developed a formidable training operation at Craiglands Farm, 1,000 feet up on the Yorkshire Moors at High 
Eldwick near Bingley, where she first took out a permit to train in 1990 and a full licence the following year. She was born on February 
23, 1948, and raised on a Sussex farm. Although she rode (as Susan Dye) in Britain’s first ladies’ race and her late father owned 
horses with Arthur Pitt, she was brought up on showjumping, and met her future husband, that sport’s legend Harvey, at Hickstead. 
She moved north in 1989 to Craiglands, from which Harvey, born in the nearby village of Gilstead, has never lived more than three 
miles distant. The Smiths share the duties of their training operation, with Sue looking after the day-to-day training and the entries, and 
Harvey taking care of the gallops, feeding and driving the box to the races. Harvey Smith personally laid down 18 furlongs of all-
weather training strips surfaced with a mixture that includes pig hair. Their best horse has been Mister McGoldrick, winner of two 
Grade Two Castleford Chases and a Grade 3 Racing Post Plate at the Cheltenham Festival, but many of their biggest successes have 
come with staying chasers, notably Kildimo (totesport Becher Chase 1992), Ardent Scout (Becher Chase 2002), The Last Fling (Peter 
Marsh Chase, Red Square Vodka Gold Cup 2000), Himalayan Trail (Midlands Grand National 2008), Auroras Encore (Totepool Chase 
2010). John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2000 The Last Fling (7th); 2001 The Last Fling (UR 5th), 2002 The Last Fling (Fell 
24th), 2003 Goguenard (UR 19th); 2004 Ardent Scout (7th), Artic Jack (Fell 1st); 2006 Ross Comm (Fell 4th) 
 
Peter Buchanan 
Peter Buchanan, 34, was born August 6, 1978, and earned a degree in finance and accountancy at Trinity College Dublin before 
establishing his credentials as a professional horseman. He represented Ireland in the European eventing championships and when 
turning his attentions to point-to-pointing, a sphere in which his father and uncle enjoyed much success, he rode around 50 winners. 
The first of his nine winners under Rules in Ireland came on the Denise Foster-trained Polaris Flame in a hunter chase at the 2000 
Punchestown Festival. He turned professional when a change in the Rules allowed jump jockeys to claim an allowance after they had 
reached the age of 26, which had previously been the cut-off point. He joined County Durham-based Howard Johnson in 2003, and 
that year recorded his first success in Britain on the now-disbarred trainer's Teme Valley at Sedgefield on Boxing Day. He joined 
Lucinda Russell as first jockey in the summer of 2004, with Catch The Perk providing his first winner for his new boss at Hexham in 
March, 2004. Buchanan’s biggest successes have come in the totesport.com Grand National Trial at Haydock, which he has won 
three times, in 2005 on Richard Ford-trained Forest Gunner, on whom he had three months earlier won the Grand Sefton Chase over 
the National fences at Aintree, and in 2010 and 2011 on Russell’s charge Silver By Nature. This season is proving one of Buchanan’s 
best, with his third-best total, and counting, going into Aintree. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2005 Strong Resolve (17th), 2006 Tyneandthyneagain (Fell 1st); 2011 Silver By Nature 
(12th) 
 
 
 



MUMBLES HEAD (IRE) FACTFILE 
ch g Flemensfirth (USA) - Extra Mile (Torus) 

12-10-4 Form: 1022/126311/2/30/91233/F/PU76P21-1133FP    Owner: Patricia Thompson     
Trainer: Peter Bowen    Jockey: Jamie Moore     Breeder: John Sweeney 
 
Mumbles Head 
Mumbles Head, foaled on April 8, 2001, was sold by his breeder John Sweeney as a foal for Ir6,600gns, has raced 32 times in a stop-start career over 
eight seasons. He did not race until he was five, starting in January, 2006 with a victory in a bumper at Catterick, and then also won first time out the 
following season, this time over hurdles at Stratford. But after two more hurdles wins and a runner-up spot in the spring of 2007, he did not appear 
again for nearly two years. That campaign was brief, a third at Uttoxeter and an unplaced effort behind subsequent John Smith’s Grand National 
runner-up Sunnyhillboy in a handicap hurdle at the National meeting. The following season he won his first outing over fences and then produced three 
smart placed efforts against high-class opposition, second to Weapon’s Amnesty at Newcastle and third in Grade Two contests at Haydock and 
Wetherby to Diamond Harry and Weird Al respectively. But after a fall in the Summer National at Uttoxeter in June he was out of action again until 
October, 2011, when he was pulled up in a veterans’ chase over the Mildmay fences at Aintree. But the following spring and summer he notched a hat-
trick in staying chases, one at Market Rasen and two at Perth. Last autumn, after a good third back at Aintree in October, he fell at the first when trying 
the Grand National course for the first time in the Betfred Becher Chase. Later in December he was pulled up in bottomless ground at Haydock. 
Mumbles Head, who had been racing in the colours of his trainer Peter Bowen’s wife Karen, changed hands recently after being sold for £25,000 at an 
auction at Newbury. He will run in the John Smith’s Grand National for Patricia Thompson, who won the Aintree showpiece in 1992 with Party Politics. 
Mumbles Head’s sire Flemensfirth, on the Coolmore jumping roster, is one of the best, responsible for a stream of high-class performers headed by 
Imperial Commander, Tidal Bay and Flemenstar; his winning dam Extra Mile also finished fourth in the four-mile NH Chase at Cheltenham in 1992 and 
is from a family that has also produced two very smart performers in Monsieur Le Cure and Lo Stregone. 
Race record: Starts: 32; 1st: 8; 2nd: 6; 3rd: 6; Win & Place prize money: £76,563 
 
Patricia Thompson 
David and Patricia Thompson, who live in north London but are best known as owners of Cheveley Park Stud outside Newmarket. Although famed for 
their Flat racing exploits, the Thompsons have won jump racing’s most famous prize before, having bought the 1992 Grand National hero Party Politics 
on the eve of his victory. Party Politics, who spent his 13-year retirement at Cheveley Park Stud, lived to the ripe old age of 25. Mrs Thompson said in 
July, 2009, when he died: “We will always remember the excitement of Grand National day in 1992 - and indeed his very creditable second in 1995 - as 
one of the major experiences of our racing ownership.” David Thompson, 77 (born April 4, 1936), is a former Smithfield meat trader who first made his 
business mark with the Hillsdown Holdings food group, which he later sold in two separate deals for about £300 million. In the 2012 Sunday Times Rich 
List, the Thompson family, including entrepreneur son Richard, is ranked 195th with assets of £460 million. The Thompsons, initially in partnership, 
bought the rundown Cheveley Park Stud, where horses have been bred for more than 1,000 years, in 1975. Music Boy, who they raced, became their 
first stallion. It has become the most successful British-owned breeding operation in the country. Now stretching to around 970 acres and managed by 
Chris Richardson, its umbrella also covers the Sandwich, Warren Hill and Ashley Heath studs. It both sells and races the horses it produces and 
Russian Rhythm, a sales purchase, brought Classic glory when winning the 2003 1000 Guineas, going on to land both the Coronation Stakes and 
Nassau Stakes. The stud operation currently houses around 120 broodmares and six stallions include leading sire Pivotal. St James’s Palace Stakes 
winner Excellent Art and 1997 2,000 Guineas hero Entrepreneur were bred and sold by Cheveley Park while some of the Group One stars to race in 
their patriotic red, white and blue Flat silks include Red Bloom, Confidential Lady, Regal Rose, Echelon, Nannina, Exclusive, Peeress, Pivotal, Virtual, 
Chorist and Hooray. Their Flat trainers are headed by Sir Michael Stoute, a director of the stud, and include James Fanshawe, John Gosden, William 
Haggas, Jeremy Noseda and Sir Mark Prescott. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1992 PARTY POLITICS (WON); 1992 Roc De Prince (17th); 
1995 Party Politics (2nd); 1996 Party Politics (Fell 3rd); 2010 Character Building (7th), 2011 Character Building (15th) 
 
Peter Bowen (Letterston, Pembrokeshire, Wales) 
Born on June 9, 1958, Peter Bowen is married to Karen and has three sons, Michael (who began riding in point-to-points in April, 2012 on Iron Man), 
Sean and James. The son of a haulier and a village postmistress, Bowen trains at Letterston near Haverfordwest in Pembrokeshire, Wales, and took 
out his first trainer’s licence in 1995, having previously been a livery yard proprietor and hugely successful point-to-point handler. His wife was a 
successful rider in point-to-points and under Rules. Bowen’s first winner under Rules came on October 9, 1995 at Sedgefield with Iffeee. He won the 
Elite Hurdle at Wincanton the following November with Dreams End and the same horse took the Kingwell Hurdle at the Somerset course in February, 
1997. A big race hat-trick was completed by Dreams End in the Swinton Handicap Hurdle at Haydock later in the same year. Another horse that he did 
well with early in his training career was Iffeee, whom he saddled to win the Durham National at Sedgefield in 1996. The 1996/1997 campaign saw 
Bowen set a modern-day record with Stately Home, winner of 10 races that season including the Grade One Scilly Isles Novices’ Chase at Sandown 
Park. He captured the Badger Ales Handicap Chase at Wincanton in both 2002 and 2003 with Swansea Bay and the same horse won the Edward 
Hanmer Memorial Chase at Haydock, also in 2003. His stable stars have included Take The Stand and Ballycassidy. The former was second to 
Kicking King in the Cheltenham Gold Cup in 2005 and finished fifth in the 2006 renewal, the highest placing by a British-trained horse. Ballycassidy, a 
winner of 15 races who ran in the John Smith’s Grand National three times and showed up well on the second and third occasions before being found 
out. Bowen had his highest-ever number of winners in the 2006/2007 season, with 72 successes, including Dunbrody Millar in the John Smith’s 
Topham Chase, a race Bowen also captured in 2001 with Gower-Slave and memorably with Always Waining in 2010, 2011, 2012. Bowen has also 
enjoyed Grade One success with Snoopy Loopy in the 2008 Betfair Chase and with Souffleur in the 2007 Challow Hurdle. He went close to John 
Smith’s Grand National success in 2007 when McKelvey was the three quarters of a length runner-up to Silver Birch. John Smith’s Grand National 
Record: 2005 Take The Stand (UR 15th), Ballycassidy (UR 2nd); 2006 Ballycassidy (Fell 25th); 2007 McKelvey (2nd), Ballycassidy (UR24th); 
2008 Iron Man (UR 3rd); McKelvey (UR 20th) 
 
Jamie Moore 
Jamie Moore was born on January 31, 1985. He is the son of Horsham trainer and former jockey Gary and brother of former champion Flat jockey 
Ryan. Another brother, Josh, is currently a conditional jockey and sister Hayley has ridden as an amateur on the Flat as well as commentated on races. 
He qualified to ride in the 2003 John Smith's Grand National only at the last minute with trebles on consecutive racing days at Haydock and Plumpton 
the week before the race and completed when 13th on Royal Predica. Moore was originally attached to Martin Pipe's stable but went freelance in July, 
2005. He turned professional at the end of the 2002/03 season and his big wins include a dead-heat first place on Horus in the Vodafone Gold Cup at 
Newbury and a clear-cut success for It Takes Time in the Ascot Chase. He was champion conditional in 2003/04 with 48 wins. He has already twice 
enjoyed victory over the National fences on Dunbrody Millar in the 2007 John Smith's Topham Chase and on Endless Power in the 2008 Grand Sefton 
Chase. He also had a big-race victory on Heathcote in the 2007 Betfair Trophy at Newbury. He gained a Grade Two victory on Sire De Grugy in the 
2011 Dovecote Novices' Hurdle at Kempton. The horse developed into a high-class hurdler last season with placed efforts in the Betfair Hurdle and the 
Imperial Cup at Sandown. Other flagbearers for Moore include Fruity O'Rooney, who won at Kempton over Christmas prior to placed efforts in the Sky 
Bet Chase and JLT Specialty Chase at the Cheltenham Festival last year. Moore’s biggest success this season came at Ascot where he rode his 
father’s Vino Griego to success in a Listed handicap chase. The pair also finished second behind Carrickboy in the Byrne Group Plate at the 
Cheltenham Festival. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2003 Royal Predica (13th); 2006 Le Duc (UR 8th), 2007 Thisthatandtother (PU 30th), 
2011 Santa's Son (PU 16th); 2012 Deep Purple (PU 19th) 

 

 
 
 



NINETIETH MINUTE (IRE) FACTFILE 
10yo b g Old Vic - Myown (IRE) (Le Bavard (FR)) 

10-10-03   Form: 1/2130/45111/327330/8/231F-3F6042  Owner: Dermot Cox  
Trainer: Tom Taaffe IRE   Jockey: Niall Madden      Breeder: Ray Nolan 
 
Ninetieth Minute 
Bred by Ray Nolan, Ninetieth Minute (born May 5, 2003) is by dual Derby winner Old Vic out of Le Bavard mare Myown who is herself 
a half-sister to multiple winner Torrent Bay. He made his debut in an 18-runner Clonmel bumper and ran out an impressive winner, 
beating Shuil Dara by seven lengths. Put away for the summer, he made his hurdling debut in November, 2007, at Punchestown 
where he was beaten four lengths by subsequent Paddy Power Chase winner Majestic Concorde. He got off the mark at the second 
time of asking at Gowran Park, where he edged out Sky Hall by a neck in a novice hurdle. He was beaten at odds-on next time out at 
Cork and was then well behind Kalahari King at the Punchestown Festival in April. He made an inauspicious start to his second 
season over hurdles in October, 2008, as he was beaten into fourth at Naas before finishing fifth in a handicap hurdle at Cork. 
However, he then began a winning streak that culminated in victory in the Coral Cup at Cheltenham Festival. He beat Candy Girl by 12 
lengths at Fairyhouse and then lowered the colours of Solwhit in the Listed Horse and Jockey Hotel Hurdle at Thurles. This victory 
convinced trainer Tom Taaffe to let his gelding have a crack at the Coral Cup at the Cheltenham Festival. His faith was justified as 
Ninetieth Minute ran out a comfortable one-and-a-half length winner from the Lucinda Russell-trained Mirage Dore. He could not quite 
make the step up in class to Grade 2 company next time out but still ran respectably to finish third behind Aitmatov in the Lismullen 
Hurdle at Navan. He finished placed in three Graded races the following season but came very close to breaking his duck at this level 
when second behind Oscar Dan Dan in the Hatton’s Grace Hurdle at Fairyhouse. His trainer decided to send him chasing at the start 
of the 2010/11 season but he only had the one start over fences, finishing eigth behind Saludos at Navan. A subsequent injury forced 
him on the sidelines for 18 months but he resumed his career at Fairyhouse in January, 2012, and ran a fine race, being beaten half-
a-length by Shot From The Hip. He was placed again behind Gates Of Rome at Naas next time out but finally got off the mark over 
fences at Fairyhouse in February of that year when he beat Sweet Shock by 18 lengths. As a consequence, he was sent off as one of 
the leading fancies for the Irish Grand National but only got as far as the 15th fence where he fell. He has run six times since that fall 
and has yet to return to the winner’s enclosure but he ran his best race for quite a while at Down Royal last time out behind Treacle. 
He seemed to be travelling well that day before a mistake two out put paid to his chance. Having fallen twice over fences in 11 starts, 
he needs to brush up on his jumping but he clearly has the talent to hit the frame in the John Smith’s Grand National if things go his 
way. Race Record: Starts: 27; Wins: 6; 2nd: 4; 3rd: 6; Win & Place prize money: £130,433 
 
Dermot Cox 
Dermot Cox is best-known in racing for owning both Tranquil Sea and Back In Front, two horses who won in excess of £650,000. Back 
In Front gave Cox his first Cheltenham Festival winner when he landed the Grade One Supreme Novices’ Hurdle in 2003 while 
Tranquil Sea won both the Grade One Land Rover Champion Novice Hurdle and the Grade One John Durkan Memorial Chase at 
Punchestown in 2010. Cox is a major shareholder in Naas racecourse and played a big part in reviving Punchestown racecourse, 
where he has served as deputy chairman and his Cox’s Cash and Carry business sponsors at the Irish National Hunt Festival in April. 
As well as the cash and carry company, Cox has extensive property interests, including the Newbridge Greyhound Stadium, reflecting 
his love of dog racing. Cox extended his bloodstock interest further in 2006 when he bought Baroda Stud in County Kildare from Philip 
Myerscough. The Georgian residence had once been the post-war property of the Maharajah of Baroda and was reported to have 
been sold for £30 million. Cox’s son David manages Baroda Stud, assisted by his wife Tamso, who recently finished as head of PR at 
Horseracing Ireland. Grand National record: 2004 Takagi (UR 15th). 
 
Tom Taaffe IRE (Straffan, County Kildare, Ireland) 
Tom Taaffe, who was born on June 15, 1963, is son of the peerless Arkle's legendary jockey Pat Taaffe, who rode two Grand National 
winners in Quare Times (1955) and Gay Trip (1970). Tom took a giant stride into the limelight in 2005 thanks to his impeccable 
handling of Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup hero Kicking King. Taaffe spent his schoolboy summers working for Arthur Moore and 
forged an association with the trainer that lasted 15 years, first as an amateur rider and then as a professional jockey. He rode his first 
winner at Phoenix Park in 1981 and enjoyed a successful career in the saddle as a jump jockey, partnering 400 winners. He finished 
third in the 1988 Grand National aboard Monanore and began training from Portree Stables near Straffan in County Kildare in 1994. In 
1998, he enjoyed his first Grade One triumph with Delphi Lodge in the Powers Gold Cup at Fairyhouse. Kicking King's Gold Cup 
success, combined with his earlier King George VI Chase victory, enabled Taaffe to emulate his father, who saddled Captain Christy 
to victory in the same two races. Apart from Kicking King, Taaffe has also enjoyed success at the Cheltenham Festival with Finger 
Onthe Pulse in the Rewards4Racing Investments Novices’ Handicap Chase and Ninetieth Minute in the Coral Cup. He won the 2010 
Galway Plate with Finger OnThe Pulse. He has saddled four runners in the John Smith’s Grand National including Slim Pickings, who 
was beaten two lengths in total when coming home third behind Silver Birch in 2007 and finished fourth behind Comply Or Die 12 
months later. John Smith's Grand National Record: 2007 Slim Pickings (3rd); 2008 Slim Pickings (4th), Tumbling Dice (UR 
3rd); 2012 Treacle (Fell 10th) 
 
Niall Madden 
Niall Madden (born November 11, 1985) enjoyed his biggest career success in the 2006 John Smith's Grand National when 
successful on Numbersixvalverde. Madden's father, also called Niall, was universally known as 'Boots' Madden from his days as a 
young jockey at Edward O'Grady's yard when his boots were always too big for him. If the father is Boots it is hardly surprising that the 
son has become 'Slippers' Madden, and his father readily admits that Slippers is better at the game than he ever was. Slippers was a 
racing prodigy, his first winning mount coming in a handicap hurdle at Wexford on July 12, 2002, when he was just 16. The horse was 
a French-bred called Teknash, trained by his father. His second win came on the same horse 19 days later at Galway, and when he 
rode his third victory, on a J P McManus horse called Live Our Dreams at Naas, he was already being marked out as a star of the 
future. In his first season as an amateur, Madden had 10 winners, while he more than doubled that total the following year with 28 
winners. His final season - the 2004/05 campaign - as an amateur was his best, his 39 successes earning him the Irish amateur 
crown. His most notable victory that season came when he partnered Numbersixvalverde to victory in the Thyestes Chase in January, 
becoming the first amateur to win the Gowran Park showpiece. It was not the first time that Madden had partnered his Grand National 
mount, which came at Navan in December, 2004, when the horse, running in his first handicap chase, was a comfortable winner. The 
pair attempted to land back-to-back John Smith's Grand Nationals when contesting the 2007 renewal but could only finish sixth. 
Madden had never ridden a winner in Britain before scoring on Numbersixvalverde. He enjoyed another British big-race victory on 
Jazz Messenger in the 2006 Christmas Hurdle at Kempton. His father rode in the Grand National several times, enjoying his best 
placing when Attitude Adjuster finished fifth behind Rhyme 'N' Reason in the 1988 race.  
John Smith's Grand National Record: 2006 NUMBERSIXVALVERDE (WON); 2007 Numbersixvalverde (6th); 2009 Southern Vic 
(8th), 2010 Made In Taipan (Fell 5th); 2012 In Compliance (5th) 



ON HIS OWN (IRE) FACTFILE 

b g Presenting - Shuil Na Mhuire (IRE) (Roselier (FR)) 
9-11-00     Form: 10/414P1/B1F-1   Owner: Andrea & Graham Wylie 
Trainer: Willie Mullins IRE    Jockey: Ruby Walsh    Breeder: Margaret Treacy 

 
On His Own  
On His Own, born on July 10, 2004, was bred by Margaret Treacy from Killeagh, Co Cork. and made a winning debut for owner/trainer Oliver McKiernan in a point-to-point at 
Maralin, Ireland, in October, 2009, and the Presenting gelding also enjoyed a winning start to his career under Rules when taking a Leopardstown bumper in December of the 
same year. He was bought by trainer Howard Johnson, acting on behalf of Andrea and Graham Wylie, for a then-record £240,000 at Brightwells’ January Sale at Cheltenham in 
January, 2010. On His Own was pitched into Grade One company for his first start for the Wylies and Johnson but faded to come home 18th of 24 behind Cue Card in the 
Weatherbys Champion Bumper at the 2010 Cheltenham Festival. He made just one start over hurdles, finishing fourth behind Bobs Worth in a Cheltenham novices’ hurdle on 
New Year’s Day, 2011, before a successful debut over fences two weeks later with a comfortable success over subsequent Scottish Grand National runner-up Nine De Sivola 
in a beginners’ chase at Musselburgh. He was pulled up in the National Hunt Chase at the 2011 Cheltenham Festival but ended the season on a high note with an impressive 
victory in a novices’ handicap chase at Ayr’s Scottish National meeting. On His Own was transferred to the care of Willie Mullins for the start of the 2011/2012 season, after 
Johnson was disqualified from training. He was brought down when beaten at the penultimate fence in the valuable Paddy Power Chase at Leopardstown on December 27, 
2011, his first start for Ireland’s champion trainer. The lightly-raced horse was well fancied for last season’s John Smith’s Grand National after being the  easy 13-length winner 
of the Thyestes Chase at Gowran Park in January, 2012, but fell when still travelling well at Becher’s Brook on the second circuit. Connections were encouraged by that 
performance and he has been trained for Aintree showpiece again this season. He annexed the Grade Two Boyne Hurdle over an extended two and a half miles on his 
seasonal return at Navan on February 19. Race Record: Starts: 11; Wins: 5; 2nd: -; 3rd: -; Win & Place Prize Money: £86,894 
 
Andrea & Graham Wylie 
Multi-millionaire Graham Wylie, 53, made his money in the computer software industry. After graduating from Newcastle University in 1980 with a degree in computer science 
and statistics, he founded Sage in 1981 with David Goldman, Phil Lever and Paul Muller, selling accountancy software. The company grew through acquisition, floated on the 
stock exchange in 1989 and continued to get bigger. After stepping down as managing director of Sage in May, 2003, Wylie sold a number of his shares and gained over £120 
million. Wylie is the son of Scottish parents - his father was a coalminer from Stirling and his mother a seamstress from Hawick, where Wylie was born in 1959. A huge 
Newcastle United fan, he married his second wife Andrea Stone at Slaley Hall, Northumberland in May, 2003 - the event was described as the “north-east’s wedding of the 
decade,” and was attended by over 250 guests, including Alan Shearer and Sir Bobby Robson. Pop superstar Ronan Keating performed at the couple’s wedding (for a reputed 
£175,000), singing When You Say Nothing At All, from the 1999 film Notting Hill, which the couple saw on their first date. The first horse the pair owned - a flashy grey picked 
out at Howard Johnson’s County Durham stable - was Lord Transcend, named after Andrea’s hair and beauty salon in Hexham. Lord Transcend won at 33/1 on his debut at 
Newcastle in March, 2002, and went on to prove himself a high-class horse over hurdles and fences, winning six times in all, before a leg injury sustained at Haydock in 
January, 2006, cut short his racing career. Having caught the ‘racing bug’ through the success of Lord Transcend, Graham and Andrea Wylie invested millions of pounds and 
built up a large string in training with Howard Johnson. At Doncaster’s 2003 May Sale, Graham Wylie set a then record for a jump horse when paying 340,000 guineas for Royal 
Rosa, which was a wedding present for his wife. He enjoyed a superb Cheltenham Festival in 2005, taking the Ladbrokes World Hurdle with Inglis Drever, the William Hill 
Supreme Novices’ Hurdle with Arcalis and the Neptune Investment Management Novices’ Hurdle with No Refuge. In 2007, Inglis Drever reclaimed his Ladbrokes World Hurdle 
title and in 2008 became the first horse to win the race for a third time. Inglis Drever’s Ladbrokes World Hurdle triumph was the highlight of a fantastic 2008 Cheltenham 
Festival for the Wylies as Tidal Bay also won the Racing Post Arkle Chase. Howard Johnson was banned from racing for four years in August 2011, and as a result, the Wylies 
reduced their 60-strong string in half and sent 12 to British jump champion Paul Nicholls and seven to Irish jump champion Willie Mullins. The partnership with both trainers has 
flourished, with Nicholls sending out Tidal Bay to win a number of big prizes including this season’s Grade One Lexus Chase, while Mullins has saddled Boston Bob and Back 
In Focus to win Grade One novice chases since the turn of the year. The latter also formed part of a double for Mullins and the Wylies at this year’s Cheltenham Festival, with 
Back In Focus winning the John Oaksey National Hunt Chase and Briar Hill storming home to land the Weatherbys Champion Bumper. Graham Wylie founded a new company, 
Technology Services Group (TSG), in 2003. He owns Close House Country Club and golf course and Gosforth Shopping Centre, and was awarded a CBE for his services to 
industry in the 2004 New Year’s Honours list. Graham’s contribution to the North East region has been acknowledged by the award of honorary doctorates by both the 
University of Newcastle upon Tyne and Northumbrian University, and the freedom of the city of Newcastle. The Sunday Times Rich List in 2012 estimated he is worth £180 
million. The Wylies live close to Hexham in Northumberland and Andrea, 40, has also excelled at showing dogs (www.transcendshowdogs.com), another interest they share, 
winning the best of breed prize at Crufts this year with her Maltese dog Hi-Lite Come Dance With Me. The couple’s twin daughters Kiera and Zahra were born in December, 
2009. Kiera was born with a defective heart, which has led the Wylies to fund raise for the heart unit at Newcastle’s Freeman Hospital among other charitable endeavours. On 
His Own ran last year at Aintree in the colours of Semore Kurdi after the north-east businessman purchased a one-day lease of the horse in a charity auction in May, 2011. 
Graham Wylie had originally intended to lease Prince De Beauchene, also trained by Willie Mullins but an injury to his leading hope stopped that intention. Wylie offered the 
prize to raise money for the Children’s Heart Unit Fund at Newcastle’s Freeman Hospital, where his daughter Kiera underwent three major and successful operations. John 
Smith’s Grand National Record: 2007 Bewleys Berry (Fell 22nd); 2008 Bewleys Berry (5th), Backbeat (Fell 2nd); 2010 Royal Rosa (UR 14th); 2011 Tidal Bay (UR 
10th); 2012 On His Own (leased for the day & Fell 22nd) 
 
Willie Mullins IRE (Bagenalstown, County Carlow) 
Born on September 15, 1956, Willie Mullins was six-times amateur champion rider in Ireland and his major successes in the saddle included the 1983 John Smith’s Fox 
Hunters’ Chase at Aintree on Atha Cliath when the also-rans were partnered by the likes of Robert Waley-Cohen, chairman of Cheltenham Racecourse, and Aintree chairman 
Lord Daresbury, before taking out a training licence in 1988 and is now the country’s pre-eminent jump handler. As a jockey in the John Smith’s Grand National, his rides 
included The Ladys Master, who ran out in 1983, and Hazy Dawn, who fell at the sixth the following year. He hails from one of Ireland's most famous racing families, being a 
son of the late Paddy Mullins, the outstanding all-round trainer whose most famous star was Dawn Run, winner of the 1984 Champion Hurdle and 1986 Cheltenham Gold Cup. 
Willie Mullins rode and trained Wither Or Which to win the 1996 Weatherbys Champion Bumper, the Cheltenham Festival race in which he has enjoyed eight winners (also 
Florida Pearl 1997, Alexander Banquet 1998, Joe Cullen 2000, Missed That 2005, Cousin Vinny 2008, Champagne Fever 2012 and Briar Hill 2013). Mullins’ best chaser to date 
has been Florida Pearl, who was placed in two Cheltenham Gold Cups, won the 1998 RSA Chase, the 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2004 Irish Hennessy Cognac Gold Cups in Ireland 
as well as the 2001 King George VI Chase and the 2002 Betfred Bowl at Aintree. He trains the brilliant Hurricane Fly who has won the Stan James Champion Hurdle in 2011 
and 2013. He has saddled 29 winners at the Cheltenham Festival, more than any other Irish handler in history. Mullins has over 150 horses at his Closutton yard near 
Bagenalstown in Co Carlow and his first John Smith’s Grand National runner as a trainer, Micko's Dream, fell at the first in 2000. The loquacious Mullins, a former chairman of 
the Irish Trainers' Federation, also suffered heartache in 2004 when Hedgehunter departed at the final fence in the John Smith’s Grand National when looking assured of a 
place. He overcame bad luck in the race the following year when Hedgehunter came home 14 lengths clear of Royal Auclair. He has been champion Irish jump trainer for the 
past five seasons and is on course for a sixth title in 2012/2013 after surpassing Aidan O’Brien’s total of 155 winners in a season with a double at Fairyhouse on February 23. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2000 Micko's Dream (Fell 1st); 2002 Alexander Banquet (UR 6th); 2004 Alexander Banquet (Fell 18th), Hedgehunter (Fell 30th); 
2005 HEDGEHUNTER (WON); 2006 Hedgehunter (2nd); 2007 Hedgehunter (9th), Homer Wells (PU bef 22nd), Bothar Na (PU bef 29th), Livingstonebramble (UR 6th); 
2008 Snowy Morning (3rd), Hedgehunter (13th); 2009 Snowy Morning (9th), Irish Invader (11th); 2010 Snowy Morning (6th), Arbor Supreme (UR 15th); 2011 The 
Midnight Club (6th), Dooney’s Gate (Fell 6th), Arbor Supreme (Fell 28 th); 2012 The Midnight Club (11th), Quiscover Fontaine (Fell 17th), On His Own (Fell 22nd) 
 
Ruby Walsh 
Ruby (Rupert) Walsh rides for the champion stables of Paul Nicholls in Britain and Willie Mullins in Ireland and - along with Tony McCoy - leads the current generation of jump 
jockeys. Born May 14, 1979, and based in Co. Kildare, Ireland, he is the son of 11-times Irish amateur champion jockey, Ted Walsh, now a trainer and television pundit. Ruby is 
the second of Walsh's four children and his younger sister Katie is a successful amateur who had two wins at the 2010 Cheltenham Festival and will be aboard Seabass in the 
2013 John Smith’s Grand National (she finished third on the same horse last year). Ruby’s other sister, Jennifer, acts as his agent. Ruby had his first success under Rules 
aboard Siren Song at Gowran Park on July 25, 1995, and followed in his father's footsteps when capturing the Irish amateurs’ championship at the age of 19 while still studying 
for his Leaving Certificate. He was champion Irish National Hunt jockey in his first season as a professional (1998/99) and has taken the title a further seven times (2000/2001, 
2004/05, 2005/06, 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09 and 2009/10). Walsh has won the John Smith's Grand National twice on Papillon (2000, trained by his father) and Hedgehunter 
(2005). He is the most successful jockey of all time at the Cheltenham Festival with 38 victories and has been leading rider at The Festival seven times (2013, 2011, 2010, 2009 
(when he recorded a record seven winners), 2008, 2006 and 2004). His Cheltenham victories include the 2007 and 2009 Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup with Kauto Star, three 
Queen Mother Champion Chases (2004 Azertyuiop, 2008 and 2009 Master Minded), two Champion Hurdles (2011 and 2013 Hurricane Fly) and four Ladbrokes World Hurdles 
(2012, 2011, 2010 and 2009 Big Buck’s). There are few omissions in his list of big-race successes and he has also won five King George VI Chases on Kauto Star. His 
autobiography was published in October, 2010. He is married to Gillian and the couple have two daughters, Isabelle and Elsa. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2000 
PAPILLON (WON); 2001 Papillon (4th); 2002 Kingsmark (4th); 2003 Shotgun Willy (PU bef 22nd); 2005 HEDGEHUNTER (WON); 2006 Hedgehunter (2nd); 2007 
Hedgehunter (9th); 2008 Hedgehunter (13th); 2009 My Will (3rd); 2011 The Midnight Club (6th) 

 
 
 



OSCAR TIME (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Oscar (IRE) - Baywatch Star (IRE) (Supreme Leader) 

 12-10-11       Form: 4243/2123217/23232214F/73152/2632/4-4U60  
 Owners: Robert Waley-Cohen/Sir Martin & Steve Broughton Trainer: Martin Lynch IRE  
 Jockey: Mr Sam Waley-Cohen    Breeder: Edmond Coleman  
 
Oscar Time 
Oscar Time, born on May 14, 2001, passed through the sales ring for 37,000 euros as a three-year-old at Tattersalls Ireland in August, 2004, with 
Martin Lynch the buyer. As a four-year-old at Goffs in May, 2005, Emerald Bloodstock paid 40,000 euros for him. The gelding started his racing career 
at Martin Lynch’s Stepaside yard in the ownership of Navan-based Eamon Kane. Having made his debut with a fourth place in a Roscommon bumper 
in October, 2006, Oscar Time won at the sixth attempt in that sphere, defeating subsequent Grade One winner Weapon’s Amnesty by half a length at 
Thurles in January, 2008. A victory over hurdles followed that April but his biggest success to date came over fences when winning the Paddy Power 
Chase at Leopardstown in December, 2009, in which he defeated Siegemaster by seven lengths. In April, 2010, Oscar Time showed his potential for 
the John Smith’s Grand National when finishing runner-up to Bluesea Cracker in the Irish Grand National at Fairyhouse. Following that effort, Robert 
Waley-Cohen purchased the gelding and later sold a half share to Sir Martin Broughton and his brother Steve. The 2010/11 season was geared around 
a tilt at the John Smith’s Grand National and Oscar Time started the campaign with two promising efforts in hurdle races at Thurles and Fairyhouse in 
November and December respectively. He completed his preparation for Aintree with a third-placed finish in the Grade Two Bobbjo Chase at 
Fairyhouse in March, 2011. He ran a tremendous race in the 2011 John Smith’s Grand National for his amateur pilot Sam Waley-Cohen but was just 
outstayed on the elbow by Ballabriggs and came home a gallant second. A second tilt at the John Smith’s Grand National was on the agenda last 
season but, after finishing fourth behind Zaidpour in a hurdle at Thurles in November, 2011, Oscar Time was ruled out for the season with a tendon 
problem. He made his comeback at Thurles on November 29, 2012, and ran respectably in fourth before unseating Sam Waley-Cohen in the Grade 
Two Kinloch Brae Chase at the same course on January 17. He has disappointed in his two runs since, trailing home last in the Bobbyjo Chase at 
Fairyhouse on February 23, and the Leinster National at Naas on March 10. 
Race Record: Starts: 34; Wins; 4; 2nd: 11; 3rd; 6: Win & Place Prize Money: £396,555  
  
Robert Waley-Cohen/Sir Martin & Steve Broughton 
Cheltenham Racecourse chairman Robert Waley-Cohen enjoyed his greatest day as an owner in March, 2011, when his amateur rider son Sam 
Waley-Cohen partnered Long Run to win the Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup, trained by long-time friend Nicky Henderson. The gelding, at six the 
youngest Gold Cup winner since Mill House in 1963, had landed the William Hill King George VI Chase at Kempton in December, aged five. Although 
Robert Waley-Cohen rode in point-to-points and hunter chases, he described himself as an incredibly bad amateur - “Wrong shape, wrong weight, not 
fit enough - basically, just thoroughly incompetent”. Born on November 10, 1948 and the founder of healthcare giant Alliance Medical, Robert Waley-
Cohen is no stranger to big-race success at Cheltenham as his Katarino won the 1999 JCB Triumph Hurdle, Rustle took what is now the Ladbrokes 
World Hurdle in 1989, Liberthine collected the 2005 Byrne Group Plate and Rajdhani Express won the Rewards4Racing Novices’ Handicap Chase this 
season. He trains a few horses himself under permit and sent out Katarino to win the John Smith’s Fox Hunters’ Chase at Aintree in 2005 and 2006 
again ridden by Sam. A member of the Jockey Club since 1983, where he has been a steward, he has a small team of around 10 broodmares at Upton 
Viva Stud in Warwickshire and was a director of Cheltenham Racecourse before becoming chairman when Lord Vestey stepped down at the end of the 
2010/11 season. He has horses in training with Guillaume Macaire in France as well as Nicky Henderson. His son Tom died of cancer in July, 2004, 
and Tom’s Ward at Oxford Children’s Hospital is named after him. He is married to Felicity and they also have another son Marcus and a daughter 
Jessica. Sir Martin Broughton and his twin brother Steve also have a 50 per cent share in Oscar Time. The twins were born on April 15, 1947 in 
Fulham, London, and Sir Martin recalls the 1956 Grand National, when Devon Loch collapsed 50 yards from the winning post, as being one of his 
earliest memories: “I listened to it on the radio - we didn’t have a TV until I was 17 or 18 - and the reason I recall it is not just the obvious one. My 
father’s name was Edward Samuel Broughton and, because the winner was called ESB, you can guess who he backed.” Their interest was further 
fuelled with the Christmas gift of a Totopoly board game in 1960. Despite only leaving school “with a handful of Cs and Ds”, Sir Martin joined British 
American Tobacco (BAT) as an auditor in 1971 and by 1988 had become finance director in 1988 and chairman in 1998. He left BAT in 2004 to 
become chairman of British Airways and served as chairman of the then British Horseracing Board from 2004 to 2007. Despite being a lifelong Chelsea 
supporter, in April, 2010, he was appointed chairman of Liverpool FC and oversaw the sale of the club to new owners in October, 2010. He was 
awarded a knighthood in the 2011 New Year’s Honours List for his services to industry and - with son Michael - is involved with Sports Investment 
Partners, which unsuccessfully bid to take over the Tote two years ago. Steve Broughton is an insurance industry veteran, who served as managing 
director of Royal SunAlliance, and is currently a director of Tesco Underwriting. With his brother, he launched Ingenie, a company aimed at younger 
drivers in which other backers include Gary Lineker.  
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2003 Katarino (UR 15th); 2007 Liberthine (5th); 2011 Oscar Time (2nd) 
 
Martin Lynch IRE (Castletown-Geoghegan, County Westmeath) 
Martin Lynch (born June 6, 1958) is a former jockey who enjoyed his biggest day in the saddle when winning the 1990 Vincent O’Brien Gold Cup on the 
John Upson-trained Nick The Brief. The Meath native learned his trade as an amateur rider with Clem Magnier and John Fowler, winning the Morgiana 
Hurdle on Fowler’s Royal Dipper. After turning professional, Lynch won the 1985 Thyestes Chase aboard Seskin Bridge and was second to Rhyme N’ 
Reason on the same horse in that year’s Irish Grand National. He rode Elfast to win the Mildmay Of Flete at the 1992 Cheltenham Festival and in two 
rides in the Grand National, fared best on 10th-placed Cool Ground in 1992. After taking out a trainer’s licence in Ireland, he leased Bill Durkan’s yard 
at Glencairn before relocating shortly afterwards to Middleton Park in County Westmeath. As a trainer, he enjoyed the biggest success of his career 
when Oscar Time landed the 190,000 euros Paddy Power Chase at Leopardstown in December, 2009. He is married to former trainer Suzanne Finn, a 
herbalist and acupuncturist, who is credited by the trainer with helping prepare the fussy eater Oscar Time for the Paddy Power Chase. He also trained 
the high-class Colonel Yeager to finish fourth in the 1999 Grade One Supreme Novices’ Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival. Lynch has never trained 
more than five winners in a season, which he achieved in the 1995/96 and 1996/97 seasons.  
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2011 Oscar Time (2nd) 
 
Mr Sam Waley-Cohen 
Sam Waley-Cohen, 30, was born on April 15, 1982. He started his riding career in point-to-points and is now the country’s highest-profile amateur. His 
first success under Rules came on Moscow Dancer in an amateur riders' hurdle at Kelso on December 1, 2003 and in March 2011 he reached the 
sport’s pinnacle as a rare amateur rider to partner a Cheltenham Gold Cup winner. His victory on Long Run made him the first to take the Festival 
feature since Jim Wilson in 1981. He has also partnered Long Run to two William Hill King George VI Chases at Kempton, in 2010 and 2012. His 
record over the unique spruce fences at Aintree is the envy of many professional riders, with three wins over the Grand National fences, Katarino in the 
2005 and 2006 John Smith's Fox Hunter's Chase and Liberthine in the 2006 John Smith's Topham Chase, plus the runner-up spot on Oscar Time 
behind Ballabriggs in the 2011 John Smith’s Grand National. He has also ridden winners at the Cheltenham Festival, notably Liberthine in the 2005 
Mildmay Of Flete Chase, Tricky Trickster in the 2009 National Hunt Chase and Rajdhani Express in last month’s Rewards4Racing Novices Chase. 
Waley-Cohen studied politics at Edinburgh University, lives in London with wife Annabel and they recently had their first child, Max. Waley-Cohen has 
his own dental practices company, Portman Healthcare. He is a close friend Prince William and Kate Middleton (who was at school with Sam’s brother 
Tom, lost to bone cancer in 2004 at the age of 20) and is widely credited with reuniting the pair following their brief break-up in 2007. His father is 
Robert Waley-Cohen, chairman of Cheltenham racecourse and owner of Long Run, Oscar Time and most of his son’s other mounts. 
John Smith's Grand National Record: 2007 Liberthine (5th); 2009 Ollie Magern (Fell 2nd); 2011 Oscar Time (2nd). 
 
 
 

 



QUEL ESPRIT (FR) FACTFILE 
gr g Saint Des Saints (FR) - Jeune D’Esprit (FR) (Royal Charter (FR)) 

9-11-07    Form: 14/1112F6/1FF/B1113-04   Owner: Red Barn Syndicate  
Trainer: Willie Mullins IRE  Jockey: Paul Townend    Breeder: Haras De Saint-Voir 

 
Quel Esprit 
Bred by the French stud Haras De Saint-Voir, which stands St Leger winner Lucarno and successful jump stallion Alberto Giacometti, Quel Esprit was bought by Highflyer 
Bloodstock for €33,000 at the Goffs France Sale in July, 2006. He made his debut in a maiden point-to-point at Dundrum in Ireland in March 2008 and got off the mark at the 
first time of asking, running out a length winner from Tinakellylad. He was purchased by the Red Barn Syndicate following this victory and sent into training with Willie Mullins 
and his reputation saw him go off the 4/5 favourite for his debut under rules which came in a Leopardstown bumper in December 2008. Ridden confidently by the trainer’s son, 
Patrick Mullins, Quel Esprit coasted home the easy winner by 13 lengths. This victory prompted Mullins to send the horse to the Cheltenham Festival to contest the Weatherbys 
Champion Bumper and the horse belied his experience to finish 13 lengths behind Dunguib in fourth. Quel Esprit rounded off his first season with a victory in a bumper at the 
Punchestown Festival, beating Skorcher by four lengths. Following a summer break, Quel Esprit was sent over hurdles and recorded his fourth victory in five outings by beating 
Hugo De Vindecy by a length and three quarters. He was then stepped up in class and contested the Grade Three Stayers Novice Hurdle at Cork where he was again 
successful, this time by three lengths. Quel Esprit then suffered his first defeat over hurdles in the Grade Two Synergy Solutions Novice Hurdle at Leopardstown in January 
2010 when he was beaten half-a-length by the Jessica Harrington-trained Coole River. Despite this defeat, Quel Esprit headed to the Cheltenham Festival to contest the 
Neptune Investment Management Novices’ Hurdle and he was sent off the 5/1 second-favourite behind subsequent Ascot Gold Cup winner Rite Of Passage. However, the 
horse only got as far as the second flight where he fell and the race was eventually won by the Donald McCain-trained Peddlers Cross. The horse was deemed well enough to 
contest the Albert Bartlett Novices’ Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival two days later but could only finish sixth behind Berties Dream. Trainer Mullins had always thought that 
Quel Esprit would make a fine chaser so it was no surprise to see him sent straight over fences the following season. He made short work of his first start over fences, 
comfortably seeing off Torphichen at Limerick on heavy ground but his jumping was found out on his next two starts and he failed to complete either race. He was still in with a 
great chance when falling two out in the Dr PJ Moriarty Novice Chase at Leopardstown and it was a similar scenario at the Cheltenham Festival when he fell three out in the 
RSA Chase. Quel Esprit was due a change of luck when he lined up at the Grade One Champion Novice Chase at the Punchestown Festival but he was brought down at the 
seventh fence when Kakagh unseated his rider and clipped his heels. Roughed off for the summer, Quel Esprit returned at Naas in a conditions chase in a bid to restore some 
confidence and it seemed to work the oracle as the grey ran out an easy seven length winner. Stepped back up in class to Grade One company, he then contested the 
Hennessy Gold Cup in February 2012 and finally produced a performance worthy of his talent, beating Roberto Goldback by two lengths. However, he failed to please Mullins in 
his work ahead of a possible tilt at the Cheltenham Gold Cup and missed the race, with his trainer deciding to aim him at the Punchestown Gold Cup instead. Sent off the 15/8 
favourite for that particular race, Quel Esprit could only finish third behind eventual winner China Rock. He rounded off the season over hurdles at Auteuil in the Prix La Barka 
but was unplaced behind stablemate Thousand Stars. Quel Esprit has only had the one start this season and finished last behind Sir Des Champs in the Hennessy Gold Cup 
but he showed all his old zest in that race and travelled well before tiring. 
Race Record: Starts: 18; Wins: 8; 2nd 1; 3rd 1; Win & Place prize money: £182,899 
 
Red Barn Syndicate 
A seven-strong group of Irish businessmen, many with interests in property and all based in Kildare or Dublin, Red Barn Syndicate is headed by Tom Fox. Explaining the 
group’s name, Fox said: “Willie Mullins is our trainer, and he used to keep his horses in American-style barns that were colour-coded. The best horses were kept in the red 
barn, so we gave ourselves that name in the hope that we might own a horse good enough to go in there.” Mullins no longer uses that system, but in Quel Esprit, a Grade One 
winner over fences, the syndicate has a horse good enough for one of the elite stables. The plan to run Quel Esprit in the John Smith’s Grand National was hatched at The 
Cheltenham Festival last year. Fox said: “Quel Esprit picked up an injury and had to be withdrawn from the Gold Cup on the morning of the race, and Willie said, ‘Let’s aim him 
for Aintree next year because he’s a very good jumper and he stays forever’.” Quel Esprit is the only horse owned by Red Barn Syndicate, although some of its members are 
involved in other partnership racehorses. A father of four children, Fox, who has not been to Aintree, will be travelling over for the big race with his wife Mary, and he expects the 
other syndicate members to be present. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Willie Mullins IRE (Bagenalstown, County Carlow) 
Born on September 15, 1956, Willie Mullins was six-times amateur champion rider in Ireland and his major successes in the saddle included the 1983 John Smith’s Fox 
Hunters’ Chase at Aintree on Atha Cliath when the also-rans were partnered by the likes of Robert Waley-Cohen, chairman of Cheltenham Racecourse, and Aintree chairman 
Lord Daresbury, before taking out a training licence in 1988 and is now the country’s pre-eminent jump handler. As a jockey in the John Smith’s Grand National, his rides 
included The Ladys Master, who ran out in 1983, and Hazy Dawn, who fell at the sixth the following year. He hails from one of Ireland's most famous racing families, being a 
son of the late Paddy Mullins, the outstanding all-round trainer whose most famous star was Dawn Run, winner of the 1984 Champion Hurdle and 1986 Cheltenham Gold Cup. 
Willie Mullins rode and trained Wither Or Which to win the 1996 Weatherbys Champion Bumper, the Cheltenham Festival race in which he has enjoyed eight winners (also 
Florida Pearl 1997, Alexander Banquet 1998, Joe Cullen 2000, Missed That 2005, Cousin Vinny 2008, Champagne Fever 2012 and Briar Hill 2013). Mullins’ best chaser to date 
has been Florida Pearl, who was placed in two Cheltenham Gold Cups, won the 1998 RSA Chase, the 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2004 Irish Hennessy Cognac Gold Cups in Ireland 
as well as the 2001 King George VI Chase and the 2002 Betfred Bowl at Aintree. He trains the brilliant Hurricane Fly who has won the Stan James Champion Hurdle in 2011 
and 2013. He has saddled 29 winners at the Cheltenham Festival, more than any other Irish handler in history. Mullins has over 150 horses at his Closutton yard near 
Bagenalstown in Co Carlow and his first John Smith’s Grand National runner as a trainer, Micko's Dream, fell at the first in 2000. The loquacious Mullins, a former chairman of 
the Irish Trainers' Federation, also suffered heartache in 2004 when Hedgehunter departed at the final fence in the John Smith’s Grand National when looking assured of a 
place. He overcame bad luck in the race the following year when Hedgehunter came home 14 lengths clear of Royal Auclair. He has been champion Irish jump trainer for the 
past five seasons and is on course for a sixth title in 2012/2013 after surpassing Aidan O’Brien’s total of 155 winners in a season with a double at Fairyhouse on February 23. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2000 Micko’s Dream (Fell 1st); 2002 Alexander Banquet (UR 6th); 2004 Alexander Banquet (Fell 18th), Hedgehunter (Fell 30th); 
2005 HEDGEHUNTER (WON); 2006 Hedgehunter (2nd); 2007 Hedgehunter (9th), Homer Wells (PU bef 22nd), Bothar Na (PU bef 29th), Livingstonebramble (UR 6th); 
2008 Snowy Morning (3rd), Hedgehunter (13th); 2009 Snowy Morning (9th), Irish Invader (11th); 2010 Snowy Morning (6th), Arbor Supreme (UR 15th); 2011 The 
Midnight Club (6th), Dooney’s Gate (Fell 6th), Arbor Supreme (Fell 28 th); 2012 The Midnight Club (11th), Quiscover Fontaine (Fell 17th), On His Own (Fell 22nd) 
 
Paul Townend 
Born on September 15, 1990, Paul Townend grew up surrounded by horses in County Cork and spent his youth riding on the pony racing circuit. He was also involved in show 
jumping, but had his heart set on a career as a jockey and joined the powerful Willie Mullins stable as a Flat apprentice after leaving school. He made his debut in a maiden at 
Ballinrobe on May 2, 2007, coming third on Temlett, and enjoyed his first success the following month, partnering the Seamus O’Donnell-trained The Chip Chopman to victory 
in an apprentice handicap at Limerick on June 22. The pair followed up four days later at Sligo and Townend further enhanced his growing reputation when partnering the well-
backed Emily Blake to victory in a handicap at the Galway Festival. He finished 2007 with a winner on the final card of the year at Dundalk, giving him 10 victories for the year, 
and he continued to ride successfully on the level for the first half of 2008, before growing concerns over weight problems prompted Townend to switch his attention to jump 
racing. He enjoyed almost instant success courtesy of the John Kiely-trained Indian Pace, as the pair landed the Galway Hurdle at the end of July, but Townend endured a 
barren three-month period immediately afterwards. His fortunes changed after Willie Mullins’ number one jockey, Ruby Walsh, sustained a serious injury at Cheltenham in 
November, 2008, giving Townend a host of plum rides, including successes on Hurricane Fly in the Bar One Racing Royal Bond Novice Hurdle at Fairyhouse and Mikael 
D'Haguenet in the Barry & Sandra Kelly Memorial Novice Hurdle at Navan in mid-December. He was reunited with Hurricane Fly for further Grade One glory in the 
paddypower.com Future Champion Novice Hurdle at Leopardstown’s Christmas meeting and was also successful at the same course in the Arkle Perpetual Challenge Cup 
Novice Chase on Golden Slipper at the end of January, 2008. In 2010/11 he went from strength to strength and was crowned champion jockey in Ireland with 80 wins. This 
season Townend has enjoyed Grade One success on Boston Bob, Arvika Ligeonnaire and Champagne Fever.  
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2009 Irish Invader (11th), 2010 Arbor Supreme (UR 15th); 2012 On His Own (Fell 22nd) 



 QUISCOVER FONTAINE (FR) FACTFILE 
b g Antarctique (IRE) - Blanche Fontaine (FR) (Oakland (FR)) 

9-10-07    Form: 1/31110/1160/2F/4010F-685  Owner: J P McManus 
Trainer: Willie Mullins IRE  Jockey: David Casey    Beeder: G Mesnil & Mme Louise Mesnil 
 
Quiscover Fontaine 
Quiscover Fontaine, foaled in France in June 11, 2004, made the perfect start to his career when landing the valuable Goffs Land Rover Bumper at the 2008 Punchestown 
Festival. Sent novice hurdling the following season, he won three times over two miles. After winning his first two starts over fences in early 2010, he contested the Grade One 
Arkle Trophy Chase at the Cheltenham Festival and ran a fair race to finish sixth behind Sizing Europe, plugging on in the closing stages. He failed to build on that promising 
effort on his next three outings but appeared to appreciate a step up in trip when fourth to Organisedconfusion in the 2011 Irish Grand National. The following season he ran in 
three hurdle races – winning at Leopardstown over Christmas – before lining up in the 2012 John Smith’s Grand National under David Casey. Sent off a 50/1 shot he could not 
get a prominent position and eventually fell at the 17

th
 fence. Given a holiday he did not reappear in public this season until unplaced over hurdles at Leopardstown’s Christmas 

fixture, and he has been out of luck in two handicap chases since, the most recent one at Thurles in late February. 
Race Record: Starts: 20; Wins: 7; 2nd: 1; 3rd: 1; Win & Place Prize Money: £100,913 
 
J P McManus 
Few people have enjoyed a closer association with jump racing in the last 30 years than John Patrick ’J P’ McManus, who was born on a farm in Co Limerick on March 10, 1951 
and attended the Christian Brothers school on Sexton Street, Limerick. He left his father’s plant hire business at the age of 20 to become a racecourse bookmaker, but then 
took the less well-trodden route of gamekeeper-turned-poacher to be a professional punter. McManus recalls one of his first bets as being on Merryman II in the 1960 Grand 
National when he was just nine, but the bet that changed his life was £4 on Linden Tree in a Newmarket maiden in 1970, the horse winning at 100/8. He had another £4 on 
when Linden Tree won the Observer Gold Cup at 25/1, and £5 each-way at 33/1 for the Derby, when the horse beat all bar Mill Reef. The amount he wagered grew rapidly and 
he is still one of the highest-staking punters on the racecourse. Dubbed “the Sundance Kid” by journalist Hugh McIlvanney after a number of major gambles in the ring during 
the 1970s, he is also the biggest jump owner in terms of numbers in Britain, Ireland and France (some 300 horses spread over 50 trainers ran for him last season) after he 
purchased his first racehorse, Cill Dara, at the age of 26. He has a host of business interests including dealing on the financial markets from his Geneva, Switzerland base and 
part-ownership of the Sandy Lane Hotel in Barbados, where he also has a house. With John Magnier, he bought a 28.7% stake in Manchester United through the Cubic 
Expression company before subsequently selling out to US tycoon Malcolm Glazer in 2005. He was in the news shortly after that because of his stake in the pub and restaurant 
operator Mitchells and Butler. In 2012, the Sunday Times estimated McManus’ wealth at £471 million, making him the 14th richest person in Ireland. Since Mister Donovan 
landed the William Hill Supreme Novices’ Hurdle in 1982, he has enjoyed 38 other Cheltenham Festival successes, headed by the great three-time Champion Hurdle hero 
Istabraq. In 2010, he won a fourth Champion Hurdle with Binocular, while the 2012 Festival yielded five more victories headed by Synchronised’s gutsy success in the Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup, but he had to wait until the final day this year before gaining two successes. McManus does a lot of work for charity and his Pro-Am golf tournament, 
which takes place every five years, has raised over 95 million euros. McManus is also a keen backgammon player and a big hurling fan. He owns Jackdaws Castle, the 
Gloucestershire yard that Jonjo O’Neill trains from, and has invested heavily in improving facilities since purchasing the property in 2001. He was British champion owner for the 
2005/6, 2006/7, 2008/9, 2009/10 and 2011/12 seasons. A full 28 years after his runner in the race, McManus finally achieved a long-held ambition when Don’t Push It won the 
2010 John Smith’s Grand National. Last year, Sunnyhillboy went agonisingly close to giving McManus a second success when beaten a nose by the Paul Nicholls-trained 
Neptune Collonges. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1982 Deep Gale (Fell 1st), 1988 Bucko (PU bef 27th), 1992 Laura's Beau (3rd), 1994 Laura’s Beau (Fell 6th), 
1996 Wylde Hide (UR 24th), 1997 Wylde Hide (UR 22nd); 1998 Gimme Five (5th), 2002 Spot Thedifference (UR 27th); 2003 Youlneverwalkalone (PU bef 13th); 2004 
Clan Royal (2nd), Spot Thedifference (5th), Risk Accessor (UR 6th), Le Coudray (Fell 22nd); 2005 Innox (7th), Spot Thedifference (18th), Shamawan (21st), Clan 
Royal (CO 22nd), Le Coudray (PU before 21st), Risk Accessor (UR 2nd); 2006 Clan Royal (3rd), Risk Accessor (5th), Innox (Fell 1st), First Gold (UR 23rd); 2007 L’Ami 
(10th), Clan Royal (11th); 2008 King Johns Castle (2nd), L’Ami (Fell 2nd), Bob Hall (PU bef 19th), Butler’s Cabin (Fell 22nd); 2009 Butler’s Cabin (7th), Reveillez (BD 
3rd), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 18th), L’Ami (PU bef 30th); 2010 DON’T PUSH IT (WON), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 8th), Arbor Supreme (UR 15th), King Johns Castle (refused to 
race); 2011 Don’t Push It (3rd), Blue Sea Cracker (14th), Quolibet (UR 11th), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 18th), Arbor Supreme (Fell 28th); 2012 Sunnyhillboy (2nd), 
Synchronised (Fell 6th), Arbor Supreme (UR 10th), Quiscover Fontaine (Fell 17th) 
 
Willie Mullins IRE (Bagenalstown, County Carlow) 
Born on September 15, 1956, Willie Mullins was six-times amateur champion rider in Ireland and his major successes in the saddle included the 1983 John Smith’s Fox 
Hunters’ Chase at Aintree on Atha Cliath when the also-rans were partnered by the likes of Robert Waley-Cohen, chairman of Cheltenham Racecourse, and Aintree chairman 
Lord Daresbury, before taking out a training licence in 1988 and is now the country’s pre-eminent jump handler. As a jockey in the John Smith’s Grand National, his rides 
included The Ladys Master, who ran out in 1983, and Hazy Dawn, who fell at the sixth the following year. He hails from one of Ireland's most famous racing families, being a 
son of the late Paddy Mullins, the outstanding all-round trainer whose most famous star was Dawn Run, winner of the 1984 Champion Hurdle and 1986 Cheltenham Gold Cup. 
Willie Mullins rode and trained Wither Or Which to win the 1996 Weatherbys Champion Bumper, the Cheltenham Festival race in which he has enjoyed eight winners (also 
Florida Pearl 1997, Alexander Banquet 1998, Joe Cullen 2000, Missed That 2005, Cousin Vinny 2008, Champagne Fever 2012 and Briar Hill 2013). Mullins’ best chaser to date 
has been Florida Pearl, who was placed in two Cheltenham Gold Cups, won the 1998 RSA Chase, the 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2004 Irish Hennessy Cognac Gold Cups in Ireland 
as well as the 2001 King George VI Chase and the 2002 Betfred Bowl at Aintree. He trains the brilliant Hurricane Fly who has won the Stan James Champion Hurdle in 2011 
and 2013. He has saddled 29 winners at the Cheltenham Festival, more than any other Irish handler in history. Mullins has over 150 horses at his Closutton yard near 
Bagenalstown in Co Carlow and his first John Smith’s Grand National runner as a trainer, Micko's Dream, fell at the first in 2000. The loquacious Mullins, a former chairman of 
the Irish Trainers' Federation, also suffered heartache in 2004 when Hedgehunter departed at the final fence in the John Smith’s Grand National when looking assured of a 
place. He overcame bad luck in the race the following year when Hedgehunter came home 14 lengths clear of Royal Auclair. He has been champion Irish jump trainer for the 
past five seasons and is on course for a sixth title in 2012/2013 after surpassing Aidan O’Brien’s total of 155 winners in a season with a double at Fairyhouse on February 23. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2000 Micko’s Dream (Fell 1st); 2002 Alexander Banquet (UR 6th); 2004 Alexander Banquet (Fell 18th), Hedgehunter (Fell 30th); 
2005 HEDGEHUNTER (WON); 2006 Hedgehunter (2nd); 2007 Hedgehunter (9th), Homer Wells (PU bef 22nd), Bothar Na (PU bef 29th), Livingstonebramble (UR 6th); 
2008 Snowy Morning (3rd), Hedgehunter (13th); 2009 Snowy Morning (9th), Irish Invader (11th); 2010 Snowy Morning (6th), Arbor Supreme (UR 15th); 2011 The 
Midnight Club (6th), Dooney’s Gate (Fell 6th), Arbor Supreme (Fell 28 th); 2012 The Midnight Club (11th), Quiscover Fontaine (Fell 17th), On His Own (Fell 22nd) 
 
David Casey 
David Casey was born on March 19, 1976, and graduated from RACE, Ireland's apprentice school. He had spells with Tony Redmond and Michael Hourigan before joining 
Willie Mullins, who provided him with his first winner at Tramore in January, 1995. The following year he won the Galway Hurdle for Mullins on Mystical City. In the 1999/2000 
season, he took over from Jamie Osborne as stable jockey to Lambourn trainer Oliver Sherwood, but the pair parted company in December, 2000, after Casey, who lived in 
Tony McCoy's house, was said to be repeatedly late for work. He turned freelance and returned to Ireland. He tasted Aintree triumph in 2000 when he won the John Smith's 
Maghull Novices' Chase aboard Cenkos. Other big race wins include the 2001 Powers Gold Cup and Charlie Hall Chase on Sackville, the Irish Arkle Perpetual Challenge Cup 
in 2006 Missed That and in 2010 on An Cathaoir Mor as well as the 2001 James Nicholson Chase and Ericsson Chase on Foxchapel King. His biggest win during 2011 came in 
the Irish Hennessy Gold Cup, when partnered the Willie Mullins-trained Kempes to victory. He has had two Cheltenham Festival successes on Fadoudal Du Cochet in the 2002 
Grand Annual Chase and Rule Supreme in the 2004 RSA Chase. He was still leading the field on Hedgehunter when the pair departed company at the final fence in 2004 but 
missed the winning ride a year later due to injury. He also came close to glory in 2008, when coming third on Snowy Morning.  
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1997 New Co (15th); 2000 Lucky Town (8th); 2001 Strong Tel (Fell 6th); 2002 Spot Thedifference (UR 4 out); 2003 Cregg House 
(Ref 4 out); 2004 Hedgehunter (Fell 30th); 2006 Jack High (UR 15th); 2007 Bothar Na (PU bef 29th); 2008 Snowy Morning (3rd); 2009 Offshore Account (15th); 2010 
Snowy Morning (6th); 2011 Arbor Supreme (Fell 28th); 2012 Quiscover Fontaine (Fell 17th) 

 

 
 
          



RARE BOB (IRE) FACTFILE 

b g Bob Back - Cut Ahead (Kalaglow) 
11-10-06   Form: 3/274333339/1d431414/15333P/0381PU/345053B0-643 Owner: D A Syndicate  
Trainer: Dessie Hughes IRE Jockey: Bryan Cooper      Breeder: Don Hadden 
 
Rare Bob 
Rare Bob’s family has already experienced success at the Grand National meeting as his high-class half-brother Tiutchev scored the 
last of 12 victories in the Martell Cognac Cup (now the Betfred Bowl) in 2004. Tiutchev, by Soviet Star, was bred for and started his 
career on the Flat before graduating to jumps, but Rare Bob, by top jump sire Bob Back and born on May 16, 2002, always had a 
jumping career planned. When he was sold at auction as a foal 37,000 euros foal in 2001, Tiutchev had already won an Arkle Trophy 
and an Ascot Chase; by the time he made 125,000 euros as a three-year-old, his older brother had added another Grade One and 
had been placed in both the William Hill King George VI Chase and the Sportingbet Queen Mother Champion Chase at the 
Cheltenham Festival. It took Rare Bob 14 runs to get off the mark, a sequence of losses that included five thirds in a row and a 
disqualification for a wayward course after beating Trafford Lad a short-head in a novice chase at Punchestown in October, 2008. His 
first victory also came at Punchestown three months later, when he beat the 2011 John Smith’s Grand National runner-up Oscar Time, 
and he returned there for the April Festival in 2009 to account for Gone To Lunch and Joncol in the Grade One Champion Novice 
Chase. His sole success in 22 runs since came at Leopardstown in January last year. Rare Bob has paid four previous visits to 
Aintree, two of them over the Grand National fences - he was fifth on heavy ground in the Betfred Becher Handicap Chase in 
December, 2011, and was brought down at the fifth fence in last year’s John Smith’s Grand National. In a typical preparation for this 
year’s race, Rare Bob made one start over hurdles before the unveiling of the weights, coming home sixth at Thurles on January 17, 
and has since posted two pleasing efforts over fences. He kept on to finish fourth behind fellow Aintree contenders Prince De 
Beauchene and Seabass in the Grade Two Bobbyjo Chase at Fairyhouse on February 23 and made late headway to take third for a 
second successive year in the Leinster National at Naas on March 10.  
Race Record: Starts: 40; Wins: 4; 2nd: 2; 3rd: 14; Win & Place Prize Money: £191,267 
 
The D A Syndicate 
‘D A’ stands for ‘Dessie’s Army’, a fond tribute to trainer Dessie Hughes who trains for the seven-strong group of friends who make up 
the syndicate. They come from Counties Carlow, Wickford and Kildare and have business interests in printing, packaging, building 
development and estate agency among others - the group includes Lar Byrne, who owned the dual Champion Hurdle winner Hardy 
Eustace. The D A Syndicate was formed when a number of Hughes’s owners went to India to see the trainer’s son Richard ride in the 
2000 Indian Derby. Hughes won the race on Smart Chieftain, and buoyed by the victory the group pledged to get involved in 
ownership as a syndicate. The plan to buy Rare Bob, their best horse to date and their first John Smith’s Grand National runner, was 
hatched at Royal Ascot at York in 2005. A few weeks later at Tattersalls’ Ireland’s Derby Sale he was bought for €125,000 as an 
unraced three-year-old, but he has since won more than €200,000.  
John Smith's Grand National Record: 2012 Rare Bob (BD 5th) 
 
Dessie Hughes IRE (Curragh, County Kildare) 
A highly successful jockey, Dessie Hughes (born October 10, 1943) partnered Davy Lad to win the 1977 Cheltenham Gold Cup and 
returned to Prestbury Park three years later to ride Monksfield to victory in the Champion Hurdle. He had four rides in the Grand 
National, including Davy Lad, but never managed to complete the course. Having always had one eye on the future, Dessie prepared 
his yard for three years before finally taking out a training licence in 1980 and the winners soon started flowing, including a first 
Cheltenham Festival victory as a trainer when Miller Hall took the 1982 Supreme Novices’ Hurdle. His yard was struck down by a 
persistent fungal problem in the late 1980s which resulted in Hughes enduring several years of poor form, but the trainer began 
churning out the winners again in the late 1990s, with horses such as Guest Performance, Rathbawn Prince and Grade One winner 
Colonel Braxton being standard bearers. But it would be Hardy Eustace who would provide Hughes with some of his finest hours as a 
trainer. Owned by long-standing patron Lar Byrne, the Archway gelding won the Grade One Ballymore Properties Novices’ Hurdle at 
the 2003 Cheltenham Festival before returning a year later take the Champion Hurdle under a superbly judged ride from Conor 
O’Dwyer. Hardy Eustace went on to victory at the Punchestown Festival and returned to Prestbury Park the following year for another 
victory in the Champion Hurdle, becoming the first horse since Istabraq to successfully defend his crown. Central House was another 
outstanding performer for Hughes, winning five Grade Two contests as well as a Grade One Novices’ Chase at Leopardstown. 
Schindlers Hunt emerged as another star, winning two Grade One events as a novice chaser and finishing the head runner-up in the 
Grade One John Smith’s Melling Chase at Aintree in 2009. Black Apalachi has gone closest to giving him a John Smith’s Grand 
National winner, finishing second in 2010. Hughes has unearthed another potential star hurdler this season in Our Conor, who routed 
the opposition in the JCB Triumph Hurdle to give his trainer a sixth success at the Cheltenham Festival. Hughes also holds the notable 
feat of saddling a winner on nine consecutive racing days during the 2006 Christmas period, while his son Richard was crowned 
champion Flat jockey in Britain for the first time in 2012. 
John Smith's Grand National Record: 2008 Black Apalachi (Fell 2nd), 2009 Black Apalachi (UR 22nd); 2010 Black Apalachi 
(2nd), Vic Venturi (UR 20th); 2011 In Compliance (13th), Vic Venturi (BD 2nd); 2012 In Compliance (6th), Rare Bob (BD 6th), 
Black Apalachi (Fell 8th), Vic Venturi (Ref 19th) 

 
Bryan Cooper 
Ireland’s leading conditional rider, 20-year-old Bryan Cooper, will be having his second ride in the John Smith’s Grand National this 
year aboard the Dessie Hughes-trained Rare Bob (the pair were brought down at the 5th last year). Cooper, who was born on August 
8, 1992, is the son of County Kerry handler Tom Cooper and has been around horses all his life. He showjumped as a child, riding at 
the Royal Dublin Show and began pony racing at the age of 14, when his contemporaries included Paul Townend and Danny Mullins, 
and rode 55 winners in an 18-month period. After leaving school at the age of 15, he was too light - weighing seven and a half stone - 
to be a National Hunt jockey and he joined Kevin Prendergast’s Flat stable, having his first ride within a week of his 16th birthday. He 
had his first success on Rossdara, trained by his father in a Clonmel maiden hurdle on October 29, 2009, and has spent the past three 
years with Dessie Hughes. He has enjoyed an excellent season, with one of the highlights coming when the Tony Martin-trained 
Benefficient sprang a 50/1 surprise in the Grade One Deloitte Novice Hurdle at Leopardstown in February 2012. He has had his best-
ever season this term which has seen him ride three winners at the Cheltenham Festival. He guided Benefficient to success in the 
RSA Chase and followed that up with an imperious victory on Our Conor in the JCB Triumph Hurdle. He also rode Ted Veale to victory 
in the Vincent O’Brien County Handicap Hurdle. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2012 Rare Bob (BD 5th) 
 
 



ROBERTO GOLDBACK (IRE) 

b g Bob Back (USA)-Mandysway (IRE) (Mandalus ) 
11-11-06    Form: 153126/52F113FB/23220/1U39432887-1U355 Owner: Simon Munir  
Trainer: Nicky Henderson  Jockey: Barry Geraghty    Breeder: Simon Young 
 
Roberto Goldback 
Roberto Goldback, born on April 7, 2002, was bred by Simon Young and sold for 12,000 guineas as a foal in Tattersalls Ireland. He has had three 
different trainers in as many seasons. He joined his current handler, Nicky Henderson, after being bought privately (having been unsold at £38,000 in 
the ring) out of Dessie Hughes’s yard at Doncaster sales in May, 2012. His career began with Jessica Harrington, winning a Fairyhouse bumper on his 
debut in December, 2008 and a Grade Two novice hurdle at Leopardstown the following month. He was sent over fences the following season at won a 
Grade Two novice chase at Leopardstown in January, 2010. His next victory came in the Listed Imperial Call Chase at Cork in April, 2011, and he was 
in front in the following month’s Grade One Guinness Gold Cup at Punchestown when unseating his rider at the last, handing the race to fellow outsider 
Follow The Plan. He joined Dessie Hughes during the 2011/12 season and his best effort came when second to Quel Esprit in the Grade One 
Hennessy Gold Cup at Leopardstown. The 11-year-old made a successful winning debut for Henderson and new owner Simon Munir at Ascot on 
November 3, when seeing off 13 rivals to win the United House Gold Cup Handicap Chase. He most recently finished fifth behind Opening Batsman in 
the Racing Plus Chase at Kempton on February 23. 
Race Record: Starts: 34; Wins: 6; 2nd: 6; 3rd: 6; Win & Place prize money: £230,844 
 
Simon Munir 
Born in October, 1964, and educated at Harrow, where trainer William Haggas was a friend. He lives in Hertfordshire. He hoped to play for Arsenal 
when younger and is still an enthusiastic supporter of the team, with a box at the Emirates Stadium. The CEO of Galaxy Asset Management, he 
previously worked for Merrill Lynch, based in Geneva for 10 years and then ran its Monaco operation. Also owns Galaxy Sports Management, His first 
horse was No Speeches, owned in partnership with four colleagues, and a winner on the Flat for them at Lingfield in 1996 when trained by Simon Dow. 
He sponsored Jack Berry's yard and has had horses with Haggas and Sir Mark Prescott before upping his involvement in jump racing in recent years. 
His horses are principally with Nicky Henderson, Alan King and Paul Nicholls and he has around 20 in training in Britain. He won the 2010 JCB Triumph 
Hurdle with Soldatino. Most of his horses are sourced in France by Anthony Bromley of Highflyer Bloodstock and he has a big team in training across 
the Channel. He currently has around 40 horses registered with France Galop, principally with Guillaume Macaire, Guy Cherel, Jacques Ortet, Yannick 
Fouin and Guy Henrot.  
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Nicky Henderson (Lambourn, Berkshire) 
The all-time leading trainer at the Cheltenham Festival with 50 successes. His half century was reached when Bobs Worth won this year’s Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup. Twice the winner of the jump trainers’ championships, in 1985/86 and 1986/87, he has sent out approaching 2,500 winners and 
is hot favourite to capture another trainers’ title this season. Born in Lambeth, London, on December 10, 1950, he is the son of financier and amateur 
jockey John Henderson MBE, who founded the Racecourse Holdings Trust, the forerunner for Jockey Club Racecourses, Nicky was educated at Eton 
and the Royal Agricultural College. He worked for stockbrokers Cazenove in London and Australia, where he gained experience riding work at 
Randwick, before devoting himself full-time to racing. He first made his name in Britain as an amateur rider, finishing runner-up three times in the non-
professional championship. His main wins as a jockey came on Happy Warrior in the 1977 Fox Hunters Chase at Aintree and on Acquaint in 
Sandown's Imperial Cup in the same year. He recorded his 78th and final win on Rolls Rambler in the Horse & Hound Cup at Stratford in June, 1978. 
He became assistant trainer to Fred Winter in 1974 and received his own training licence in July, 1978, taking over from Roger Charlton at Windsor 
House Stables in Lambourn. Moved to Seven Barrows, to the north of the village, in 1992. First winner as a trainer was Dukery at Uttoxeter, October 
14, 1978. Bobs Worth was his second Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup winner, following Long Run in 2011, and he also trains the hugely exciting 
Sprinter Sacre, winner of this season’s Queen Mother Champion Chase at Cheltenham. Henderson has won most of the major jump races through his 
glittering career with one major omission being the John Smith’s Grand National, though he has sent out the runner-up twice. John Smith's Grand 
National Record: 1979 Zongalero (2nd);1980 Zongalero (Refused 20th); 1981 Zongalero (Fell 22nd); 1982 Sun Lion (Fell 3rd); 1983 Spartan 
Missile (Unseated 22nd); 1984 Spartan Missile (16th); 1985 Classified (5th); 1986 Classified (3rd), The Tsarevich (7th); 1987 The Tsarevich 
(2nd), Classified (UR 25th); 1988 The Tsarevich (7th); 1990 Brown Windsor (4th), 1991 Ten Of Spades (14th), 1991 Master Bob (PU bef 19th); 
1992 Brown Windsor (Fell 6th); 1994 Henry Mann (Fell 1st); 1995 Tinryland (Fell 1st); 1998 Pashto (Fell 1st); 1999 Fiddling The Facts (Fell 
22nd); 2000 Esprit De Cotte (Fell 22nd); 2001 Esprit De Cotte (UR 11th), 2002 Marlborough (Fell 1st), Goguenard (Fell 1st), 2003 Katarino (UR 
15th); 2005 Fondmort (PU 28th); 2006 Juveigneur (Fell 1st), Iris Royal (PU bef 17th), 2007 Liberthine (5th); 2009 Golden Flight (Fell 1st); Fleet 
Street (UR 18th); 2012 Shakalakaboomboom (9th).  
 
Barry Geraghty 
Barry Geraghty (born September 16, 1979) is one of six children from a "horse-mad" family that hails from Drumree in Co Meath. His father ‘Tucker' 
was a useful amateur and trains a few horses in addition to his riding school and livery yard while his now US-based brother Ross, who won the 2002 
Irish National on The Bunny Boiler, and sister Jill, an amateur, are both jockeys. Like so many Irish jockeys, Geraghty has a background in pony racing, 
riding his last winner in that sphere in September, 1996, before becoming apprenticed to Noel Meade that month and having his first ride in October, 
1996. He rode his first winner aboard Stagalier at Down Royal on January 29, 1997. It was for trainer Jessica Harrington that he first sprang to 
prominence, partnering her 1998 Midlands National winner Miss Orchestra. Geraghty will forever be associated with the great Moscow Flyer who 
provided him with his first Cheltenham Festival victory in the 2002 Arkle Chase and went on to add the Queen Mother Champion Chase in 2003 and 
2005, as well as a host of other championship races including the Grade One John Smith's Melling Chase at Aintree in 2004 and 2005. He crowned the 
2002/03 season with victory in the John Smith's Grand National aboard Monty's Pass, something which contributed to him being voted RTE Sports 
Personality of the year by Irish television viewers. He captured the 2005 Cheltenham Gold Cup on the Tom Taaffe-trained Kicking King the day after 
Moscow Flyer's emotional second Queen Mother Champion Chase triumph. In total, he has enjoyed 25 victories at the Cheltenham Festival. Geraghty 
teamed up with Lambourn trainer Nicky Henderson at the start of the 2008/09 season, splitting his time between Ireland and Britain. Geraghty’s 
association with Henderson has already yielded a Champion Hurdle victory in 2009 with Punjabi and he was top jockey at The Festival in 2012 with five 
successes including the Queen Mother Champion Chase on Finian’s Rainbow. He has enjoyed another fruitful campaign for Henderson this season 
and not only won the Queen Mother Champion Chase on Sprinter Sacre at the Cheltenham Festival but also landed the Cheltenham Gold Cup on Bobs 
Worth, a horse that he had bought as a youngster. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2000 Call It A Day (6th); 2001 Hanakham (Fell 2nd); 
2002 Alexander Banquet (Unseated 6th); 2003 MONTY'S PASS (WON); 2004 Monty's Pass (4th); 2005 Monty's Pass (16th); 2006 Puntal (6th); 
2007 Slim Pickings (3rd); 2008 Slim Pickings (4th); 2009 Golden Flight (Fell 1st); 2010 Big Fella Thanks (4th); 2011 Or Noir De Somoza (Fell 
6th); 2012 Shakalakaboomboom (9th) 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SAINT ARE (FR) FACTFILE 
br g Network (GER) - Fortanea (FR) (Video Rock (FR)) 

7-10-08                Form: 7/53172F31/02524U01-F430    Owner: David Fox     
Trainer: Tim Vaughan    Jockey: Dougie Costello    Breeder: Jacques Cypres 
 
Saint Are 
Saint Are, foaled on April 5, 2006, has raced 21 times for just three victories but at his best has proved a very smart performer. He 
started his career in his native France, where he advertised his potential at the fourth time of asking with a comfortable success in a 
Flat race, the French equivalent of a bumper, at the provincial track of Les Sables-d’Olonne. He was then trained by Alain Couetil, 
based at Senonnes, in the Pays-de-la-Loire. He was then headhunted privately to join Vale Of Glamorgan-based Tim Vaughan, 
making his British debut in what proved exalted company; he was seventh in a Cheltenham novices’ hurdle won by this year’s Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup hero Bobs Worth, with current John Smith’s Grand National favourite On His Own fourth, before going on to a 
33/1 Grade One success at Aintree in the John Smith’s Sefton Novices’ Hurdle. As a novice over fences he again kept good company, 
with placings behind such as Champion Court and Harry The Viking, but did not get off the mark over the bigger obstacles until 
returning to Aintree for the John Smith’s Handicap Chase at last year’s Grand National meeting, when he stayed on gamely to beat 
Battle Group half a length over the Mildmay fences. He started this season with an early fall - the first and only one of his career - 
behind Bobs Worth in the Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury, before minor placings at Cheltenham and Ascot. He warmed up for Aintree 
at the Cheltenham Festival, where he was 12th of 17 finishers in the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Challenge Cup. Saint Are, who shares 
his sire Network with the brilliant two-miler Sprinter Sacre, is a member of the AQPS (Autre Que Pur Sang, or other than 
thoroughbred) strain of French-breds. He was bred by Jaques Cypres, whose farm at Cercy-la-Tour in the Nievre department has 
been responsible for luminaries such as The Fellow.  Race record: Starts: 21; 1st: 3; 2nd: 3; 3rd: 3; Win & Place prize money: 
£115,973 

 
David Fox 
David Fox lives in Staffordshire and is chairman and chief executive of Walsall-based Power Panels Electrical Systems, which, 
according to the company’s website, ‘is one of the global leaders in electrical control systems, cable harnesses and sub contract 
manufacturing solutions’. According to Fox his company deals with “12 of the world’s number one companies in the field of electrical 
systems”. He adds: “We make the machinery that makes parts for industries ranging from automotives to aerospace and medical. 
Most people in the UK will have something in their homes that we have put our hands on.” He employs more than 200 people, but due 
to new technology he says that number could rise dramatically in the near future as the company expands into fields such as airport 
security and food packaging. Fox was an apprentice in his field who bought a failing company in 1979 and built it up. He remembers 
with delight the day the company turned over £1,000,000, but says it now generates that level of business every month. His interest in 
racing formed as a young man - “somewhere between football and cricket and probably through having a bet”. In 2005 he entertained 
some business clients at Worcester races and enjoyed the experience so much he decided to get involved as an owner. He says it is 
his ambition to own a Cheltenham Festival winner, and he was proud to see his colours carried in the 2009 Champion Hurdle by 
Othermix, albeit the horse fell. He currently has one horse with Tom George, one with Ian Williams and five in South Wales with Tim 
Vaughan, including his John Smith’s Grand National hope Saint Are. He says: “Three and a bit years ago I sent horses to Tim. I was 
impressed by his incredible enthusiasm and he’s a talented young guy.” Fox, who has a son, two daughters and six grandchildren, has 
enjoyed two Aintree victories with Saint Are - the John Smith’s Sefton Novices’ Hurdle and John Smith’s Handicap Chase - and 
expects to have three runners at this year’s John Smith’s Grand National meeting. In addition to Saint Are his colours will be carried 
on Friday by Tartak in the John Smith’s Topham Chase and Barbatos in the John Smith’s Daily Mirror Punters’ Club Handicap Hurdle. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Tim Vaughan 
Born on August 25, 1979, Tim Vaughan is one the brightest young training talents in Jump racing. The son of a car repair specialist 
and hobby farmer, Vaughan has ridden since the age of two, riding for his local pony club which included being a proud member of the 
Prince Phillip Cup Team, where he competed for Wales at the Royal Windsor Horse Show and the Horse of the Year Show at 
Wembley. He later showjumped and finished fourth in the Junior Foxhunters Final at the Horse of the Year Show and he also 
represented Wales’s Under 21 team at Muirmill, Scotland. At 16, He began his race riding career in point-to-points. Some of the 
highlights during his race riding career were being crowned Welsh men’s point-to-point champion rider in 2004 and 2007, as well as 
riding in the Foxhunters’ at Aintree over the Grand National fences and riding his 100 winners in point to points. Vaughan studied for a 
property management & valuation degree at Glamorgan University prior to becoming a qualified chartered surveyor. He then spent the 
next four years working for Knight Frank, prior to setting up a commercial department at regional estate agents, chartered surveyors 
and property auctioneers, Cowbridge-based Herbert R Thomas. His first runner as a permit trainer was Lonesome Man in a Handicap 
Chase at Aintree in June, 2005, who won by 22 lengths. He took out a full licence in 2006. Tim’s wife Abbi is his assistant and a 
successful point-to-point trainer in her own right. He has enjoyed feature race success at Aintree with Saint Are (Grade One John 
Smith’s Novices’ Hurdle 2011) and Stewarts House (Betfred Grand Sefton Handicap Chase 2011), at Ayr with Beshabar (Grade Three 
Coral Scottish Grand National 2011) and at Punchestown with Spirit Of Adjisa (Grade One Cathal Ryan Memorial Champion Novices 
Hurdle 2011). 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2012 Postmaster (PU 22nd). 
 
Dougie Costello 
Born in Galway on March 4, 1983, Dougie Costello began his career with Mary Reveley before moving on to join Martin Todhunter in 
2004 and then John Quinn. His first victory came on York Rite at Bangor on August 1, 2003. His biggest successes have come for 
Quinn, with Countrywide Flame capturing last season’s JCB Triumph Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival and Recession Proof taking 
the 2011 totesport Trophy at Newbury. Costello has also enjoyed significant success at Aintree, winning the 2010 John Smith’s Sefton 
Novices’ Hurdle on Wayward Prince and the 2010 Old Roan Chase on course specialist Monet’s Garden. He has enjoyed another fine 
season in 2012/13, the highlight being Countrywide Flame’s fine third placing behind Hurricane Fly in the Stan James Champion 
Hurdle and Trustan Times’ victory in a Grade Three handicap hurdle at Haydock. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2012 Postmaster (UR 22nd) 

 



SEABASS (IRE) FACTFILE  
b g Turtle Island (IRE) - Muscovy Duck (IRE) (Moscow Society (USA)) 

10-11-06    Form: 00/40/523F11/11113-23   Owner: Gunners Syndicate 
Trainer: Ted Walsh IRE  Jockey: Ms Katie Walsh    Breeder: John Costigan 
 
Seabass 
Seabass was born in Ireland on March 13, 2003. Fish-loving part-owner Pat Glynn bought Seabass as a foal after seeing an advert in The Irish Field. 
He spent four years looking after the son of Turtle Island before sending him to Ted Walsh. After taking a close second on his debut in a point-to-point 
at Belharbour in February, 2007, Seabass recorded an emphatic victory at Horse & Jockey, Co Tipperary, the following month. He faded to ninth on his 
debut under Rules eight days later in a Gowran Park bumper and finished 13th on his hurdling bow at the Punchestown Festival in April, 2007. 
Seabass suffered a setback shortly after that effort and he returned to action 18 months later, when he was pitched against seasoned opposition for his 
chase debut in the Grade Three Poplar Square Chase at Naas in October, 2008, in which he finished fourth. He made just one more appearance in the 
2008/2009 season, tailing off in a beginners’ chase at Naas and returned to the same course to take fifth in a novices’ handicap chase in December, 
2009. Seabass was placed in handicap chases at Clonmel and Thurles on his next two starts and would have broken his duck over fences in another 
handicap chase at Navan in January, 2010, only to fall at the final fence when leading the field. He made amends at Punchestown four days later, 
gamely taking a handicap chase, and followed up with another gritty success in a novices’ handicap chase at Fairyhouse in February, 2010. A further 
lengthy spell on the sidelines followed but Seabass made a winning return to action with a comfortable victory in a point-to-point at Ballinaboola in 
November, 2011. He continued his winning run with a pair of handicap chase wins at Punchestown and at Limerick the following month, before an 
impressive all-the-way success in a valuable handicap chase at Leopardstown on January 2012. Sebass went into last season’s John Smith’s Grand 
National on the back of a length success in the two-mile paddypower.com Chase at Naas, but he couldn’t extend his unbeaten run (under Rules) to 
seven for amateur pilot Katie Walsh, having her fifth ride on him, but ran a great race to finish third. The 10-year-old has been trained with Aintree in 
mind  this season and made an encouraging return in a two-mile hurdle at Fairyhouse on February 5, when coming home second before a third-placed 
finish in one of Ireland’s leading John Smith’s Grand National trials, the Bobbyjo Chase back at Fairyhouse on February 23. Race Record: Starts: 17; 
Wins: 6; 2nd: 2; 3rd: 3; Win & Place Prize Money: £224,904 
   
Gunners Syndicate  
The Gunners Syndicate consists of six men - Pat Glynn, Pat Gleeson, Robbie Byrne, brothers Donal and Niall Collins plus John Harte. Arsenal-mad 
Glynn leads the syndicate, having purchased Seabass as a foal after seeing an advert in the Irish Field newspaper and looked after the horse until he 
was sent to Ted Walsh as a four-year-old on the recommendation of Ted’s son Ruby. Glynn was helped in raising Seabass by Gerry Kyne from 
Kiltrogue Stud, the father of the apprentice jockey Jamie Kyne, who was killed in a fire in Norton, North Yorkshire, in September, 2009. Glynn, who 
hails from Dunmore, Co Galway, is a builder who used to play Gaelic football for the local Dunmore MacHales and the Connemara Gaels in the USA. 
His wife Sinead is a singer who has appeared in a talent competition for Country & Western singers on Irish TV station TG4. Pat Gleeson also comes 
from Dunmore and he is a director of local company Wheely Environmental Refuse Services. Robbie Byrne, the only member of the syndicate who 
does not support Arsenal, runs a pub in Dunmore which is the venue for the syndicate's meetings, while John Harte is a butcher. Despite the fact that 
the majority of the syndicate support Arsenal, Seabass runs in the maroon and white colours of local football team Galway United. John Smith’s 
Grand National Record: 2012 Seabass (3rd) 
 
Ted Walsh IRE (Kill, County Kildare) 
Born on April 14, 1950, at Fermoy in Co Cork and  based at Greenhills near Naas in Co Kildare, Ted Walsh is a racehorse trainer, journalist and 
broadcaster with RTE in Ireland and Channel 4 in England. His father, Ruby, had a public house and kept a livery stable in Fermoy. In 1954 the Walsh 
family relocated to the United States, but came back to Ireland less than two years later and Ruby rented a yard at Chapelizod, Co Dublin. The Walshs 
later moved to a farm in Kill, Co Kildare, which Ted has now extended to 60 acres. Walsh was Irish champion amateur jump  jockey on 11 occasions, 
and rode four Cheltenham Festival winners, including the 1979 Queen Mother Champion Chase on Hilly Way. Commanche Court, who Walsh selected, 
purchased and trained for owner Dermot Desmond, won the 1997 JCB Triumph Hurdle and completed an amazing double for Walsh in 2000 when 
winning the Irish National at Fairyhouse 16 days after Papillon landed the John Smith's Grand National at Aintree. Both horses were partnered by 
Walsh’s son Ruby, while another of his children Katie is also a successful jockey with two Cheltenham Festival wins to her name and a third in the John 
Smith’s Grand National on Seabass last year. Walsh’s other daughter Jennifer is agent to Ruby, while his other son Ted Jnr married leading amateur 
rider Nina Carberry on February 7, 2012. Ted Walsh's other training successes include the Bet365 Gold Cup at Sandown with Jack High and the Grade 
One Ascon/Rohcon Novices Chase at Leopardstown with Southern Vic, both in 2005, while Rince Ri won a number of good races for the stable 
including the Argento Chase at Cheltenham in 2002. John Smith's Grand National Record: 1992 Roc De Prince (17th); 2000 PAPILLON (WON), 
2001 Papillon (4th), 2006 Jack High (UR 15th), Rince Ri (Ref 27th), 2007 Jack High (Fell 6th); 2009 Southern Vic (8th); 2012 Seabass (3rd) 
 
Ms Katie Walsh 
Born on December 18, 1984, amateur rider Katie Walsh comes from a family steeped in racing heritage as her father is the trainer, broadcaster and 
former champion amateur jockey Ted Walsh while her brother is Ruby Walsh, who has twice ridden the winner of the John Smith’s Grand National and 
is the most successful jockey ever at the Cheltenham Festival. Katie led up the 2000 winner Papillon, who was trained by her father and ridden by 
Ruby. Along with her sister-in-law, Nina Carberry (who is married to her brother Ted Jnr), she is one of the best ever female jockeys. Her sister Jennifer 
acts as agent for her and Ruby. Katie’s first victory came on Hannon, trained by her father, in a Flat race at Gowran Park on October 10, 2003. From an 
early stage in her career, she forged a successful relationship with champion Irish jump trainer Willie Mullins and her first big victory came on the 
Mullins-trained Glencove Marina in the 2006 Goffs Land Rover Bumper at the Punchestown Festival. During the early part of her career, Walsh enjoyed 
significant success on the Flat, winning the Ladies’ Derby at the Curragh on Cloneden in 2005 and partnering her father’s Collingwood to two victories 
on the beach at Laytown in 2006 and 2007. Never Compromise gave Walsh back-to-back victories in the Risk Of Thunder Chase over the banks 
course at Punchestown in 2006 and 2007. The 2010 Cheltenham Festival saw Walsh partner two winners, taking the National Hunt Chase on the Ferdy 
Murphy-trained Poker De Sivola and the Vincent O’Brien County Hurdle on Thousand Stars for Willie Mullins. Thousand Stars also provided Walsh with 
victory in the Grade One John Smith’s Aintree Hurdle in 2011. She came in for the ride on Seabass in last year’s John Smith’s Grand National and 
finished third on the horse trained by her father – the highest-ever position achieved by a female rider in the race. Following her brother’s decision to 
partner the Mullins-trained On His Own this year, Katie has the mount again on Seabass in the 2013 John Smith’s Grand National. Walsh married her 
long-term boyfriend Ross O’Sullivan, a trainer, last summer. Walsh is also a successful pinhooker and sold Gimcrack and Mill Reef Stakes winner 
Caspar Netscher to trainer Alan McCabe as a juvenile. Dick and Lewis Rees, successful in 1921 and 1922, were the last siblings to both ride Grand 
National winners. The first brother and sister to ride in the same John Smith’s Grant National were Paul and Nina Carberry in 2006. John Smith’s 
Grand National Record: 2012 Seabass (3rd) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SOLL (GB) FACTFILE 
ch g Presenting - Montelfolene (IRE) (Montelimar (USA)) 

8-10-00 (9-12)    Form: 1/21B-891   Owner: Derrick Mossop     
Trainer: Jo Hughes    Jockey: Mark Grant  Breeder: Derrick Mossop 

 
Soll 
Soll, foaled on May 4, 2005, is the least experienced runner in the John Smith’s Grand National, with just seven races under Rules 
and only six of those over fences. He started off in point-to-points, winning a three-mile maiden at Liscarroll in Co Cork in March, 2010. 
He then joined John Quinn and on his sole run for the Malton trainer was an easy winner of a novices’ hurdle at Newcastle in January 
2011. After another change of address to Willie Mullins in Co Carlow, he followed a close second on his chasing debut at 
Punchestown with a victory at Down Royal (which gave Mullins a fastest-ever Irish seasonal century), and then was unlucky at last 
year’s Cheltenham Festival, being brought down by his stablemate Allee Garde half-way through the National Hunt Chase won by 
Teaforthree. After a summer break at Mickley Stud in Shropshire he remained in Britain and joined Jo Hughes in Lambourn, starting 
his season in the Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury, where he finished eighth behind subsequent Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup winner 
Bobs Worth. After finishing last of nine finishers behind Monbeg Dude in the Welsh National on very heavy ground, he bounced back 
with an all-the-way victory in lesser company in a three-mile chase at Sandown on March 9. Soll, who runs in the colours of his 
breeder Derrick Mossop, is by four-time champion jump sire Presenting out of an unraced daughter of  smart racemare Tri Folene, 
who won 13 times over hurdles and fences and jumped round one circuit of the Grand National fences in the 1994 John Hughes (now 
Topham) chase. He was broken in at Mickley Stud in Shropshire by Steve Brookshaw, who trained Lord Gyllene to win the 1997 
Grand National. 
Race record: Starts: 7; 1st: 3; 2nd: 1; 3rd: 0; Win & Place prize money: £49,263 
 
Derrick Mossop 
Derrick Mossop’s business is as a timber merchant; his company Jacksons Timber is based in Cumbria, with branches at Whitehaven, 
Workington and Barrow-in-Furness. His hobby and family interest is racing, which he shares with wife Lesley, children Paul, Daniel 
and Louisa, and grand-daughter Jadan. Mossop, 60, has owned horses for some 20 years, including Flat winners Jadan and Eternal 
Legacy with Eric Alston and dual bumper winner Paul Kristian with Willie Mullins. Those currently carrying his blue colours, in addition 
to his John Smith’s Grand National candidate Soll, include Overyou and Overquest, both chasing winners this season for Chris Grant 
and, in partnership with Richard Kent of Mickley Stud, Gentleman Jon, with Soll’s trainer Jo Hughes. Under the guidance of Kent, 
Mossop and his family - based at Rowrah, between Whitehaven and Cockermouth - now have four broodmares, including Soll’s dam 
Montelfolene. Mossop acquired the daughter of Montelimar, now 16, for 20,000 euros at a Goffs auction nine years ago, when she 
was pregnant with Soll. She is due to foal a full-sibling to Soll, by Presenting, next month. 
John Smith’s Grand National record: no previous runners 
 
Jo Hughes (Upper Lambourn, Berkshire) 
Jo Hughes (born November 12, 1965) is one of the country’s newest trainers, having taken out a dual-purpose licence in 2011. Based 
at Hill House Stables in Lambourn, she has recently expanded her operation by taking over the running of Mikael Magnusson’s 50-box 
Old Manor Stables in Upper Lambourn. Hughes, 47, comes from an eventing and showjumping background in Cumbria, working as a 
nurse for 15 years to help pay for her horses. She became involved in racing when she met her current partner, former trainer Paul 
Blockley, 14 years ago, and was his assistant when he was based at Southwell and was the country’s leading all-weather trainer. In 
her own right she has made a good start, with 11 Flat winners in her first season (the first of which was Pat’s Legacy at Chepstow in 
June 2011), then 23 in her second (including Caledonia Lady, winner of a Group Three sprint at Sandown in July) and 7 this year 
already. She has more Flat horses than jumpers, but during the 2011-12 campaign over jumps she saddled nine winners, with four on 
the board so far this term, including Soll at Sandown. Hughes’ team includes her teenage children Lizzy, 18, and James, 15, who is a 
winner on the pony racing circuit. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Mark Grant 
Mark Grant was born on April 18, 1981 and started his career in Ireland and he rode his first winner under rules on Spotthedifference 
in a hunter chase at Clonmel in February, 1999. He then started riding for David Wachman’s national hunt operation. His biggest 
winner in this period came when he guided the Wachman-trained Cane Brake to victory in the Grade 2 Greenmount Park Novice 
Chase at Limerick. When Wachman decided to concentrate solely on the Flat, Grant found his opportunities limited and he sought 
employment elsewhere. He came over to base himself in Britain and the 2005/06 season was his first full campaign in this country. His 
first job in Britain saw him attached to Andy Turnell’s yard and he has ridden such horses as Bible Lord and Captain Americo for his 
employer. He did not manage to ride a winner in 29 starts during that term but got off the mark the following season when Chamacco 
won a handicap hurdle at Chepstow for Milton Harris. This season has been his best ever in terms of winners and he has currently has 
a strike-rate of 10 per cent having ridden 13 horses to success. He has forged a burgeoning partnership with Soll, who will be his first 
ever ride in the John Smith’s Grand National. The pair won a valuable Sandown handicap chase last time out which persuaded 
connections to target Aintree. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
 
 
 



SUNNYHILLBOY (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Old Vic - Sizzle (High Line) 

 10-11-04    Form: 14/311101/415312/03F/30P012-5P  Owner: JP McManus 
 Trainer: Jonjo O’Neill   Jockey: Richie McLernon   Breeder: J P N Parker 
 
Sunnyhillboy 
Sunnyhillboy, born on April 30, 2003, was purchased at the 2003 Tattersalls Ireland November sale for 10,000 euros by Timmy Hyde on behalf of leading owner J P McManus. 
He was sent into training with Jonjo O’Neill in Britain and made a winning debut in a bumper at Huntingdon in November, 2007, prior to finishing fourth on his hurdling debut at 
Doncaster in January, 2008. He was put away for the season and returned at Bangor in September, 2008, putting in a promising display to only be beaten half a length in a 
novices’ hurdle. Sunnyhillboy got off the mark in a handicap hurdle at Exeter the following month before two further victories on his next two outings at Cheltenham in November 
and Sandown in a Listed handicap hurdle. After three relatively quick runs, he was given a short break, returning for the Vincent O’Brien County Handicap Hurdle at the 
Cheltenham Festival, for which he was well fancied, but unfortunately he failed to produce his best form and finished 25th of the 27 runners. However, he bounced back from 
that poor showing in the two and a half mile Listed Silver Cross Handicap Hurdle at the John Smith’s Grand National meeting, taking a competitive field apart to win by four 
lengths. He embarked on a chasing career in the 2009/10 season making his debut at Exeter in November, but despite strong market support he could only finish fourth. With 
that run behind him, he got up late to win a two-mile novices’ chase at Lingfield three weeks later, but disappointed on his next two starts at Newbury in December and January 
where the heavy ground didn’t appear to suit. A return to better ground coupled with the fact it was his handicap chase debut at Ludlow saw him beat his 11 rivals snugly by half 
a length, before running a brilliant race at the Cheltenham Festival to finish second in the Byrne Group Plate. On the back of that effort, he was well fancied to go one place 
better in the Paddy Power Gold Cup at Cheltenham in November, 2010, but lack of race fitness told and he could only finish seventh. As in previous seasons, that first run 
seemed to bring him on and he ran better in the December Gold Cup back at Cheltenham where he was only beaten seven lengths in third by the classy Poquelin. Once again 
he was given a break and returned in March at the Cheltenham Festival, where he was sent off the 9/2 favourite for the JLT Specialty Chase, but a crashing fall at the seventh 
fence left favourite backers wondering what might have been. He then stepped up markedly in trip to contest the Irish Grand National on Easter Monday and, like at 
Cheltenham, he was the well-backed favourite but, after being settled towards the rear, he could never fully get into contention before staying on strongly for third. The Old Vic 
gelding returned last season over hurdles at Haydock in November, but could not get into the race until running on into seventh past beaten horses. After a disappointing run 
over fences at Cheltenham in December and a satisfactory display over hurdles at Haydock in February,  the he put himself in the Aintree picture with an impressive victory in 
the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Handicap Chase at the Cheltenham Festival. He ran a tremendous race at Aintree and looked the winner as he kicked two lengths clear on the run-
in, but couldn’t resist the final thrust of Neptune Collonges and was beaten a nose - the shortest-ever winning distance in the John Smith’s Grand National. This season has 
been geared around another tilt at the great race and he ran an eye-catching race first time out in the Betfair “Fixed Brush” Handicap Hurdle at Haydock on November 24, 
staying on to take fifth. He disappointed on his next outing in a Pertemps qualifier at Warwick on January 12 in very soft ground, when pulling up and was withdrawn from the 
Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup on the morning of the race (March 15) following a bad scope. 
Race Record: Starts: 25; Wins: 8; 2nd: 2; 3rd: 4; Win & Place Prize Money: £384,617 
 
J P McManus 
Few people have enjoyed a closer association with jump racing in the last 30 years than John Patrick ’J P’ McManus, who was born on a farm in Co Limerick on March 10, 1951 
and attended the Christian Brothers school on Sexton Street, Limerick. He left his father’s plant hire business at the age of 20 to become a racecourse bookmaker, but then 
took the less well-trodden route of gamekeeper-turned-poacher when becoming a professional punter. McManus recalls one of his first bets as being on Merryman II in the 1960 
Grand National when he was just nine, but the bet that changed his life was £4 on Linden Tree in a Newmarket maiden in 1970, the horse winning at 100/8. He had another £4 
on when Linden Tree won the Observer Gold Cup at 25/1, and £5 each-way at 33/1 for the Derby, when the horse beat all bar Mill Reef. The amount he wagered grew rapidly 
and he is still one of the highest-staking punters on the racecourse. Dubbed “the Sundance Kid” by journalist Hugh McIlvanney after a number of major gambles in the ring 
during the 1970s, he is also the biggest jump owner in terms of numbers in Britain, Ireland and France (some 300 horses spread over 50 trainers ran for him last season) after 
he purchased his first racehorse, Cill Dara, at the age of 26. He has a host of business interests including dealing on the financial markets from his Geneva, Switzerland base 
and part-ownership of the Sandy Lane Hotel in Barbados, where he also has a house. With John Magnier, he bought a 28.7% stake in Manchester United through the Cubic 
Expression company before subsequently selling out to US tycoon Malcolm Glazer in 2005. He was in the news shortly after that because of his stake in the pub and restaurant 
operator Mitchells and Butler. In 2012, the Sunday Times estimated McManus’ wealth at £471 million, making him the 14th richest person in Ireland. Since Mister Donovan 
landed the William Hill Supreme Novices’ Hurdle in 1982, he has enjoyed 38 other Cheltenham Festival successes, headed by the great three-time Champion Hurdle hero 
Istabraq. In 2010, he won a fourth Champion Hurdle with Binocular, while the 2011 Festival yielded five more successes headed by Synchronised’s gutsy success in the Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup, but he had to wait until the final day this year before gaining two successes. McManus does a lot of work for charity and his Pro-Am golf tournament, 
which takes place every five years and has raised over 95 million euros. McManus is also a keen backgammon player and a big hurling fan. He owns Jackdaws Castle, the 
Gloucestershire yard that Jonjo O’Neill trains from, and has invested heavily in improving facilities since purchasing the property in 2001. He was British champion owner for the 
2005/6, 2006/7, 2008/9,  2009/10 and 2011/12 seasons. A full 28 years after his runner in the race, McManus finally achieved a long-held ambition when Don’t Push It won the 
2010 John Smith’s Grand National. Last year, Sunnyhillboy  went agonisingly close to giving McManus  a second success when beaten a nose by the Paul Nicholls-trained 
Neptune Collonges. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1982 Deep Gale (Fell 1st), 1988 Bucko (PU bef 27th), 1992 Laura's Beau (3rd), 1994 Laura’s Beau (Fell 6th), 
1996 Wylde Hide (UR 24th), 1997 Wylde Hide (UR 22nd); 1998 Gimme Five (5th), 2002 Spot Thedifference (UR 27th); 2003 Youlneverwalkalone (PU bef 13th); 2004 
Clan Royal (2nd), Spot Thedifference (5th), Risk Accessor (UR 6th), Le Coudray (Fell 22nd); 2005 Innox (7th), Spot Thedifference (18th), Shamawan (21st), Clan 
Royal (CO 22nd), Le Coudray (PU before 21st), Risk Accessor (UR 2nd); 2006 Clan Royal (3rd), Risk Accessor (5th), Innox (Fell 1st), First Gold (UR 23rd); 2007 L’Ami 
(10th), Clan Royal (11th); 2008 King Johns Castle (2nd), L’Ami (Fell 2nd), Bob Hall (PU bef 19th), Butler’s Cabin (Fell 22nd); 2009 Butler’s Cabin (7th), Reveillez (BD 
3rd), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 18th), L’Ami (PU bef 30th); 2010 DON’T PUSH IT (WON), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 8th), Arbor Supreme (UR 15th), King Johns Castle (refused to 
race); 2011 Don’t Push It (3rd), Blue Sea Cracker (14th), Quolibet (UR 11th), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 18th), Arbor Supreme (Fell 28th); 2012 Sunnyhillboy (2nd), 
Synchronised (Fell 6th), Arbor Supreme (UR 10th), Quiscover Fontaine (Fell 17th) 
 
Jonjo O’Neill (Jackdaws Castle, Gloucestershire) 
Jonjo O’Neill (born April 13, 1952) was a highly successful jump jockey and has established himself at the top of the training ranks. In spite of an appalling list of injuries, he was 
champion jockey twice (1977/78 and 1979/80), and he set a then record for a season of 149 winners in his first championship year. The most sensational moment of his riding 
career came when he won the Cheltenham Gold Cup on Dawn Run in 1986 as the mare became the only horse to win that trophy after having previously taken the Champion 
Hurdle (1984), again with O’Neill in the saddle. He also won the Gold Cup on Alverton in 1979, though he had a dreadful record in the Grand National, in which he never 
completed the course in eight rides. He retired from the saddle at the end of the 1985/86 season and, having survived lymphatic cancer not long after that, started training near 
Penrith, Cumbria, in 1987. He forged a reputation with horses such as Vicario Di Bray, winner of the 1989 Champion Hurdle Trial at Haydock, and Legal Right, who landed the 
Grade Three Tripleprint Gold Cup at Cheltenham in 1999 and went on to capture the BGC Silver Cup at Ascot as well as the Grade Two Tommy Whittle Chase. He moved to 
his present base at Jackdaws Castle in Gloucestershire, not far from Cheltenham, when the yard was bought by owner J P McManus in 2001. In 2010, he finally broke his 
Grand National duck when saddling Don’t Push It to victory for McManus, who had been trying to win the race since 1982. A P (Tony) McCoy rode the gelding, gaining a first 
success at the 15th attempt. O’Neill’s other victories at the Aintree Festival as a trainer include Quazar in the John Smith’s Anniversary 4YO Novices’ Hurdle in 2002, Clan 
Royal in the 2003 John Smith’s Topham Chase, Iris’s Gift (2003) and Black Jack Ketchum (2006) in the Sefton Novices’ Hurdle, Iris’s Gift in the 2004 John Smith’s Liverpool 
Long Distance Hurdle, Exotic Dancer (2007) in the Betfred Bowl and Albertas Run (2010) in the Melling Chase. His 22 Cheltenham Festival victories include five wins in the 
National Hunt Chase, the JCB Triumph Hurdle with Spectroscope, the 2004 Ladbrokes World Hurdle with Iris’s Gift and the three victories of Albertas Run in the RSA Chase 
(2007) and the Ryanair Chase (2010 & 2011). Last season, Synchronised gave him one of his biggest successes when capturing the Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup at The 
Festival. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2003 Carbury Cross (7th); 2004 Clan Royal (2nd), Joss Naylor (PU bef 19th); 2005 Simply Gifted (3rd), Shamawan 
(21st), Native Emperor (UR 9th), Clan Royal (CO bef 22nd); 2006 Clan Royal (3rd), Risk Accessor (5th); 2007 Clan Royal (11th); 2008 Bob Hall (PU bef 19th), Butler’s 
Cabin (Fell 22nd); 2009 Butler’s Cabin (7th), Reveillez (BD 3rd), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 18th); 2010 DON’T PUSH IT (WON), Can’t Buy Time (Fell 8t h); 2011 Don't Push It 
(3rd), Quolibet (UR 11th), Can't Buy Time (Fell 18th); 2012 Sunnyhillboy (2nd), Synchronised (Fell 6th) Arbor Supreme (UR 10th) 
 
Richie McLernon 
Cork-born Richie McLernon (born October 22, 1986) grew up surrounded by horses, riding ponies and hunting. His parents, Philip and Betty, were both successful amateur 
riders while his uncle, Tommy Carmody, was a leading professional jockey, riding the 1986 Champion Chase winner Buck House and finishing second (1984) and fourth (1985) 
in the Grand National on Greasepaint. Another uncle, Bill McLernon, is one of Ireland’s winning-most amateur riders. After graduating from the Christian Brothers college in 
Cork in 2005, McLernon joined leading Irish point-to-point trainer Eugene O’Sullivan, striking up a great acquaintance with Arctic Times, whom he partnered to eight victories. 
He made the move to become a conditional jockey at Jonjo O’Neill’s stable in 2007 and rode five winners in his first season. His biggest wins have come aboard Can’t Buy 
Time in the 2009 totesport.com Masters Handicap Chase and Silmi in the Listed Prelude Handicap Chase at Market Rasen in September, 2010. In 2012, he rode his first 
winner at the Cheltenham Festival on Alfie Sherrin in the JLT Specialty Handicap Chase and added a second this year on Holywell in the Pertemps Final. He came agonisingly 
close to winning last year’s John Smith’s Grand National on Sunnyhillboy but Neptune Collonges denied the pair by a nose in closest finish in the history of the race. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2010 Can’t Buy Time (Fell 8th); 2011 Can Buy Time (Fell 18th); 2012 Sunnyhillboy (2nd) 
 

 



SWING BILL (FR) FACTFILE 
gr g Grey Risk (FR) - Melodie Royale (FR) (Garde Royale)) 

 12-10-08   Form: F2101/434329/14425251375/82313P200P-P1440 Owner: David Johnson 
 Trainer: David Pipe   Jockey: Conor O’Farrell   Breeder: Maurice Veron 
 
Swing Bill 
Swing Bill, born on May 9, 2001, started his racing career on the Flat with Gerard Le Paysan in France, but failed to win in five starts between October 2004 and January 2005. 
After a short absence he made his hurdling debut at Auteuil in November 2005, but fell, before lining up at Pau three weeks later and finishing a promising second. He made no 
mistake next time out at Pau on January 3, 2006, winning easily by 10 lengths, but disappointed back at in February Auteuil finishing tenth in a two mile, two furlong handicap 
hurdle. After winning at Auteuil in March he was purchased privately by leading owner David Johnson and was sent to multiple Cheltenham Gold Cup winning trainer Henrietta 
Knight. He made his chasing debut at Ascot in November 2006 over two miles and a furlong and he wasn’t disgraced, finishing four and a half lengths behind the winner in 
fourth. He was turned out again three weeks later at Plumpton, but despite being the well backed 13/8f he could only finish well beaten in third and after two similar showings at 
Kempton and Ludlow in January 2007, connections opted for a return to hurdles. The switch back to hurdles appeared to suit and he finished second behind Fleet Street in a 
handicap at Newbury in March, but he disappointed connections again with a dismal effort at Sandown over two and a half miles in April. Unfortunately he was absent from a 
racecourse until July 2010, during which time he joined David Pipe and he made a winning start for the yard at Newton Abbot, where he won a beginners chase by 25 lengths. 
He ran a nice race next time back over the same course and distance in August, finishing fourth in the Listed Lord Mildmay Memorial Chase, before a another solid effort in 
good handicap company at Market Rasen in September. The grey gelding ran another good race at Cheltenham in November over three miles, but disappointed at Exeter prior 
to another good effort at Cheltenham in November, going down narrowly by a length to Rustarix. After a short break he ran at Newbury in late December, where he ran a 
respectable race to finish fifth behind Misstree Dancer. After a two-month break he returned with an easy victory at Wincanton over two and a half miles in February 2011, prior 
to a fast-finishing third at Newbury in the Greatwood Gold Cup. This was the beginning of a busy spring campaign and he didn’t let connections down, finishing seventh in the 
Centenary Novices’ Handicap Chase at The Cheltenham Festival, fifth in the John Smith’s Topham Chase at Aintree over the Grand National fences, and eighth in the Mick 
The Tent Memorial Novice Handicap Chase at the Punchestown Festival. He rounded off his season with a second at Worcester before turning out ten days later to finish third 
at Stratford. Swing Bill returned this season with a comfortable success at Cheltenham in a three mile handicap chase in November 2011, before a game effort in defeat at 
Ascot a week later behind the rapidly improving Prophet De Guye. After a lack lustre display in the Becher Chase at Aintree on very heavy ground in December 2012 he 
disappointed on two subsequent starts at Ffos Las and at the Cheltenham Festival in the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Chase, where he could finish only 17th. However, he ran a 
cracking race in last year’s Grand National, finishing 10th but these exertions could well have taken their toll as he was pulled up subsequently in both the bet365 Gold Cup and 
in a Worcester handicap chase. He started this season in bright fashion, landing the amateurs’ handicap chase at Cheltenham’s Open meeting under Mikey Ennis. He followed 
this up with another bold performance over the Aintree fences, this time finishing fourth in the Betfred Becher Chase. He was well beaten on his latest start in the Fulke Walwyn 
Kim Muir Handicap Chase at the Cheltenham Festival but has generally performed better this season than last and connections should be hopeful of another good performance 
in the John Smith’s Grand National. 
Race Record: Starts 42; Wins: 6; 2nd: 7; 3rd: 5; Win & Place Prize Money: £108,652 
 
David Johnson 
David Johnson is a self-made businessman. A docker’s son, born in 1944, from the East End of London, he began working at the Midland Bank in East Ham for £9 a week 
aged 16 and soon set up in the moneylending/mortgage business. He co-founded J & J Securities in 1977 and was managing director for 21 years. He led the management 
buyout in 1998 of mortgage lender Ocwen, which was renamed I group. The company employed 1,000 people and was sold for £216 million in 2001. He is now CEO of 
Commercial First, which he set up in the autumn of 2002 and is based in Brentwood, Essex. A trip to Newmarket races in the mid 1980s resulted in an introduction to trainer 
Robert Williams and the purchase of a share in the two-year-old Mister Majestic, who went on to win the 1986 Group One Middle Park Stakes. Despite his colours being the 
reverse of the late Robert Sangster’s, he concentrates on jumpers and had his first victory over hurdles when Beebob scored at Chepstow in November, 1992, the start of a 
highly successful partnership with 15-time champion National Hunt trainer Martin Pipe (now retired). His horses were generally bought in France, including Arkle Chase winners 
Or Royal (1997) and Champleve (1998) and Cyfor Malta, winner of the Topham Chase as well as the Paddy Power Gold Cup (twice) and Argento Chase at Cheltenham. In later 
years he has acquired horses from Ireland including a large team from Tom Costello, such as the chasers Our Vic, Therealbandit and Celestial Gold, winner of the 2004 Paddy 
Power and Hennessy Gold Cups. Johnson finished the 1997/8 campaign as the leading owner over jumps, took the title again in 2001/2, 2002/3, 2003/4 and in 2004/5. Comply 
Or Die’s victory in the 2008 John Smith’s Grand National helped Johnson secure a sixth leading owner title, with over £1.4 million in prize money for that season. Johnson is a 
keen punter, admitting he frequently bets in five figures, and has enjoyed 13 successes at the Cheltenham Festival in his own colours and one this year in the shape of 
Salubrious (Martin Pipe Conditional Jockeys’ Handicap Hurdle) that he has in partnership with fellow owner Andy Stewart. He lives in Hornchurch, Essex, with wife Shirley and 
has two children - Stephen and Lisa. John Smith’s Grand National Record (since 1980): 1998 Challenger Du Luc (Fell 1st); 1999 Eudipe (Fell 22nd), Tamarindo (Fell 
6th); 2002 Iris Bleu (Fell 5th); 2003 Iris Bleu (PU bef 16th); 2004 Lord Atterbury (3rd), Jurancon II (Fell 4th), Montreal (Fell 6th); 2005 It Takes Time (4th), Lord 
Atterbury (Fell 1st); 2006 Therealbandit (PU Bef 27th), It Takes Time (PU Bef 29th); 2007 Celtic Son (PU bef 22nd); 2008 COMPLY OR DIE (WON), Vodka Bleu (PU bef 
19th); 2009 Comply Or Die (2nd); 2010 Comply Or Die (12th), The Package (UR 19th); 2011 Comply Or Die (PU bef 29); 2012 Swing Bill (10th). 
 
David Pipe (Nicholashayne, Somerset) 
Born on February 7, 1973, David Pipe is the son of 15-time champion jump trainer Martin Pipe. He started out riding in point-to-points in 1992, going on to record 22 wins in his 
career over the next five seasons, plus two under Rules, which included victory aboard Bonanza Boy in the Ludlow Gold Cup. After finishing as a rider, he had spells with 
Michael Dickinson in the US, Criquette Head-Maarek in France and Joey Ramsden in South Africa, before setting up as a point-to-point trainer, handling the likes of Horus, Lord 
Atterbury and Celestial Gold, who went on to have successful careers under Rules when transferred to his father’s yard. Based at Purchas Farm, a mile away from his father’s 
Pond House, he sent out 164 point-to-point winners over six seasons, with Well Armed successful 15 times. He took over the reins at Pond House in Somerset following the 
retirement of his father on Saturday, April 29, the last day of the 2005/6 jump season. Pipe Jnr made the best possible start to his training career under Rules when getting on 
the scoresheet with his first runner, Standin Obligation, in a three mile and one furlong novice chase at Kelso on May 9, 2006. Our Vic landed the Grade Two Charlie Hall 
Chase at Wetherby in October, 2006, on his seasonal return to provide his trainer with his first big success. In his initial season, David sent out 134 winners, with star filly 
Gaspara providing a memorable double in the Imperial Cup at Sandown and the Fred Winter Juvenile Novices’ Handicap Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival three days later. 
Those achievements were surpassed in the 2007/2008 season with Comply Or Die's John Smith's Grand National victory augmented by the fantastic triumphs of stable stalwart 
Our Vic in Aintree's Grade Two Totesport Bowl, in which he defeated the mighty Kauto Star, and in the Grade One Ryanair Chase at the Cheltenham Festival. David has gone 
on to consolidate his position as one of the country's leading trainers and has enjoyed eight victories at the Cheltenham Festival and big-race glory with such as Lough Derg 
(Grade One BGC Long Walk Hurdle 2007), Madison Du Berlais (Grade Three Hennessy Gold Cup 2008), Tamarinbleu (Grade One Victor Chandler Chase 2008), and the two 
dashing greys Grands Crus and Dynaste, winners of the Grade One Feltham Novices’ Chase in 2011 and 2012 respectively. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2007 
Puntal (8th), Celtic Son (PU bef 22nd); 2008 COMPLY OR DIE (WON), Madison Du Berlais (Fell 8th), Vodka Bleu (PU bef 19th), Joaaci (Fell 20th); 2009 Comply Or Die 
(2nd), Arteea (10th); 2010 Comply Or Die (12th), Piraya (13th), Pablo Du Charmil (Fell 2nd), Madison Du Berlais (Fell 19th), The Package (UR 19th); 2011 Piraya (19th), 
Or Noir De Somoza (Fell 6th), Comply Or Die (PU bef 29th); 2012 Swing Bill (10

th
), Junior (Fell 2nd) 

 
Conor O’Farrell 
Born on July 27, 1989, Conor O’Farrell has his first John Smith’s Grand National ride on Swing Bill last year and the pair completed the course, finishing 10th. He is the son of 
Kilmoganny-based trainer Seamus O’Farrell and younger brother of Irish amateur J P O’Farrell. Conor did not sit on a horse until he was 15. He attended the Racing Academy 
& Centre of Excellence after a spell riding out for Joe Crowley and worked for Paddy Prendergast after graduating. He worked for Shark Hanlon before being appointed 
conditional jockey for David Pipe in October, 2010. His first winner came on Miss Latina, Gowran Park, July 8, 2007 while his first British winner was A Little Different, who 
scored at Perth on September 24, 2009. O’Farrell enjoyed success at the Cheltenham Festival on Buena Vista in the 2011 Pertemps Final, while other big race victories have 
come in the Midlands Grand National (2011 Minella Four Star) and the Betfair “Fixed Brush” Handicap Hurdle (2011 Dynaste). 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2012 Swing Bill (10th) 

 
 
 
 
 



TARQUINIUS (FR) FACTFILE 
gr g Turgeon (USA) - Shannon Bells (FR) (Nashamaa)) 

10-10-02     Form 332P/3122P27/PPP2143-02P3321P11420   Owner: Richard Gilbert   
Trainer: Gordon Elliott IRE   Jockey: Wilson Renwick     Breeder: Mme Henri Devin 
 
Tarquinius 
Born in France on April 4, 2003, the grey Tarquinius had his first outing on a racecourse at Royan la Palmyre over fences as a five-year-old. Trained by 
Guillaume Macaire, he achieved a creditable third, beaten five and a half lengths. Sent to Nort-sur-Erdre for his next outing where he again filled the 
third spot. He improved on this when second at Jallais in June, 2008. This was to prove the final outing of his opening season and his last run in his 
native land. Sent to England, he came under the care of Charlie Mann in Lambourn, who sent him to Folkestone in January, 2009, to contest a three 
mile one furlong chase, where he pulled up before the last. Put away until November of the following season his next outing was at Chepstow, where 
he was third in a handicap chase. He lost his maiden tag next time out, on November 19, at Wincanton, taking the Bathwick Tyres Chase by two-and-a-
half lengths. Two seconds at Warwick and Plumpton were followed by a pull up at Wincanton and then a return to the runners-up spot at Bangor, 
before a seventh place at Folkestone saw the close of his season. His start to the 2011/12 campaign saw three poor runs at Wincanton, Uttoxeter and 
Fontwell, where he was pulled up each time before a return to form at Plumpton in a handicap chase, when he registered a one-and-three-quarter 
second. His next outing saw him win at Lingfield on February 23 with a following fourth at Wincanton in March and a third at Chepstow in April before 
he was sent to the Doncaster May Sales. He was sold to Aidan O’Ryan and Gordon Elliott for £3,000. Prepared for a summer jumping campaign, he 
was sent first to Kilbeggan for a handicap hurdle, where he was 11th, he then travelled back over the water to Perth for a  handicap chase in August, 
and secured the sixth second place of his career. Another pulled up at Listowel marked the start of the 2012/13 season on September 18 before a 
handicap chase third at Punchestown in October. On to Fairyhouse and another pulled-up before a win at Leopardstown in the Martinstown Opportunity 
Handicap Chase in December, and a win back at Fairyhouse on January 1. This was followed by a fourth placed effort at Navan in the Grade C 
Foxrock Handicap Chase on heavy ground and a first Grade A place when second in the Goffs Thyestes Chase at Gowran Park to Jadanli by a head. 
His last run before the John Smith’s 2013 Grand National was at Naas on March 10, in the Grade B Woodlands Park 100 Leinster National Handicap 
Chase, which resulted in a distant 14th place. 
Race Record: Starts: 31; 1st: 5; 2nd: 8; 3rd: 6; Win & Place prize money: £64,516 
 
Richard Gilbert 
Richard Gilbert, who has horses in training with Lucinda Russell, Chris Grant, Rose Dobbin and Keith Dalgleish, has bought Tarquinius in a deal 
brokered by bloodstock agent Tom Malone earlier this week. Gilbert said of his purchase: “I don’t have a staying chaser at the moment and the fact that 
he had an entry in the John Smith’s Grand National was an added bonus. I have two other runners at the meeting, Montoya’s Son (trained by Chris 
Grant) in the Grade Three John Smith’s Topham Chase and Rathvawn Belle (trained by Lucinda Russell) in the Listed John Smith's Mares' Standard 
Open National Hunt Flat Race on Friday. Tarquinius will run in my name, although my other horses run under my company banner, because I didn’t 
have a horse in Ireland and I didn’t have time to sort out a company registration with Weatherbys Ireland.” Tom Malone added: “Because he held an 
entry in the John Smiths’ Grand National as well as being well handicapped over hurdles we felt we should have a go for him. He is a horse who could 
stay in the big chases or go well over hurdles in Ireland. We could have a lot of fun with him next year.” Richard Gilbert is the MD of Straightline 
Construction Co Ltd, a construction company based in Newcastle Upon Tyne, which specialises in the external refurbishment of houses throughout the 
north east. Straightline works in partnership with local authorities and social housing landlords to implement the government’s Decent Homes standard 
and their modernization programmes. Richard, 34, was formerly a director of Aroma Wines a fine wine brokers in the north east and played rugby as a 
loose head prop until recently. Gilbert said “I found that it didn’t look very good coming into work with a black eye.”. A lifelong fan of horseracing Gilbert 
continued: “There is no better spectacle than racing, and even better if you have a horse involved. I have had horses for six to seven years, though I 
don’t ride myself, as a former prop I don’t really have the build for it, though my wife Katherine rides. Katherine and I will both be there on Friday and 
Saturday.” 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Gordon Elliott IRE (Trim, County Meath) 
Born on March 2, 1978, in Summerhill, Co Meath, Gordon Elliott was a successful point-to-point rider, who also partnered winners under Rules. He 
started his racing career while still at school, working at Tony Martin's stable in County Meath. From there, he moved to Britain, joining Martin Pipe in 
2002, and during his spell in Somerset his six rides as an amateur included one winner. Elliott then returned to Ireland for another term at Martin's 
stables. In 2004, Barry Callaghan bought Capranny Stables at Trim in County Meath. When Elliott started his training career, early in 2006, those 
stables became his base although he moved to a new yard at nearby Longwood in October, 2012. Elliott’s first runner under Rules came at the 2006 
Cheltenham Festival, when Brandon Mountain was pulled up in the Fred Winter Juvenile Novices’ Handicap Hurdle. He continued to send runners over 
to the UK and enjoyed almost instant success, most notably with Arresting, who notched up four victories between May and July, 2006. Elliott’s John 
Smith’s Grand National victory with Silver Birch in 2007 was remarkable not only because he was only 29 at the time, but also because he had yet to 
saddle a winner in his native country. The winners in Ireland soon followed and Elliott enjoyed big-race success with the former Epsom Derby fifth 
Salford City, who won the Grade Two Tipperary Hurdle in October, 2007. Elliott saddled Salford City to finish third in a Grade Two chase at Saratoga, 
USA, in August, 2008, and the gelding also contested the Grade One New York Turf Writers Cup Chase at the same course three weeks later. Elliott 
recorded an initial Grade One victory with Jessies Dream in the Drinmore Novice Chase in December, 2010, and celebrated his first Cheltenham 
Festival successes in 2011 with Chicago Grey in the National Hunt Chase and Carlito Brigante in the Coral Cup. He enjoyed more Cheltenham Festival 
success this year when Flaxen Flare captured the Fred Winter Juvenile Handicap Hurdle. The trainer has also enjoyed a major Flat victory with Dirar in 
the 2010 Ebor at York. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2007 SILVER BIRCH (WON); 2009 Silver Birch (Fell 22nd); 2010 Backstage (UR 20th); 2011 Backstage 
(10th); 2012 Tharawaat (8th), Chicago Grey (BD 5th) 
 
Wilson Renwick 
Born in Hawick in the Scottish Borders on September 17, 1980, Wilson Renwick is one of the most respected jockeys on the northern circuit. He began 
his career as an amateur, riding 17 winners in the corinthian ranks. His first success came aboard Gem Og Holly at Sedgefield on January 26, 2000, 
and he rode his first treble at Carlisle on April 24, 2000, aboard Chadswell, Storm Call and Spartan Royale. He turned professional on May 22 of that 
year while attached to Colin Parker’s Lockerbie stable. A graduate of the Northern Racing College, Renwick suffered serious injuries in November, 
2000, when a young horse he was riding at Alistair Charlton’s yard turned over on him, crushing his groin and fracturing both his knee and ankle. He 
returned the following May and went on to be a leading conditional rider. He left the Parker yard In May, 2001, and joined Andy Crook in Middleham. He 
also rode regularly for the late Scottish trainer Peter Monteith. His only previous John Smith’s Grand National rides, when failing to complete in 2008 
and 2010, were both for Howard Johnson, who was a great supporter before being warned off. County Durham-based John Wade has been his biggest 
backer in the last couple of seasons. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2008 Backbeat (Fell 2nd); 2010 Royal Rosa (UR 14th). 



TATENEN (FR) FACTFILE 

b g Lost World (IRE) - Tamaziya (IRE) (Law Society (USA)) 
9-10-10    Jump Form: 1124/112F2/5U369UP/363170/715U-606  Owner: The Stewart Family   
Trainer: Richard Rowe   Jockey: Andrew Thornton    Breeder: Olivier Tricot   
 
Tatenen 
Tatenen, born on April 21, 2004, displayed limited signs of ability in three Flat appearances for his first trainer Dominique Bressou in France in 2007 but the son of Lost World 
made a winning debut over hurdles in September of the same year, running on strongly to beat Songe by eight lengths in a Listed contest at Auteuil. He followed up with 
another impressive success at the same course a month later, taking the Grade Two Prix Georges de Talhouet-Roy by four lengths, and was purchased by the Stewart Family 
shortly afterwards. Tatenen made his British debut under the care of trainer Paul Nicholls in the Future Champions Finale Juvenile Hurdle at Chepstow in December, 2007, 
when he ran well to take second behind Franchoek. He also finished behind the Alan King-trained horse on his only other start of the season, coming home fourth in a juvenile 
hurdle at Cheltenham in January, 2008. Tatenen made an exciting start to his chasing career, following up a ready success in a Listed novices’ chase at Aintree in October, 
2008, with a comprehensive victory in a Grade Two novices’ chase at The Open at Cheltenham the following month. Stepped up to Grade One company for the Durkan New 
Homes Novice Chase at Leopardstown’s Christmas meeting, Tatenen ran a superb race in defeat to go down by a short-head to Follow The Plan. He fell at the third fence in 
the Racing Post Arkle Chase at the 2009 Cheltenham Festival and faded in the closing stages to come home second, beaten eight lengths by Kalahari King, in the John 
Smith’s Maghull Novices’ Chase at Aintree in April, 2009. After ending a highly encouraging first season chasing with a fifth in the Swordlestown Cup Novice Chase at the 
Punchestown Festival, Tatenen failed to live up to his lofty expectations in the 2009/2010 as he produced a string of efforts littered with jumping errors. He made the frame in 
just one of his six starts that term, when coming home third in a four-runner graduation chase at Sandown, and ended his campaign with another below par effort as he was 
pulled up in the Listed John Smith’s Handicap Chase at Aintree in April, 2010. Tatenen was switched to the West Sussex stables of Richard Rowe during the summer of 2010 
and he made an encouraging start for his new handler, taking third in a Kempton Park graduation chase in November of the same year. He failed to build on that effort in two 
subsequent starts at Ascot and Newbury but bounced back to form with an impressive 16-length victory in a valuable Ascot handicap chase in January, 2011, when he was 
ridden for the first time by Andrew Thornton. Jumping errors once again cost Tatenen on his next two starts - in the Racing Plus Chase at Kempton and the Byrne Group Plate 
at the 2011 Cheltenham Festival - but he was unlucky to be hampered twice on his first start of the 2011/2012 campaign in the Spinal Research the Atlantic 4 Gold Cup at 
Cheltenham in December, 2011. Tatenen headed back to Ascot the following month to post a second successive victory in the handicap chase he had captured 12 months 
earlier as he rallied gamely to score by a head. He returned to the Berkshire course for the Betfair Ascot Chase in February, 2012, and ran respectably to finish fifth. Ill fortune 
struck Tatenen again in last year’s John Smith’s Grand National as his jockey Andrew Thornton was unseated after being hampered at the Canal Turn on the first circuit. This 
season has included three appearances in competitive handicap chases - commencing with a well-beaten sixth on heavy ground in the Paul Stewart IronSpine Charity 
Challenge Gold Cup at Cheltenham on December 15. Tatenen faded in the closing stages to come home seventh in a Listed contest at Ascot on February 16 but produced a 
better effort in the extended two-mile Johnny Henderson Grand Annual at Cheltenham on March 15, when he stayed on to take sixth after being hampered twice. Jump Race 
Record: Starts: 29; Wins: 6; 2nd: 3; 3rd: 3; Win & Place Prize Money: £336,141 
 
The Stewart Family 
The Stewart family comprises London-based husband and wife, Andy and Judy Stewart, and their two sons, Mark and Paul. The latter broke his back in a snowboarding 
accident in December, 2008, but has made tremendous progress to walk again and the family have sponsored several races at Cheltenham, including the Supreme Novices’ 
Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival and the December Gold Cup for the benefit of Spinal Research. Andy Stewart, 61, went to Felsted School in Essex and used to bunk off to 
go point-to-pointing at Marks Tey. He would also hitchhike to Liverpool to attend the Grand National meeting. He began work aged 17 in the fixed-interest department of Simon 
& Coates, eventually becoming a senior partner at that stockbroking firm. He became chief executive of Chase Manhattan Securities when it took over Simon & Coates. He 
founded broker Collins Stewart in 1991 and was executive deputy chairman when it floated on the Stock Exchange in 2000 before leaving the business in 2003. He then 
founded Cenkos Securities, named after his first top-class racehorse, but resigned in 2010. Cenkos won 15 races and over half a million pounds in prize money and was twice 
third in the Queen Mother Champion Chase at the Cheltenham Festival. The Stewart Family enjoyed a first Cheltenham Festival success in 2008 when Celestial Halo won the 
JCB Triumph Hurdle. Celestial Halo was beaten a neck in the 2009 Champion Hurdle but the Stewarts have enjoyed further Festival glory with outstanding staying-hurdler Big 
Buck’s, who became the first horse to win four renewals of the Ladbrokes World Hurdle in 2012 and broke Sir Ken’s record by winning his 17th consecutive race over jumps in 
the BGC Partners Liverpool Hurdle at last year’s John Smith’s Grand National meeting. The Stewart Family had a famous victory over the Grand National fences in 2008 with 
Gwanako in the John Smith’s Topham Chase. Other good horses owned by Stewart, who was first involved with ownership in 1986 and really caught the racing bug when 
witnessing Desert Orchid’s emotional Cheltenham Gold Cup victory in 1989, include Tatenen, Le Duc, Le Roi Miguel and My Will. The Stewarts have around 20 horses in 
training, primarily with Paul Nicholls, including Salubrious - owned jointly with David Johnson - who won this year’s Martin Pipe Conditional Jockeys’ Handicap Hurdle at the 
Cheltenham Festival. Le Duc and Le Roi Miguel both ran in the 2006 John Smith’s Grand National but in the colours of Simon Cowell, Philip Green and Stuart Rose, after the 
high-profile trio leased the horses for charity. Andy Stewart has campaigned Flat horses in a five-strong partnership called the Searchers, also consisting of British Horseracing 
Authority chairman Paul Roy, Martin Myers, Trevor Harris and Kevan Watts, with Jeremy Noseda and enjoyed major success with Fleeting Spirit - winner of the 2009 July Cup 
at Newmarket. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2007 Le Duc (UR 6th); 2008 Turko (Fell 25th), 2009 My Will (3rd); 2010 My Will (Fell 4th); 2011 Ornais (Fell 4th); 
2012 Tatenen (UR 8th) 
 
Richard Rowe (Pulborough, West Sussex) 
Born in Bordon, Hampshire, on November 11, 1959, Richard Rowe was a successful jockey over jumps, riding more then 550 winners until his retirement from the saddle in 
February, 1991, despite a career blighted by injury. The nephew of trainers Nelson and Joe Guest, Rowe spent his early life in Bury St Edmunds and gained early experience 
riding out for Toby Balding while he was still at school. He was briefly apprenticed to his uncle Nelson at Newmarket but went to work for Josh Gifford after his father rang the 
trainer to ask if he had any vacancies. Rowe stayed with Gifford, who died at the age of 70 in February, 2012, for the whole of his career as a jockey - riding his first winner, 
Retaliation, at Stratford on May 13, 1977 and recording the final of 554 career successes on Super Sense at Sandown on February 2, 1991. The biggest victories of his career 
included Shady Deal’s success in the 1982 Whitbread Gold Cup, Vodkatini’s win in the Grand Annual Chase at the 1988 Cheltenham Festival and Deep Sensation’s triumph in 
the 1990 Tote Gold Trophy. Rowe took out a licence to train soon after retirement from the saddle, setting up at his livery yard at Storrington in West Sussex, and celebrated a 
first win as a trainer on December 5, 1991, as Glebelands Girl captured a selling hurdle at Taunton. He became only the fourth person to ride and train a winner of the 
Whitbread Gold Cup in 1999 as he saddled Eulogy to victory in the Sandown highlight to add to his success on board Shady Deal 17 years earlier. Other notable horses to have 
been trained by Rowe include I’m Supposin, who took the Kingwell Hurdle in 1998, the 2000 Dovecote Novices’ Hurdle winner Hariymi and Tatenen, who has recorded a pair of 
valuable handicap chase success at Ascot in 2011 and 2012. Richard has been married to Yvonne since 1985 and both their sons - Richard and Luke - have ridden under 
Rules. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1998 Yeoman Warrior (1998 PU Bef 19th); 1999 Frazer Island (Fell 22nd); 2012 Tatenen (UR 8th)  
 
Andrew Thornton 
Born October 28, 1972, in Stockton-On-Tees, Cleveland, Andrew Thornton began his riding career as an amateur for the late great County Durham trainer Arthur Stephenson 
and his first winner came for the handler aboard Wrekin Hill at Sedgefield on November 23, 1991. Thornton attended Barnard Castle school where he was a promising rugby 
player but abandoned dreams of Twickenham to pursue the amateur riders' title, which he took in the 1992/93 season with 28 wins from 146 rides. He enjoyed a phenomenal 
1997/98 season, picking up a spare ride on See More Business to win the King George VI Chase when regular partner Timmy Murphy was sidelined through suspension and 
then landed the Cheltenham Gold Cup on 25/1 outsider Cool Dawn trained by Robert Alner. Based in Lambourn, Thornton is a renowned horseman, a fact highlighted by his 
remarkable handling of Kingscliff in the coral.co.uk Handicap Chase at Ascot in November 2003. The left rein snapped at the third fence and the gelding was lucky not to break 
through the running rail but an undaunted Thornton expertly guided his charge over a further 17 fences for a front-running victory that was declared the ride of the season. His 
big race wins include the Racing Post Chase in 2007 aboard Simon, while he has also been associated with the brilliant hurdler French Holly, The Listener, Super Tactics, Sir 
Rembrandt and Gingembre, on whom he won the Scottish Grand National and Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup. His best position in the John Smith's Grand National came when 
he partnered St Mellion Fairway into fourth in 1998. Thornton, who is very short-sighted, wears contact lenses when riding, earning the nickname "Lenzio."  
Grand National record: 1996 Over The Stream (13th); 1997 River Mandate (PU 21st); 1998 St Mellion Fairway (4th); 1999 Nahthen Lad (11th); 2000 Stormy Passage 
(Fell 22nd); 2001 Lance Armstrong (PU 19th); 2002 Murt's Man (PU 17th); 2003 Gingembre (PU bef 24th); 2004 Bounce Back (Fell 6th); 2005 Foly Pleasant (Fell 20th); 
2007 Simon (Fell 25th); 2012 Tatenen (UR 8th) 

 



TEAFORTHREE (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Oscar (IRE)-Ethel’s Bay (IRE) (Strong Gale) 

 9-11-03    Form: 3/421328/321P11-8620 Owner: T437 
 Trainer: Rebecca Curtis  Jockey: Nick Scholfield  Breeder: M O’Sullivan 
 
Teaforthree 
It took Teaforthree, who was born on June 6, 2004 and made 1,000 euros as a yearling, had four starts in Irish point-to-
points before gaining his first success for trainer Tom Barry at Dromahane in March, 2010. Switched to Mick Winters, he 
finished third in a point-to-pointers’ bumper at Cork the following month, before heading to a Brightwells Cheltenham sale 
that May, when he was sold for £20,000 to trainer Rebecca Curtis’s partner Gearoid Costelloe. After two bumper starts for 
Curtis, he was leased to the Sky sports show Soccer AM for whom he won a Ffos Las novices’ hurdle in November, 2010, 
and went on to be eighth behind Bobs Worth in the 2011 Albert Bartlett Novices’ Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival. After 
the Soccer AM lease finished he was sold to his current owners, T437, ahead of the 2011/12 season. Long-distance 
chasing has proved his forte and, following two successes over three miles at Chepstow that season, he took the four-mile 
National Hunt Chase at the 2012 Cheltenham Festival under J T McNamara. After two warm-up races, he looked to have 
the Coral Welsh National at his mercy on January 5 until the late-finishing Monbeg Dude, under an inspired Paul Carberry 
ride, relegated him to second. His only subsequent start was when a distant 10th of 14 behind Well Refreshed in the 
Betfred Grand National Trial at Haydock on February 16, when his trainer felt he was unsuited by overnight stabling. He 
will travel to Aintree on Grand National day. Race Record (under Rules): Starts: 17; Wins: 4; 2nd: 4; 3rd: 3; Win & 
Place prize money: £85,197 
 
T437 
When Soccer AM’s lease of Teaforthree, organised with the help of Racing For Change (RFC), ran out one of RFC’s 
executives was keen not to bid farewell to the horse. Nigel Roddis, now Development Director (Betting) at RFC’s 
successor Great British Racing, got together a team of friends to form a partnership. There are five equal shares although 
- with two wives involved - it became T437. Roddis, 43, hails from Yorkshire and is a lawyer whose career began with city 
firm Olswang. He has specialised in the betting industry. He joined the Tote in 2000, originally to deal with legal issues 
surrounding its sale but he progressed to run the company’s pool business. In 2006, he joined At The Races as 
international director. After a brief time out of racing, he joined Racing For Change in late 2009. Roddis’s wife Hannah, 
who works for the Jockey Club, shares his stake in Teaforthree, John O’Reilly, head of interactive at Coral bookmakers 
and previously a longstanding executive director at Ladbrokes, has a share with his wife Christine. The remaining partners 
are media lawyer David Zeffman, who worked with Roddis at Olswang and has specialised in racing, lobbyist Chris 
Guyver, who owns Pepper Shackleton Wellard and has also represented racing, and James Conyers, who oversees legal 
affairs at Sky as the company’s General Counsel. All five partners are based in London, although O’Reilly spends much of 
his time in Gibraltar. No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Rebecca Curtis (Pembrokeshire) 
Curtis, who was born on April 1, 1980, grew up on Fforest Farm five miles from Fishguard on the Pembrokeshire coast, a 
place that has now become her training centre. She has been around horses all her life and started riding aged four, 
progressing to showjump for the Welsh junior team. She rode in point-to-points and her first job in racing was with nearby 
trainer Peter Bowen. She spent five years in America with trainers Richard Mandela and Dan Hendricks before coming 
home to take out a licence in 2008. Her first winner was Mango Catcher at Chepstow on April 5 that year and her 
reputation has steadily grown in the intervening years. She enjoyed a first Cheltenham Festival winner last year when 
Teaforthree won the National Hunt Chase and a second when At Fishers Cross took this season’s Albert Bartlett Novices’ 
Hurdle to give her a first Grade One victory. The latter is owned by J P McManus, whose stable jockey A P McCoy has an 
excellent strike rate for the stable. Curtis is assisted by her partner, bloodstock agent Gearoid Costelloe, and she uses her 
family’s private beach to exercise her horses. No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Nick Scholfield 
Nick Scholfield was born on June 25, 1989, and his first mount under Rules was also his first winner, Lou Du Moulin Mas, 
who came home first in an amateur riders' event at Newbury in November 2006. By the end of his first season, Scholfield, 
brought up riding ponies in his native Devon, had ridden six winners from just 14 rides under Rules, and had gained the 
national novice riders’ title in point-to-points with a record 25 winners. His father, Philip, was British champion between the 
flags in 1988. Scholfield jnr’s  impressive strike-rate continued into the 2007/08 season as, backed by the powerful 
Ditcheat stable of Paul Nicholls, he became champion gentleman amateur with 20 victories to his name. A prolific spring 
saw Scholfield ride 13 winners in March and April, 2008, headed by Natal’s victory in a Grade Three handicap chase at 
Newbury and the success of Border Castle in the Grade Two Scottish Champion Hurdle. Scholfield decided to turn 
professional immediately after the 2007/08 campaign and enjoyed success with his first ride as a paid jockey aboard 
Double The Trouble at Towcester on April 28, 2008. He has continued to ride for Paul Nicholls, although he was also 
appointed as retained jockey to the Andy Turnell stable in April, 2009, and  his major wins have included  Micheal Flips in 
the Lanzarote Hurdle at Kempton and on Taranis in the Argento Chase at Cheltenham. He was second behind Rhys Flint 
in the conditional jockeys’ championship two seasons ago, going down by four wins in a thrilling battle for the title. He has 
struck up a burgeoning partnership with trainer Jeremy Scott this season and guided Melodic Rendezvous to victory in the 
Grade One Tolworth Hurdle at Sandown in January. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2008 Cornish Sett (12th); 
2009 Cornish Sett (17th); 2010 My Will (Fell 4th), 2011 Ornais (Fell 4th) 
 



THE RAINBOW HUNTER (GB) FACTFILE 
b g Rainbow High - Sobranie (High Top) 

9-10-06   Form: 341S26/P41432202/FF204-311P4  Owner: May We Never Be Found Out Partnership  
Trainer: Kim Bailey  Jockey: Aidan Coleman    Breeder: M Massarella 
 
The Rainbow Hunter 
Bred by the Massarellas at Louella Stud and foaled on May 28, 2004, The Rainbow Hunter was the produce of the stud’s own 
Rainbow High out of the High Top mare Sobranie. Following three runs in point-to-points for Scott Joynes (after which he was bought 
by the Hon Mrs R Cookson), he made his debut under Rules in a novices’ hurdle for trainer Andy Turnell at Wincanton where he 
finished third behind the Paul Nicholls-trained Pepe Simo. He got off the mark at the third time of asking in a Wincanton handicap 
hurdler on heavy ground where he ran out a two-length winner. The Rainbow Hunter did not show a great deal in eight starts over 
hurdles but the switch to fences was to be the making of him and he recorded his second career victory in his first ever start over the 
larger obstacles. Under the guidance of Ed Cookson (who has ridden him in all bar three of his races to date), he beat the Kim Bailey-
trained Regal Approach by six lengths in a Ffos Las novices’ handicap chase. He was sent to current trainer Kim Bailey in October 
2011 having only finished out of the frame twice in his eight races over fences. He was immediately pitched in at the deep end in the 
Badger Ales Trophy at Wincanton but he only got as far as the first where he fell. He also fell on his second start over fences for 
Bailey at Ascot which prompted a return to hurdles for his next three starts. Although he failed to win in this time, his confidence was 
slowly being restored and this patient approach seems to have worked as he recorded back-to-back victories over fences in May and 
November 2012. He was bought by his current owners, the May We Never Be Found Out Partnership, in between these two victories 
and they immediately cited the John Smith’s Grand National as the horse’s long-term target. He was found to have a breathing 
problem after his penultimate start at Chepstow but shaped a lot better on his last start at Ascot where he finished fourth behind 
subsequent Cheltenham Festival runner-up Vino Griego. Connections are adamant that their horse will perform much better on good 
ground so they will be hoping for a sound surface when the tapes rise for the 166

th
 running of the John Smith’s Grand National. 

Race Record: Starts: 25; Wins: 4; 2nd: 5; 3rd: 3; Win & Place prize money: £41,051 
 
May We Never Be Found Out Partnership 
The May We Never Be Found Out Partnership comprises Dermot Clancy, Kevin Clancy and Stephen Cannon, three members of the 
ClancyDocwra construction company, and Oli Bell, 25, who is now a presenter for Racing UK after a spelling working on a horseracing 
channel in Australia. Bell went to Oundle School with Kevin Clancy’s daughter and the quartet purchased The Rainbow Hunter after 
speaking to Kim Bailey at Royal Ascot in June, 2012. Bailey told them that the horse would not only win at Ascot over fences later on 
that year but could end up being the perfect type for the John Smith’s Grand National. The Rainbow Hunter completed the first part of 
the bargain when obliging at odds of 16/1 in the Mitie Events & Leisure Handicap Chase at Ascot and now gives his owners a chance 
of fulfilling a lifetime ambition by having a runner in the Aintree showpiece. The Clancy brothers, who are big supporters of London 
Irish rugby club, were valued at £33 million in the 2012 Sunday Times Rich List. 
No previous John Smith’s Grand National runners 
 
Kim Bailey 
Born on May 25, 1953, Bailey was bred for the Jump game as his father Ken was also a successful handler. Bailey currently trains at 
Thorndale Farm, Andoversford, Gloucestershire, having relocated from his native Northamptonshire in the summer of 2006, after 
beginning his training career at Old Manor Stables in Upper Lambourn. Following a low-profile riding career, he served as assistant to 
Humphrey Cottrill, Tim Forster and Fred Rimell, before recording his first win as a trainer with Shifting Gold on January 7, 1978, at 
Sandown in the Anthony Mildmay Chase, a mere six days after taking over the reins from his father. He has trained some top-class 
jumpers who have rewarded him with training's highest accolades, notably the Grand National (Mr Frisk, 1990), Cheltenham Gold Cup 
(Master Oats, 1995) and Champion Hurdle (Alderbrook, 1995). Indeed, Bailey is the only current trainer to have won all those three 
races. This season, which is shaping to produce his highest earnings total since 2001-02, he has produced a rising young star, Harry 
Topper, whom he rates his best chasing prospect since Master Oats. He has his own website, (www.kimbaileyracing.com), where he 
publishes a popular blog. John Smith's Grand National Record: 1983 Menford (Refused 19th); 1986 Late Night Extra (PU 11th); 
1990 MR FRISK (WON); 1991 Docklands Express (Fell 1st), Mr Frisk (PU 22nd); 1992 Docklands Express (4th); 1994 Master 
Oats (Fell 13th); 1995 Romany King (6th), Master Oats (7th); 1996 Over The Stream (13th); 1997 Master Oats (5th), Glemot 
(Unseated 7th); 2000 Druid's Brook (UR12th); 2001 Supreme Charm (UR 15th); 2002 Supreme Charm (5th); 2003 Wonder 
Weasel (Fell 3rd), 2004 Wonder Weasel (PU Bef 28th); 2007 Longshanks (7th); 2012 Midnight Haze (15th). 
 
Aidan Coleman 
Born on August 17, 1988, and brought up in Cork, where his parents are both teachers, Aidan Coleman learned his trade on the Irish 
pony racing circuit, where he had over 100 winners. "It's brilliant and you learn to deal with the nerves too,” he said, “There was a lot of 
betting and the owners always wanted them to win. I was 12 or 13 and had one owner who always told me how many grand he had on 
his horse, but I never let it get to me. I still don’t.” Although his brother, Kevin, had become a jockey in Ireland and was doing well (so 
well, in fact that in August, 2007 he won the Galway Plate on Sir Frederick), Aidan opted instead to work in England. Through Irish 
trainer John Murphy, Coleman got a place at Henrietta Knight's yard, and it was her horse Silverbar that provided the young jockey 
with his first ride under Rules on December 23, 2006, at Hereford. At the end of the 2006/07 season, Coleman moved to Venetia 
Williams’ stable at King’s Caple and his first winner arrived in the shape of Tashkandi, who was successful in a selling hurdle at 
Uttoxeter in October, 2007. That victory put him on the fast track to success. In 2009, he partnered his first Cheltenham Festival 
winner when Kayf Aramis won the Pertemps Final. Coleman won on his first ride at Aintree as he partnered Stan to capture the 
matalan.co.uk Red Rum Handicap Chase and he rode the same horse in the following year’s John Smith’s Grand National, thus 
missing out on winning ride on Mom Mome. Coleman, who writes a blog for the Racing UK website, has already won over the National 
fences this season, having ridden Stewarts House to success in the Betfred Grand Sefton Handicap Chase in December 2011. He 
has enjoyed success this season on Katenko, who landed the Grade Three Murphy Group Chase at Cheltenham in January.  
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2008 Mon Mome (10th); 2009 Stan (Fell 7th); 2010 Mon Mome (Fell 26th); 2011 Grand 
Slam Hero (Fell 13th); 2012 Mon Mome (PU 22nd) 

 



TREACLE (IRE) FACTFILE 
ch g Zaffaran (USA) - Current Liability (Caribo) 

12-10-09    Form: 02/221453/61/3F/116PP/P/51423F-71  Owner: Bjorn Nielsen 
Trainer: Tom Taaffe IRE  Trainer: Andrew Lynch    Breeder: Mary & Brendan Fitzpatrick 

  
Treacle 
Treacle, born on April 19, 2001, was bred by Mary and Brendan Fitzpatrick in Ireland and bought for 54,000 euros by bloodstock agent 
Jeremy Brummitt owner Bjorn Nielsen at the Tattersalls Ireland Derby Sale in 2004. The John Smith’s Grand National has been the 
aim for Treacle ever since. He finished eighth on his debut for trainer Tom Taaffe in a bumper at Gowran Park in February, 2006, and 
filled the runner-up spot on all three of his first starts over hurdles - at Fairyhouse, Killarney and Wexford. He lost his maiden tag with 
an emphatic 15-length victory at Cork in December, 2006, and ran respectable races in Grade Two company on his next two 
appearances at Naas and Fairyhouse, before ending his season with a good third in a competitive novice hurdle at the Punchestown 
Festival in April, 2007. Treacle was sent chasing for the 2007/2008 campaign and he recorded a comfortable success on his second 
start over fences at Fairyhouse in October, 2007. A leg injury sustained during that victory forced Treacle to miss the rest of the 
season and the majority of the following campaign and he finished third on his return to action in a Limerick handicap chase in March, 
2009. Treacle fell on his next outing in another handicap chase at Fairyhouse the following month but he made amends with a 
comfortable success in a Listowel handicap chase in June, 2009. He followed up that win with another victory as he gamely repelled 
the challenge of Dashing George to take the Munster National at Limerick in October, 2009. Raised 8lb for that win, Treacle struggled 
on his next four starts as he came home a well-beaten sixth after being hampered at the first fence in the Troytown Handicap Chase 
that November and was pulled up on his next three outings at Leopardstown, Punchestown and Cork. Treacle was given a break after 
taking fifth in a handicap chase at the Punchestown Festival in May, 2011, and he made a winning return at Gowran Park in October 
of the same year as he comfortably took a three-mile handicap chase. After a satisfactory performance in a veterans’ chase at Aintree 
over the Mildmay course, he came home second in the valuable Paddy Power Chase at Leopardstown over Christmas but produced a 
career best performance when third in the Grade One Irish Hennessy Gold Cup at the same course in February, 2012. He was a 
leading fancy for the 2012 John Smith’s Grand National on the back of that run but got no further than the 10th where he fell. The 12-
year-old has had a lighter campaign this season, finishing seventh of eight in a chase at Thurles over two and a quarter miles on 
February 28, before a decisive four length victory in the Daily Mirror Chase at Down Royal over three and a quarter miles on heavy 
ground on March 16. Race Record: Starts: 26; Wins: 6; 2nd: 4; 3rd: 3; Win & Place Prize Money: £158,320 
 
Bjorn Nielsen 
Although based at Greenwich in Connecticut, USA, Bjorn Nielsen was born in Cape Town, South Africa, and grew up in England, 
where he attended grammar school. He maintains strong ties with Britain and has stated he prefers the variety of racecourses in 
Britain compared to the USA. He, wife Debbie and their three daughters are longstanding American residents and he has been highly 
successful in the finance world, serving as managing director of Tudor Ventures, a private equity and venture capitalist firm. He has 
been with the Tudor Investment Corporation for 24 years.  Nielsen has been a major investor in horses for many years, using agents 
such as Jeremy Brummitt, Tom Goff and Charlie Gordon-Watson, and bloodstock advisor Simon Marsh. He was represented in the 
1992 Derby by the Richard Hannon-trained Assessor, who finished ninth behind Dr Devious and went on to win the Group One Prix 
Royal-Oak and Group One Prix du Cadran in France. Other flagbearers include the Roger Charlton-trained Tante Rose, whom he 
bought for 350,000 guineas at Wafic Said’s dispersal in 2003 and won the following year’s Group One Sprint Cup at Haydock, and the 
2011 Ladbrokes St Leger victor Masked Marvel, trained by John Gosden. Nielsen bought the Kingsdown training centre in Lambourn 
in 2009, with David Lanigan moving into the renovated stables in December, 2011. Most of his Flat string, of who he had around 25 in 
2012, are with Lanigan, although he still has horses with Gosden. Long-term breeding prospect Dorcas Lane was bought for 475,000 
guineas in November, 2011. Nielsen has around a dozen broodmares at Lord & Lady Lloyd-Webber’s stud farms in Britain and 
Ireland. He is a keen tennis player. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2012 Treacle (Fell 10th) 
 
Tom Taaffe IRE (Straffan, County Kildare, Ireland) 
Tom Taaffe, who was born on June 15, 1963, is son of the peerless Arkle's legendary jockey Pat Taaffe, who rode two Grand National 
winners in Quare Times (1955) and Gay Trip (1970). Tom took a giant stride into the limelight in 2005 thanks to his impeccable 
handling of Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup hero Kicking King. Taaffe spent his schoolboy summers working for Arthur Moore and 
forged an association with the trainer that lasted 15 years, first as an amateur rider and then as a professional jockey. He rode his first 
winner at Phoenix Park in 1981 and enjoyed a successful career in the saddle as a jump jockey, partnering 400 winners. He finished 
third in the 1988 Grand National aboard Monanore and began training from Portree Stables near Straffan in County Kildare in 1994. In 
1998, he enjoyed his first Grade One triumph with Delphi Lodge in the Powers Gold Cup at Fairyhouse. Kicking King's Gold Cup 
success, combined with his earlier King George VI Chase victory, enabled Taaffe to emulate his father, who saddled Captain Christy 
to victory in the same two races. Apart from Kicking King, Taaffe has also enjoyed success at the Cheltenham Festival with Finger 
Onthe Pulse in the Rewards4Racing Investments Novices’ Handicap Chase and Ninetieth Minute in the Coral Cup. He won the 2010 
Galway Plate with Finger OnThe Pulse. He has saddled four runners in the John Smith’s Grand National including Slim Pickings, who 
was beaten two lengths in total when coming home third behind Silver Birch in 2007 and finished fourth behind Comply Or Die 12 
months later. John Smith's Grand National Record: 2007 Slim Pickings (3rd); 2008 Slim Pickings (4th), Tumbling Dice (UR 
3rd); 2012 Treacle (Fell 10th) 
 
Andrew Lynch 
Despite enjoying a meteoric rise over the past few seasons, Andrew Lynch had to wait a long time to gain his place in the spotlight. 
Born on September 12, 1988, and raised in Ashbourne, Co Meath, Lynch made his debut as an amateur in a Fairyhouse bumper in 
April, 2006, and enjoyed a first success 13 months later when Tristernagh landed a novice hurdle at Downpatrick on May 18, 2002. 
But he struggled for winners over the next two years before a more productive 2004/05 campaign persuaded Lynch to turn 
professional at the end of July, 2005. He recorded a first Grade One success when scoring on the Jim Dreaper-trained Notre Pere in 
the Knight Frank Ganly Walters Novice Chase at Leopardstown in December, 2007. He posted a first big-race success in Britain in 
March, 2006, when he partnered the Ado McGuinness-trained Victram to success in the Imperial Cup at Sandown and he was also on 
board Notre Pere when he triumphed in the 2008 Welsh National at Chepstow. Lynch enjoyed a pair of wins at the Cheltenham 
Festival in both 2010 and 2011, including the superb victories of Sizing Europe in the Arkle Trophy Chase and the Sportingbet Queen 
Mother Champion Chase. He has also enjoyed significant success in Ireland on Flemenstar, the winner of three Grade One contests. 
Lynch is also bidding to complete a notable Derby-Grand National double, having won the amateur Derby on Tender Falcon at Epsom 
Downs in August, 2004. Grand National record: 2011 Vic Venturi (BD 2nd), 2012 Treacle (Fell 10th) 



VIKING BLOND (FR) FACTFILE 
ch g Varese (FR)-Sweet Jaune (FR) (Le Nain Jaune (FR )) 

8-10-00  (9-11)    Form: 4/6931212/P623070/143P5FP-023P25  Owner: Caroline Mould 
Trainer: Nigel Twiston-Davies    Jockey: Adam Wedge    Breeder: Dominique Le Baron 
 
Viking Blond 
Bred in France by Dominique Le Baron on April 1, 2005, Viking Blond arrived in Britain as an unraced three-year-old in 2008. He made his racecourse 
debut for trainer Nigel Twiston-Davies and owner Caroline Mould the following season, when finishing fourth in a bumper at Stratford. Sent hurdling he 
ran three times without success in novices’ events, but broke his duck when winning a handicap hurdle at Exeter on February 3, 2010, under Twiston-
Davies’ then stable jockey Paddy Brennan. The following month he won again over hurdles at Chepstow and went on to be seventh in the 2011 
Pertemps Final at Cheltenham before being unplaced in a handicap at Aintree. Sent novice chasing last season, he scored in smart style at Chepstow 
under the trainer’s son Sam and after two more placed efforts at Cheltenham and Newbury he lined up in the 2011 Coral Welsh National. Surprisingly 
given his inexperience, Viking Blond was sent off the 6/1 favourite, but was struggling before half way and eventually pulled up. He finished fifth in a 
Listed chase at Ascot before lining up in last year’s John Smith’s Grand National, when falling at the first. He was then pulled up in the bet365 Gold 
Cup at Sandown before being unplaced over hurdles at Aintree in May. He has performed creditably subsequently, finishing placed in three of his five 
starts, and most recently came fifth in the Betfred Grand National Trial at Haydock on February 16. 
Race Record: Starts: 28; 1st: 3; 2nd: 5; 3rd: 4; Win & Place Prize Money: £45,971 
 
Caroline Mould 
The second wife of Raymond Mould, who won the Grand National a decade ago with Bindaree. Formerly Caroline Wilson, she worked for Mould before 
marrying him in 2004, nearly four years after the death from cancer of his first wife Jenny at the age of 54 in November, 2000. Caroline Mould also 
owns the outstanding Nicky Henderson-trained chaser Sprinter Sacre, winner of this year’s Sportingbet Queen Mother Champion Chase at the 
Cheltenham Festival. Raymond Mould, born on December 8, 1940, is a revered figure in the property world. He founded and sold on both Arlington 
Securities and Pillar Properties and his latest venture, London & Stamford, recently merged with another firm to become London Metric after the now 
72-year-old decide to edge towards retirement. He is a former chairman of racecourse group Arena Leisure and once had a share in the Hollow Bottom 
pub at Guiting Power near Cheltenham. Valued at £60 million when he last appeared in Sunday Times Rich List in 2009. He owned the 2002 Grand 
National winner Bindaree while his late wife Jenny jointly owned 1988 Cheltenham Gold Cup winner Charter Party with Mould's business partner Colin 
Smith. Also owned 1993 King George VI Chase winner Barton Bank. Although better known for his jumping horses, he enjoyed a Royal Ascot success 
when Ransom Note won the 2010 Britannia Handicap, trained by Barry Hills.  
Raymond Mould’s John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1997 Grange Brake (Ref 27th); 2002 BINDAREE (WON); 2003 Bindaree (6th); 2004 
Bindaree (UR 6th); 2005 Bindaree (11th); 2007 Knowhere (UR 8th); 2008 Knowhere (UR 22nd); 2009 Knowhere (PU bef 25th). Caroline Mould’s 
record: 2012 Viking Blond (Fell 1st) 
 
Nigel Twiston-Davies (Guiting Power, Gloucestershire) 
Nigel Twiston-Davies initially combined training as a permit-holder with his farming interests throughout the 1980s, having his first winner with Last Of 
The Foxes at Hereford in March, 1982, before the agricultural recession prompted him to make training his full-time profession. He took out a full 
training licence in 1989, recording his first win as a public trainer in December of that year with Babil at Newbury. He has since gone on to register more 
than 1,400 successes. Born on May 16, 1957, Twiston-Davies rode 17 winners as an amateur under Rules and gained a further 17 point-to-point 
victories, and served as assistant trainer to Richard Head and Fred Rimell. A childhood neighbour and friend of Peter Scudamore, he went into 
partnership with the former champion jump jockey to set up stables at Grange Hill Farm, Guiting Power, Gloucestershire, although Scudamore is no 
longer involved in the venture and currently assists Lucinda Russell. Twiston-Davies adopted and developed the pioneering techniques of Martin Pipe, 
such as interval training and regular blood tests for his string, enabling him to rapidly raise his profile among the training ranks. He is the only current 
trainer to have won the Grand National more than once, saddling Earth Summit to victory in 1998 and Bindaree four years later. The 2001/2002 
campaign had been relatively quiet by Twiston-Davies' high standards before Bindaree provided him with his second John Smith's Grand National 
success. Afterwards he revealed that he had been intending to give up training, but despite "having a bigger debt than Argentina" after buying out 
Scudamore, the Aintree victory made him have a change of heart. Twiston-Davies has had 15 successes at the Cheltenham Festival, headed by 
Imperial Commander in the 2010 Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup. He had three winners at the meeting this year. Other big-race successes include the 
bet365 Gold Cup with Beau, the Hennessy Gold Cup with King's Road, the Scottish Grand National with Captain Dibble (1992), Earth Summit (1994) 
and Hello Bud (2009), the Welsh Grand National with Earth Summit (1997) and Bindaree (2003) and the Betfair Chase with Imperial Commander 
(2010). His best season numerically was in 2010/11, when he saddled 97 winners. His teenage sons Sam and Willy are both jump jockeys. Twiston-
Davies won both of the races over the Grand National fences at Aintree in December with Hello Bud taking the Betfred Becher Chase and Little Josh 
successful in the Betfred Grand Sefton Chase. John Smith's Grand National Record: 1994 Young Hustler (BD 11th); 1995 Camelot Knight (Fell 
21st), Dakyns Boy (UR 10th), Young Hustler (UR 3rd); 1996 Young Hustler (5th), Captain Dibble (11th); 1997 Camelot Knight (3rd), Dakyns Boy 
(8th), Grange Brake (Refused 27th); 1998 EARTH SUMMIT (WON); 1999 Earth Summit (8th), Camelot Knight (BD 22nd); 2000 Camelot Knight 
(15th); 2001 Beau (UR 20th), Spanish Main (Fell 1st); 2002 BINDAREE (WON), Frantic Tan (UR 5th), Beau (UR 14th); 2003 Bindaree (6th); 2004 
Shardam (UR 3rd), Bindaree (UR 6th); 2005 Bindaree (11th), 2006 Baron Windrush (UR 3rd); 2007 Knowhere (UR 8th); Naunton Brook (PU bef 
23rd), 2008 Fundamentalist (Fell 3rd), Ardaghey (Fell 4th), Naunton Brook (PU 19th), Knowhere (UR 25th); 2009 Battlecry (16th), Ollie Magern 
(Fell 2nd), Fundamentalist (PU 21st), Knowhere (PU 25th); 2010 Hello Bud (5th), Beat The Boys (PU 19th), Ballyfitz (Fell 22nd), Ollie Magern 
(PU 28th); 2011 Hello Bud (PU 29th), Grand Slam Hero (Fell 13th); 2012 Hello Bud (7th), Viking Blond (Fell 1st) 
 
Adam Wedge 
Born on August 11, 1989, and raised in Halesowen near Birmingham, Adam Wedge is currently a 3lb claiming conditional jockey attached to Evan 
Williams’ Llancarfan yard in South Wales. He schools horses at Nigel Twiston-Davies’ yard each Thursday, and through that association he was 
offered his first John Smith’s Grand National ride on Viking Blond. Wedge is a fitness fanatic, and sunk his first wages into buying a mechanical horse. 
Later, while on a licensing course at the British Racing School, he set a record for fitness levels by achieving a 99 per cent test score. He comes from 
an eventing background - his mother, Pauline, is keen on that sport and currently teaches children to ride - but racing gripped his imagination as a 
schoolboy, and when referring to his time at college he says: “I quit after two days having gained the racing bug riding out for [former Kidderminster 
trainer] Martin Evans.” After a spell working for Evans he joined Gloucestershire trainer Richard Phillips and had a few rides as an amateur on the Flat, 
and then, in September 2008, moved to Lincolnshire to join Chris and Antonia Bealby. He had already had a few rides in point-to-points - pulling up in 
his first four races - but the move to the Bealbys led to winners. His first success under rules came on Picky at Towcester one month after he joined the 
yard, and the following March he scored his initial pointing successes when riding a double at North Carlton in Lincs. He remained an amateur for 
another season, during which he landed the valuable DBS Spring Sales bumper for Bealby on Di Kaprio, but in July, 2010, he joined Williams’ stable 
and turned conditional. He rode eight winners in his first professional season, 32 in 2011/12 and is on 17 for the current season.  
John Smith’s Grand National record: no previous rides 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEIRD AL (IRE) FACTFILE 
b g Accordion-Bucks Gift (Buckley) 

10-11-08    Form: 2/1/111/10P/13PF-4PP  Owner: Andrew Brannon, Andrew Dick, Philip Holden 
Trainer: Donald McCain  Jockey: Timmy Murphy   Breeder: C Ronaldson 
Weird Al 
Weird Al, born on April 18, 2003 in Ireland, was sold as a foal in Tattersalls Ireland to Redpender Stud for 21,000 euros and went back the venue when 
a 60,000 euros purchase by agent Jeremy Brummitt at the 2006 Tattersalls Ireland Derby Sale, Weird Al’s racing career began with Herefordshire 
handler Venetia Williams. Having finished second on his debut in an Exeter bumper on January 1, 2008, he moved to Ian Williams and had only one 
start the following season, winning a Warwick novices’ hurdle in November, 2008. He next appeared a year later when winning a novices’ chase at 
Cheltenham’s Open meeting in November and scored at the same course the following month. After winning the Grade Two Towton Novices’ Chase at 
Wetherby in February, 2010, he was aimed at the following month’s RSA Chase at the Cheltenham Festival but had to miss the Grade One contest 
when suffering a fracture to a cannon bone just a couple of days before the race. He returned at Carlisle in October, 2010, when dead-heating for first 
place with Little Josh in an intermediate chase and went on to finish eight behind Diamond Harry in the following month’s Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup 
at Newbury. Afterwards he had a wind operation and did not run again until the 2011 Cheltenham Gold Cup which, after racing prominently early on, he 
was pulled up in after breaking a blood vessel. He joined Donald McCain in Cheshire ahead of the 2011/12 season and looked a high-class prospect 
when a comfortable winner of the Grade Two Charlie Hall Chase at Wetherby in October, 2011. He stepped up again in class when beaten 10 lengths 
into third behind Kauto Star in the Betfair Chase at Haydock in November, but disappointed when pulled up behind Synchronised in the Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup after breaking a blood vessel. The 10-year-old was running a respectable race in last year’s John Smith’s Grand National before 
falling at the 27th fence. This season started with a respectable fourth in the Betfair Chase but he has disappointed since, pulling up in both the Grade 
Two Argento Chase at Cheltenham on January 26 and the Grade Two Denman Chase at Newbury on February 9. 
Race Record: Starts: 15; 1st: 6; 2nd: 1; 3rd: 1 Win & Place Prize Money: £144,200 
 
Andrew Brannon, Andrew Dick and Philip Holden 
Andrew Brannon was born in London in February, 1960, and grew interested in racing when at school in Chester, watching the action at the local 
course from the city walls. He has owned horses for about eight years and was involved in the Highclere Thoroughbred Racing partnership that won the 
2008 King George V Handicap at Royal Ascot with Colony. He and Weird Al’s co-owners’ other horses with McCain include last season’s Grade One 
Finale Juvenile Hurdle winner Hollow Tree and 2013 Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Challenge Chase runner-up Super Duty. Brannon, keen on the sport of 
fencing, is a chartered accountant and licensed insolvency practitioner who co-founded the LCL Group, a specialist provider of insurance services with 
Philip Holden. Holden, born in 1965, is the CEO of the Bradford-based Drydensfairfax Solicitors, the UK’s largest debt recovery law firm. The third 
owner of Weird All is Andrew Dick, based in Manchester and a partner of Begbies Traynor, Britain’s biggest independent corporate rescue and 
recovery specialists. Andrew, born in 1965, was one of the original four when Traynor and Partners was formed in 1989. They named their John 
Smith’s Grand National contender after Weird Al Yankovic, the American singer famous for parodying other people’s songs. The connection came from 
the fact that Yankovic is a good accordion player and Weird Al is by the stallion Accordion. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2012 Weird Al 
(Fell 27th)  
 
Donald McCain (Cholmondeley, Cheshire) 
Born on June 13, 1970, Donald McCain Jnr is the son of the late Ginger McCain, trainer of the legendary Red Rum, the only horse to win the John 
Smith’s Grand National three times (1973, 1974 and 1977) and also Amberleigh House, the 2004 victor. Ginger McCain died at the age of 80 on 
September 19, 2011. Donald learnt to ride on his sister Joanne’s pony Gambol and rode in his first race on the Flat aged 15 (his father told a few white 
lies so he could ride) at Haydock Park. He subsequently became a jump jockey, firstly as an amateur and then a professional, partnering around 40 
winners under Rules. He rode several times over the Grand National fences, finishing fifth aboard Harley in the 1992 Fox Hunters’ Chase and 17th on 
Sure Metal in the 1996 Grand National. He also spent time working for trainers Luca Cumani, Sir Michael Stoute and Oliver Sherwood. Donald 
subsequently became assistant trainer to his father at Bankhouse Stables at Cholmondeley in Cheshire and played a significant role in Amberleigh 
House’s Grand National victory in 2004. He was expected to take over the licence from his father at the start of the 2006/7 jump season, but had to wait 
until June, 2006, before he was able to train in his own name as he needed to complete the appropriate British Horseracing Authority courses. Donald’s 
first winner as a licensed trainer came with Bearaway in a handicap chase at Newton Abbot on June 8, 2006. He secured his first Cheltenham Festival 
triumph with Cloudy Lane in the Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Handicap Chase in 2007 and enjoyed 40 winners in his first campaign. In the 2007/08 season, 
he had 58 successes and a second Cheltenham Festival success with Whiteoak in the David Nicholson Mares’ Hurdle, while the 2008/09 haul of 62 
winners included Cloudy Lane’s victory in the Grade Two Peter Marsh Chase at Haydock Park. The 2009/10 season brought further success with a 
double at the Cheltenham Festival thanks to Peddlers Cross in the Neptune Investment Management Novices’ Hurdle and Ballabriggs in the Fulke 
Walwyn Kim Muir Handicap Chase, and a career best 88 winners. The 2010/11 season yielded 100 winners including the John Smith’s Grand National 
when Ballabriggs stayed on gamely to score by two and a quarter lengths, while Peddlers Cross and Overturn also provided a number of highlights. 
Peddlers Cross landed the Grade One Fighting Fifth Hurdle and was a gallant runner-up in the Champion Hurdle, while Overturn took the 
Northumberland Plate on the Flat in June and added the Galway Hurdle a month later.  McCain sent out 153 winners last term and Overturn was the 
flag bearer for the yard, gaining his first success at Grade One level in the Fighting Fifth Hurdle at Newcastle and finishing second in the Stan James 
Champion Hurdle at Cheltenham, while Cinders And Ashes looked a potential star when annexing the Supreme Novices’ Hurdle. He has saddled 129 
winners (March 21), so far this jump season, with Overturn becoming a smart novice chaser, winning three of his four starts impressively. He plans to 
saddle three horses in this year’s John Smith’s Grand National - Across the Bay, Ballabriggs and Weird Al, with Cloudy Bay targeted again  at the John 
Smith’s Fox Hunters which he won last year. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2007 Idle Talk (UR 19th); 2008 Cloudy Lane (6th), Idle Talk 
(14th); 2009 Idle Talk (12th), Cloudy Lane (UR 15th); 2010 Cloudy Lane (8th), 2011 BALLABRIGGS (WON); 2012 Ballabriggs (6th), Weird Al 
(Fell 27th) 
Timmy Murphy 

Timmy Murphy fulfilled a lifelong ambition at Aintree in 2008 when he partnered Comply Or Die to victory in the John Smith's Grand National. Born on 
August 20, 1974, in Co Kildare - where his father Jimmy managed Newberry Stud - Timmy Murphy rode as an amateur in Ireland for Mick Halford, Noel 
Chance and Michael Hourigan. His first winner came on Gayloire at Kilmuckridge point-to-point in County Wexford. Murphy opted to relocate to 
England upon turning professional and joined Kim Bailey's Upper Lambourn yard in 1996. He had earlier ridden his first winner under Rules in Britain 
on Quiet Amusement at Uttoxeter on August 29, 1995, and holds the distinction of riding the final jump winner at the now Flat-only Nottingham 
racecourse aboard Dominie on February 29, 1996. His first Cheltenham Festival success came on the Martin Pipe-trained Terao in the Mildmay Of 
Flete Handicap Chase in 1997. Murphy rode for Paul Nicholls, for whom he won the 1998 Pillar Property Chase and Rehearsal Chase on See More 
Business, but lost the ride to Mick Fitzgerald prior to the horse's Cheltenham Gold Cup and King George VI Chase triumphs and was overtaken in the 
pecking order at Paul Nicholls' Ditcheat stable in November, 1998, when Joe Tizzard was appointed first jockey. He returned to Nicholls in May, 2001, 
this time overtaking Tizzard as the stable's main jockey. He had a great ride on the Mark Pitman-trained Smarty when second in the 2001 John Smith's 
Grand National, however, behind the scenes Murphy was battling with alcoholism and, in July, 2002, he was sentenced to six months in prison for 
assaulting an air stewardess. Released in October, 2002, he returned to the saddle and rode his first winner back on Santenay in the Elite Hurdle at 
Wincanton on November 9, of that year. Following the departure of Tony McCoy from Martin Pipe's stable, Murphy became the retained rider for the 
stable's leading owner David Johnson in the summer of 2004, and their successes have included Celestial Gold in the 2006 Betfred Bowl at Aintree. He 
won that race again in 2008 aboard Our Vic, famously defeating the great Kauto Star in the process. Murphy's other successes aboard Our Vic include 
the Paddy Power Gold Cup and the Ryanair Chase. He also partnered Al Eile to victory in the John Smith’s Aintree Hurdle in 2005, 2007 and 2008. 
Murphy, whose critically-acclaimed biography ‘Ride The Storm' was published in 2006, rode his 1,000th British winner at Taunton on January 21, 2010. 
He is married to Verity, daughter of owner Raymond Anderson Green, and partnered his father-in-law’s Merigo to victory in the 2010 and 2012 Scottish 
Grand Nationals. The couple are based at Cill Dara Stud in Gloucestershire, from where Fergal O’Brien trains. John Smith's Grand National Record: 
1997 Dakyns Boy (8th); 1998 Court Melody (Fell 6th); 1999 Tamarindo (Fell 6th); 2000 Flaked Oats (Fell 20th); 2001 Smarty (2nd); 2002 Davids 
Lad (UR 20th); 2003 Torduff Express (UR 27th); 2004 Davids Lad (11th); 2005 It Takes Time (4th); 2006 It Takes Time (PU bef 29th); 2007 Celtic 
Son (PU bef 22nd); 2008 COMPLY OR DIE (WON), 2009 Comply Or Die (2nd); 2010 Comply Or Die (12th); 2011 Comply Or Die (PU bef 29th); 
2012 Weird Al (Fell 27th) 



WHAT A FRIEND (GB) FACTFILE 
b g Alflora (IRE) - Friendly Lady (New Member) 

  10-11-09   Form: 1213P/1161/211-524    Owners: Ged Mason & Sir Alex Ferguson  
 Trainer: Paul Nicholls   Jockey: Sam Thomas   Breeder: Ollie Bush 
 
What A Friend 
What A Friend, foaled on May 18, 2003, made his debut in a Newton Abbot bumper in May, 2007, when he landed a gamble to win comfortably for previous handler Grant 
Cann, who is married to the horse’s breeder, Ollie Bush. He was subsequently purchased by Ged Mason and Manchester United manager Sir Alex Ferguson and made his 
debut for Paul Nicholls in a novice hurdle at Chepstow in November, finding only Carruthers too strong after the final flight. He returned to the Monmouthshire course the 
following month and recorded a comfortable two-length success over Spare Cash prior to finishing third behind Aigle D'Or in a Grade Two hurdle at Cheltenham on Festival 
Trials Day in January. At The Festival in 2008, What A Friend was pulled up before the last in the Albert Bartlett Novices' Hurdle. He made a promising start to his career over 
fences in the 2008/2009 season. He defeated his Chepstow conqueror Carruthers in a beginners' chase at Uttoxeter in October and followed up with a confident display at 
Cheltenham, taking a novices’ chase at The International in December. He could only manage sixth behind Cooldine in the RSA Chase at the 2009 Festival but ended the 
campaign with an easy success at Stratford in April. What A Friend came up against stablemate Denman on his first start of the 2009/2010 season. In receipt of 22lb from the 
2008 Gold Cup hero, What A Friend finished three and half lengths second to the star chaser in the Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup at Newbury in November. He went on to 
confirm the promise of that seasonal return when recording a first Grade One success in the Lexus Chase at Leopardstown’s Christmas meeting, when he stayed on well to 
beat Money Trix by half a length. Connections opted to side-step the 2010 Festival and concentrated on Aintree’s Grand National meeting. What A Friend duly gained a second 
Grade One victory in as many starts when beating his old foe Carruthers in the totesport Bowl, a race in which the 2010 totesport Cheltenham Gold Cup victor Imperial 
Commander unseated Paddy Brennan. What A Friend re-opposed Imperial Commander on his seasonal return in the Grade One Betfair Chase at Haydock on November 20 
but could not land a blow against Nigel Twiston-Davies’ stable star and faded to come home fifth. He had his prep race for the totesport Cheltenham Gold Cup in the Grade 
Two Aon Chase at Newbury on February 18 as he stayed on strongly in the closing stages to go down by a head to stable companion Noland. Fitted with blinkers for the first 
time in the totesport Cheltenham Gold Cup on March 18, What A Friend ran a good race to take fourth, beaten 11 lengths, behind Long Run and his stable companions 
Denman and Kauto Star. Following that sterling effort, connections decided to take advantage of his relatively favourable handicap mark and have a crack at the John Smith’s 
Grand National.  
Race Record: Starts: 15; Wins: 7; 2nd: 3; 3rd: 1; Win & Place Prize Money: £293,999 
 
Sir Alex Ferguson, Ged Mason, Ron Wood & Peter Done 
Sir Alex Ferguson is the manager of Manchester United Football Club and the most successful British football manager of all time. Born December 31, 1941 in Govan, 
Glasgow, Ferguson scored a consolation goal on his league debut as a player for Queen’s Park, aged 16. His playing career subsequently took in St Johnstone, Dunfermline, 
Rangers, Falkirk and Ayr United. His £65,000 transfer between Dunfermline and Rangers in 1967 was at the time a record fee between two Scottish clubs. After retiring from 
playing at the end of the 1973/74 season, he stepped into management with East Stirlingshire, followed by a successful spell at St Mirren, and then Aberdeen where he won the 
Scottish Premier Division three times and added the UEFA Cup Winner’s Cup. He was Scotland’s national team manager from September 1985 until June, 1986, leaving the 
post when the team was dumped out of the World Cup in Mexico with only one point from three matches. Ferguson became Manchester United manager that year and his 
phenomenal reign has seen the club land the Premier League title 12 times, the FA Cup on five occasions, the League Cup four times, a UEFA Cup Winners’ Cup, and the 
UEFA Champions’ League twice. He was made an OBE in 1983, received his CBE in 1995 and was knighted in 1999. Ferguson married Cathy in 1966 and they have three 
sons, Mark and the twins, Darren (a football manager) and Jason (a football agent). Ferguson has been a major financial donor to the Labour party and lives in Wilmslow, 
Cheshire. The best horse to carry his red colours was the great miler Rock Of Gibraltar, who notched a European record of seven consecutive Group One victories that 
included the 2001 renewals of the 2,000 Guineas, Sussex Stakes and Prix du Moulin. Ged Mason became chief executive of Morson Group in January, 2005, having been the 
company’s managing director from 1999. Mason, 49, joined the Morson Group in 1986 after completing his university education and following a period working for a technical 
recruitment company in Canada. Morson Group Plc is a leading provider of human capital and engineering design solutions to the engineering and technical business sectors. 
Mason’s colours are associated with dual Grade One winner What A Friend and Sporazene, who landed the Vincent O’Brien County Handicap Hurdle at the 2004 Cheltenham 
Festival, as well as a Punchestown Grade One in 2003. He first got into racing through his attendance as a guest at corporate events. John Smith's Grand National Record 
(Ged Mason & Sir Alex Ferguson): 2011 What A Friend (PU 27th)  
 
Paul Nicholls (Ditcheat, Somerset)  
Seven-time champion jump trainer Paul Nicholls was born at Lydney, Gloucestershire, April 17, 1962 and grew up in Olveston near Bristol. He has been training at Manor Farm 
Stables in Ditcheat, Somerset, since taking out a licence on November 1, 1991. The policeman’s son started out in racing as a jump jockey and partnered 119 winners between 
1980 and 1989, with his biggest British successes coming in the Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury on Broadheath (1986) and Playschool (1987), who also captured the 1988 
Vincent O'Brien (Irish) Gold Cup with Paul up. He struggled to keep his weight down and gave up race riding. Between 1989 and 1991, he was assistant trainer to David 
Barons, who trained Boardheath and Playschool and sent out Seagram to win the 1991 Grand National at Aintree during that time. He has always trained at Paul Barber's 
Manor Farm, initially with just eight horses. Nicholls, who now has over 200 horses in training, quickly made his mark as a trainer with an early highlight coming on Saturday, 
November 7, 1998, when pulling off the amazing feat of saddling seven winners and three seconds from 10 runners and he later made history when he became the first trainer 
to saddle six winners on the same card, at Wincanton, his local track, on January 21, 2006. Another early high point in his training career came at the 1999 Cheltenham Festival 
when he captured the major chase on each of the three days - Flagship Uberalles scored in the Racing Post Arkle Chase, Call Equiname in the Sportingbet Queen Mother 
Champion Chase the following day and, best of all, See More Business took the Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup. Having strongly challenged Martin Pipe for the jump trainers' 
championship over a number of years, most notably when pushing his great rival right to the last day of the 2004/05 campaign, Nicholls claimed his first title the following 
season and he has retained the title every season since, though he is in a fight for supremacy this season with Nicky Henderson. Recent flag-bearers for Nicholls have included 
the brilliant 16-time Grade One winner Kauto Star, who became the first horse to win the William Hill King George VI Chase five times and the only chaser to regain the Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup at the Cheltenham Festival (2007 & 2009). Denman captured the 2008 Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup and twice defied top weight to win the Hennessy 
Gold Cup, while Master Minded gained eight Grade One victories including two renewals of the Sportingbet Queen Mother Champion Chase. Big Buck’s has also entered the 
record books with 17 consecutive wins over hurdles, beating Sir Ken’s record of 16 set between 1951 and 1953, headed by an unprecedented four successive victories in the 
Ladbrokes World Hurdle. Nicholls celebrated a first victory in the Stan James Champion Hurdle with Rock On Ruby last year and he is currently fourth on the all time list of 
trainers at the Cheltenham Festival with 33 wins to his name. He became the first trainer to accrue more than £4 million in a season in 2007/08 and recorded his 2,000th winner 
at Down Royal on November 5, 2011, 20 years after taking out his training licence, making him the quickest to reach this landmark figure in jump racing. After saddling 52 
runners in the John Smith’s Grand National, Nicholls finally recorded his first success in the great race in 2012 as Neptune Collonges beat Sunnyhillboy by a nose - the smallest 
winning margin in the history of the contest. John Smith’s Grand National Record: 1992 Just So (6th); 1996 Vicompt De Valmont (10th), Deep Bramble (PU bef 2 out), 
Brackenfield (UR 19th); 1997 Straight Talk (Fell 14th); 1998 What A Hand (Fell 1st), Court Melody (Fell 6th), General Crack (PU 11th); 1999 Strong Chairman (15th), 
Double Thriller (Fell 1st), 2000 Earthmover (Fell 4th), Torduff Express (Fell 13th), Flaked Oats (Fell 20th), Escartefigue (UR 30th); 2001 Earthmover (Fell 4th); 2002 
Murt’s Man (PU bef 17th), Ad Hoc (BD 27th); 2003 Montifault (5th), Fadalko (UR 6th), Ad Hoc (UR 19th), Shotgun Willy (PU bef 22nd), Torduff Express (UR 27th); 2004 
Exit To Wave (PU bef 9th); 2005 Royal Auclair (2nd), Heros Collonges (8th), L’Aventure (15th), Ad Hoc (Fell 22nd); 2006 Royal Auclair (Fell 1st), Le Roi Miguel (PU 
bef 19th), Cornish Rebel (PU bef 19th), Silver Birch (Fell 15th), Le Duc (UR 8th), Heros Collonges (UR 15th); 2007 Royal Auclair (Fell 9th), Le Duc (UR 6th), Eurotrek 
(PU bef 22nd), Thisthatandtother (PU bef 30th); 2008 Cornish Sett (12th), Mr Pointment (PU bef last), Turko (Fell 25th); 2009 My Will (3rd), Big Fella Thanks (6th), 
Cornish Sett (17th), Eurotrek (PU 17th); 2010 Big Fella Thanks (4th), Tricky Trickster (9th), My Will (Fell 4th), Nozic (UR 20th); 2011 Niche Market (5th), Ornais (Fell 
4th), The Tother One (Fell 6th), What A Friend (PU 27th); 2012 NEPTUNE COLLONGES (WON). 
 
Sam Thomas 
Sam Thomas enjoyed a fantastic season in 2007/2008, capping the campaign with victory aboard Denman in the Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup at the Cheltenham Festival, 
beating Kauto Star by seven lengths. Thomas hails from a family of school teachers, with both his parents and his sister engaged in that profession, but bucked the trend by 
forging a successful career as a jump jockey. Born on June 22, 1984, in Abergavenny, Wales, he began riding ponies at the age of four before graduating to the Welsh point-to-
point circuit. After training at the British Racing School in Newmarket, he joined Welshpool trainer David Evans. He initially rode on the Flat but, after 20 winless rides, decided 
to turn to jump racing and joined the Hereford yard of Venetia Williams. He broke his duck on Indian Sun in a Ludlow selling hurdle in April, 2003. His first professional victory 
came in November, 2003, when he rode I Tina to glory in a Chepstow selling hurdle, and the jockey was twice runner-up in the race to be champion conditional jockey, before 
moving on to the powerful Paul Nicholls’ yard in 2006. While Ruby Walsh was injured in the early part of the 2007/08 season, he enjoyed a great spell aboard some of Paul 
Nicholls’ stable stars - landing the Betfair Chase on Kauto Star, the Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup on Denman and the Tingle Creek Chase on Twist Magic. He is yet to complete 
in three attempts at the John Smith’s Grand National but partnered Mr Pointment to victory in the 2007 Becher Chase over the National fences. Thomas was once short-listed 
for the Bachelor of the Year award, organised by woman's magazine, Company and is now a regular presenter on Channel 4’s The Morning Line. 
John Smith’s Grand National Record: 2006 Silver Birch (Fell 15th); 2008 Mr Pointment (PU bef last); 2009 Eurotrek (PU bef 17th) 

 


